
NEWSLETTER                 June 2007

President’s Message     by Bill Wawrychuk

Okay, for everyone who procrastinated
last month, here is your last chance to
enter trees in our club's show, which is
THIS MONTH.  Paul Chang has made
an extra effort to get this newsletter out
early, so let's not let Paul down, get those
entries in!

I hope you'll be able to attend the reception in Van de Kamp
Hall at 6:30pm on Saturday.  This is a nice way to review
the trees in a very relaxed atmosphere. Also, there is still
time to sign up to be a volunteer at some point during the
weekend.  Please give me a call if you can help out.

The black pine workshop scheduled for this month will be
re-scheduled for a later date.  Not to worry, as Ted Matson
will still be doing the June demo.  Ted is my instructor and
as I have said many times, if he can teach me, he can
teach anyone.  Ted is a wonderful instructor and demon-
strator with a wealth of knowledge that he is willing to share
with everyone.

We will also be having Everett Bassin at the meeting sell-
ing bonsai tools and supplies, so here is a great chance
to pick up that new tool that you DESERVE!

After four years and 2 Golden State Bonsai Federation
wins in the small newsletter category, our editor Paul
Chang will be stepping down.  This leaves the position
open.  So if you ever wanted to run a newspaper, albeit a
very small one, now is the time to contact Paul Chang or
me.

In August we have our annual pot luck/auction AND our
Pete Semerenko Memorial Trip to the Bristle Cone Pines.
Enclosed you will find a sign up sheet.

See you all at the show.

DBS Bonsai Show
June 15-17, 2007

(entry form is due now)

Next Club Meeting:
June 19, 2007

7:00 pm

Ted Matson
(Sales: Bassin’s Bonsai

Tools)

Next Meeting:  July 17,  2007
Club meetings are held on

the third Tuesday of each month
at Van de Kamp Hall, Descanso Gardens

1418 Descanso Drive, La Canada Flintridge

June Refreshments:
Paul Chang
Milt Huckaby
Jerry Banuelos
Cesareo Perez

Descanso Bonsai Society

KANUMA SOIL

A volcanic ash laid down by an eruption of
Mount Akagi over 60,000 years ago.  This soil
is used mainly for Satsuki azaleas.  Kanuma

soil has a pH reading of 4.5 to 5.0 on average.

June Niche:
Kathy Benson
Marge Blasingame



(submitted by Michael Jonas)
Ben worked on two Satsuki azaleas which he poted
and then put into the benefit drawing.  Nuccio's had a
plant table as well as Ben was selling some of his own
azaleas too.

May Meeting
with Ben Oki

May Niche Display

Mort Lowy

Newsletter Editor Position Open
After almost 4 years, I have decided to step down
as the newsletter editor.  This is a great opportu-
nity to learn about our club and interact with all the
“experts” in the club.  If you’re interested in taking
over at the end of the year, please talk to me about
what’s involved.  Thank you.

Fran Neumann

June Show Entry
Entry form for the June show is due NOW.  Please
get them in to Elizabeth Likes ASAP!

Monthly Benefit Raffle

I would like to remind everyone how important our
monthly raffle is to the ongoing programs DBS pro-
vides.  The yearly dues cannot cover all of our costs,
especially the demonstrators.  The monthly costs
for demonstrators and the materials used are off-
set or paid for in full by the monthly benefit raffle.
While the club does supply some items for the
raffle, it cannot support it in its entirety.  This raffle
depends on YOU and your generous donations,
which the board would request are bonsai-related

As a side note, we have noticed an increasing num-
ber of bent tickets in the monthly drum.  We would
appreciate it if everyone WOULD REFRAIN FROM
BENDING RAFFLE TICKETS.  We can not police
everyone. Don't forget I'm one of the people pulling
tickets out of the drum and let's just say your
chances of winning may increase if you don't bend
them.  You have sort of been warned!

May
Raffle Donations

Jerry Banuelos
Gloria Downie

Maggie Carpenter
Jim Barrett

Cesareo Perez
Bruce and Yaeko Hisayasu

Gonzalo Rodriguez
Ed Lawrence

 



June Tips                                                                    by Jim Barrett

Officers
President - Bill Wawrychuk  (818) 790-9415
     b_wawrychuk@yahoo.com
1st V.P. - Jim Barrett (626) 445-4529
2nd V.P.  - Michael Jonas  (818) 776-0813
      mjonas4lita@socal.rr.com
Recording Sec’y - Marie Kwakkestein  (818) 353-0885
      mekwakkest@gmail.com
Corres. Sec’y - Mort Lowy  (310) 476-5107
      mortimerlowy@aol.com
Treasurer - Elizabeth Likes  (818) 352-3064
      lizlikes@aol.com
Officer - Marge Blasingame  (626) 579-0420
      blasmrjr@aol.com
Officer - Denny Roche  (818) 366-2650
Officer / Activity Coordinator - Marcus Juniel
      (818) 790-0525, marcus_juniel@msn.com
Officer / Membership Chair - Javier Alvarez
     (213) 453-7082, pookx@hotmail.com
Officer / Newsletter Editor - Paul Chang
     (661) 297-7985, pchanggeo@yahoo.com

$22 - Single   $27 - Couples
Payable to: Descanso Bonsai Society
See Membership Chair Javier at the next
meeting or
Send to: Javier Alvarez
               1907 Montrose St.
               Los Angeles, CA  90026

Join the Descanso Bonsai Society

Satsuki azaleas should be nearly
through blooming this month.  If
your azalea has an established
shape, now is a good time to
clean out extra and unwanted
growth.  Trim for form and style.

Make sure all seed pods are removed as soon as pos-
sible.  Leaving the seed pods to mature tends to weaken
the tree and new growth is likely to be weak.  Repotting
of azaleas can be done now.  It might be wise to wait to
move your azaleas from nursery containers to bonsai
pots until next spring.

Pomegranates and olives may be potted from nursery
containers to bonsai pots during June and early July.
Protect any newly potted plants from direct sun for a
week or so.  Black pines should have had their candles
pruned by the end of this month and certainly by the
middle of July.

Deciduous trees such as elm, Japanese and trident
maples, liquid ambers, etc. should have slowed down
by now.  Trim all new twigs to one or two sets of leaves.
Pay attention to the way new buds point and trim for
direction.  Established bonsai should be developing the
ramification needed to create the illusion of a mature
tree.  Remember that most deciduous trees in nature
develop soft outlines and rounded apexes.  Trim ac-
cordingly.

Fertilize trees that develop flower buds in early sum-
mer, such as crab apple, quince, ume, and wisteria
with a low nitrogen, rich phosphate fertilizer.  Repeat
throughout the summer at least two more times.

Powdery mildew is already showing up on maples,
crepe myrtle, and quince.  Spray with Benomyl or a
good fungicide that is recommended for mildew.

Pine tip moth has been active again.  I noticed it last
year.  The grub eats the certer of new pine candles.  If
your black pine candles turn brown at the very tip,
chances are that pine tip moth grubs are active.  Pick
off the brown end and inspect the inside.  You should
find the grub, a pupae, or the pupae case.  Destroy
the critter and dispose of the candle tip.  Since this
grub lives inside the candle, only a systemic poison
would be effective.  Cygon-2, Borer Control, or a sys-
temic rose insecticide in granular form might work.
Let me know if you are having this problem and what
you have done to solve it.

Pay special attention to water schedules.  Gloomy
June days can be deceiving when it comes to water-
ing needs of our plants.

Sunshine Column
Please keep the following people

in your thoughts

Kiyo Yoneda
Nelson and Luisa Davis
Yaeko Hisayasu
Norm Fischer
Ben Perez (Cesareo’s son)



DBS Newsletter
c/o Paul Chang
PO Box 803144
Santa Clarita, CA  91380-3144

DBS Board Meeting
Open to all club members interested in getting
involved in club operations & management.

Meeting on June 25, 2007 @ 7:00pm
At Elizabeth Likes’ Home
9916 Rancho Caballo, Sunland 91040

Bonsai Calendar
Orange County Bonsai Society
Annual Exhibit
June 9-10, 2007
11:00 - 4:00
O. C. Buddhist Church
909 S. Dale Street, Anaheim

Descanso Bonsai Society Show
June 15-17, 2007
Show Entry Form Inside

Golden State Bonsai Federation
Convention XXX
October 31 - November 4, 2007
Crowne Plaza Anaheim Resort
1202 Harbor Blvd., Anaheim/Costa Mesa
Check http://www.gsbfconvention2007.com/ for
more info.

Descanso Gardens Calendar
Father’s Day BBQ and Luau
June 17, 2007
11:00 - 5:00
Free with admission (food extra)

A Look at Beautiful Blooms:
Carpinteria Tour
Rose Story Farm & Seaside Gardens
June 30, 2007
7:45 - 4:30
$90 member/$100 non-member
Transportation, garden admission,
and lunch included.


