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Presidentʼs Message
by Jim Barrett

In spite of the rainy weather, we had 
a very nice turnout for Denny 
Rocheʼs demonstration. He is always 
fun to watch and to put icing on the 
cake, he not only donated the tree, 
he also refused an honorarium. 
Thank you, Denny!

This next meeting is our last one this year. It would be 
great if all of our members could make this one.

This is the time to elect officers and board members. We 
will need all the support we can get for the next two years.

Remember the installation in January. It will be a brunch 
affair at the Angeles National Golf Club in Sunland. Go to 
www.angelesnational.com to check it out! More in the next 
newsletters.

The annual Bonsai-a-Thon at the Huntington 
Gardens is also not far away. It is slated for February 26 
and 27, 2011. Marge Blasingame will be seeking volunteers 
to lend a hand.

And please donʼt forget that next yearʼs dues should 
be paid by the end of January!

Next Club Meeting
November 16, 2010

Club meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month at 
Van de Camp Hall, Descanso Gardens 

1418 Descanso Drive, La Canada Flintridge
Meetings begin at 7 p.m.

Emma Janza– Chi Chi Ginkgo    2010 Santa Anita Show

Many Thanks to
Maggie Carpenter, Jerry Banuelos, Marge 

Blasingame, Jim Barrett, and Nathan Simmons
For donating to our October raffle!November Niche

Ellen Keneshea, Marge Blasingame
November Demonstrator

Donʼt miss Cheryl Manning and “Pining for You” an 
excellent slide show and talk about pines! Rave reviews 

from those who have seen it! 
November  Refreshments

Judy Dundas, Lynette Godoy, Helen Seltzer, and 
Albert Espinoza

http://www.anlelesnational.com
http://www.anlelesnational.com


 

OFFICERS

President Jim Barrett (626) 445-4529
Past Pres. Bill Wawrychuk (818) 790-9415
 b_wawrychuk@yahoo.com

1st VP Michael Jonas (818) 776-0813
Activity  Mjonas48@hotmail.com
Coord.

2nd VP Marge Blasingame (626)579-0420
 Blasmrjr@aol.com
Record.  Marie Kwakkestein (818) 353-0885
Secʼ y Mekwakkest@gmail.com
Treasurer Elizabeth Likes (818) 352-3064
 Lizlikes@aol.com
Officer Kathy Benson (626)798-0485
 1benson99@charter.net
Officer Denny Roche (818)366-2650
 dvroche@verizon.net

Librarian James Pai (626) 614-8079
Officer paijames@ymail.com

Membership  Bill Wawrychuk (818) 790-9415
 b_wawrychuk@yahoo.com
Newsletter     Ellen Keneshea  (818) 363-5752
Editor   ekeneshea@socal.rr.com

DBS WEBSITE
www.descanso-bonsai.com

Many of the leaves on hornbeam, and plum are pretty 
far gone. Remove old leaves from the soil, scrub the bark on 
smooth bark trees with a mild detergent or Safers insecticide 
soap.

An early dormant spray treatment would then be a 
prudent thing to do.

I wouldnʼt defoliate elms, pomegranate or other 
deciduous trees if their foliage is still healthy and strong.

Repotting quince this month is recommended by many 
of our Japanese experts.  Waiting until spring tends to 
cause heavy thick roots and to stunt the treeʼs growth. 
Quince should be given as much sun as you can provide.

No high nitrogen fertilizers for the rest of this year.
Plants are not taking up water as fast now, so modify 

your watering schedule accordingly. Pale green or 
chartreuse foliage on pines and junipers may indicate their 
soil is staying too wet. Hold back on the water and try 
keeping the soil on the dry side (not bone dry.)

Black pine and more juniper bonsai can still be repotted 
now.

The trees that have dropped their leaves and the ones 
you have defoliated can be pruned and wired for detail. Itʼs 
easier with the foliage gone. Also, remove old wire that 
appears to have done its job.

If you decide to defoliate any of your deciduous trees, 
check for branches that need redirecting, pruning or 
removal. Many things happen unnoticed behind a canopy of 
leaves. Now is the time to take care of them.

If you must remove an overgrown branch in the upper story 
of your tree, try to root it. It may make an outstanding mame.

November Tips

Elizabeth Likes–  Chinese Elm
October Niche

mailto:Mjonas4lita@socal.rr.com
mailto:Mjonas4lita@socal.rr.com
http://www.descanso-bonsai.com
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October DBS Meeting

This large Foemina, left, with 
branches way up top, one way 
down low, and none in between 
presents a real challenge.
The after picture on the right 
shows final restyling and potting 
in a bonsai pot.
Denny emphasized that 
branches can be broken in the 
course of bending them down. 
Denny even broke the top down 
carefully for this tree.
He advised to wire branches first, 
with trunk as an anchor, then fill 
in any broken place between 
branch and trunk with Bonsai 
cut-paste or even Elmer's Glue!

DONʼT FORGET
OUR SALES TABLE

Where members can bring any 
bonsai related item to sell by silent 

auction. Another chance to cull 
through your bonsai stuff and sell 
anything thatʼs too good to donate 

but too much to keep. 
Yes, the club gets 20% of the 

proceeds. 

Denny Roche gave a great demo on 
trimming Foemina junipers. He is expert at 
this, having had many under his care for 
over 25 years.
He first worked on a the small foemina. Here 
it is, on the right, before and after trimming 
back for the winter.
It will grow back out for Spring.
Trimming foliage way back is good, as it gets 
rid of the thick matted look which foeminas 
can develop during the year. You can see the 
sub-branches again afterwards.

Here are the ten people proposed to be on the DBS Board for 2011:

Jim Barrett, Kathy Benson, Marge Blasingame, Michael Jonas, Ellen 
Keneshea, Marie Kwakkestein, Elizabeth Likes, James Pai, Denny Roche, 

and Bill Wawrychuk.

Formal nomination and voting will take place at our November meeting, 
which will be your last chance to add your name to the list and join the 
board. Think about it!

Story and photos by Jim Pelling
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Join the Descanso Bonsai Society 
$25 - Single     $30 - Couples

Payable to:  Descanso Bonsai Society
See Membership Chair Bill at the next meeting 

or send to:
Bill Wawrychuk

4315 Beulah Drive
Flintridge, CA 91011-3322

DBS Board Meeting
Open to all club members interested in getting    

involved in club operations & management
Next meeting  January 5, 2011

At Elizabeth Likesʼ s home, 7 p.m., 
9916 Rancho Caballo, Sunland 91040

Descanso Gardens 
Japanese Garden Festival
Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 6-7
Celebrate Japanese arts, crafts and culture. 
The festival runs from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Always 
a crowd favorite, taiko drummers will perform at 
noon on Saturday. A floral exhibit by the 
Glendale Chrysanthemum Society will be on 
view in Van de Kamp Hall through the weekend. 
Much beloved in Japan, the mum is the emblem 
of the Japanese emperor. Suiseki stones – 
naturally occurring stones which evoke images 
of nature in their patterns – will be exhibited 
both days in the Minka. And a Descanso 
summer favorite, the Camellia Lounge, will 
make a return appearance for the weekend in 
the Full Moon Teahouse. Enjoy a Japanese-
inspired menu from Patina Catering -- including 
sake -- from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free with 
Gardens admission.


