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Presidentʼs Message
by Jim Barrett

Here we go into the new year and the 
club is on firm financial ground.
The January 17th Brunch was a a really 
great party, and a good time was had by 
all who attended. The only problem was–I 
ate too much! The buffet was amazing 
with an astounding variety of food.

This year was the year to honor those members that keep the 
society working and moving along on an even and safe course. A 
very important function for any organization.

The next event that we are always involved with is the Bonsai-
a-Thon on the last weekend of this month. Make sure you mark 
your calendars, and come early for a pancake breakfast and free 
admittance to the Huntington Gardens. If you can be there on 
Saturday at 10 a.m., you will be treated to a private tour and the 
grand opening of the new Bonsai Garden. You will be the first to 
see it.

If you feel like helping out, please call Marge Blasingame at 
(626) 579-0420. She will be happy to put you to work.

Itʼs not too early to think about our show coming up on the 
weekend of June 12th and 13th. The show is our most outstanding 
even of the year and a chance to really get involved. See me or 
other board members for details.

Marge Blasingame will be passing a sign-up sheet for this 
yearʼs refreshment goodies, so please make her job an easy one.

See me to sign up for Niche Display. You know you want to let 
the rest of us see your trees.

Letʼs make 2010 a really great year for the Descanso 
Bonsai Society

Next Club Meeting
February 16, 2010

Club Meetings are held on
the third Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at Van de 

Camp Hall, Descanso Gardens 
1418 Descanso Drive, La Canada Flintridge

Marge Blasingame       Liquidambar Orientalis
2010 Baikoen Winter Silhouettes Show 

February Niche
Kathy Benson
Michael Jonas

February Demonstrator
Our own talented Marcus Juniel will be doing the demo in Feb. 
and will be working on a juniper. Marcus always shares a great deal 
of information each time he agrees to do a demo and his creations 
are eagerly sought in the ensuing raffle.

Thanks to all who donated to the Banquet raffle!



February Tips
February and March are probably the best two months of 

the year for potting and re-potting bonsai and training trees from 
nursery cans to bonsai pots.

Deciding which bonsai needs re-potting will depend on how 
long since its last potting and whether the tree has become root 
bound.

If the pot does not have a major inside lip, you may want to 
inspect the root ball by lifting the tree out of the pot. Look for a 
firm root ball with roots visible all around the sides and bottom.

Another indication that the tree needs re-potting is the soil 
lifting above the edge of the pot. This shows that a matte of roots 
has formed on the bottom and is pushing the tree up. Trident 
maple bonsai are noted for this phenomenon.

One important reason for re-potting is  the tree has matured 
beyond its present container.  Either it has grown larger or it 
deserves a more appropriate pot.

There are several things to consider when you decide to 
proceed:

Decide which tree or trees you want to pot.
 Choose the pot. And itʼs a good idea to have a standby in 

case the first one doesnʼt work.
.Place the wire or heavy plastic screen over each drain hole. 

Mesh should be at least  1/8”  holes. Make sure screens are held 
in place with wire clips to keep them in place.

 If  you are going to tie the tree in, now is the time to install 
the tie wires. Use a wire of sufficient size and strength to do the 
job.

Make sure the pot is clean inside and out.
Have your favorite mix handy.
All of these preparations should be done before the root ball 

is disturbed. Many bonsai are lost or setback if the roots and soil 
are removed before everything is ready.

Some hobbyists take just enough soil and roots off to place 
the tree back in its original pot leaving room for an inch or so of 
new soil.  Others are more aggressive in cleaning out old soil 
and prune the roots more severly. Both approaches are valid.  It 
all depends on the condition of the tree, its root system, and the 
ownerʼs goals for the tree. This all sounds pretty involved or 
complicated–it isnʼt, if you use common sense and do not get 
too rough with the tree.

Aesthetic considerations are:
Tree and pot harmony or appropriateness. Is the tree placed 

in the pot properly? Is the tree planted at  the proper angle or 
attitude? Is the front of  the tree facing the viewer? After re-
potting, place the tree in a shaded area to protect it from the 
wind. In a week to ten days place it where you would normally.

Wait about a month before fertilizing. 
Speaking of fertilizers, you should have started fertilizing 

with organic fertilizer by now. Miracle Grow and fast acting 
fertilizers are best applied at ½ strength. Time release and slow 
acting chemical fertilizers, such as Osmocote and Woodace, are 
safe if you follow printed instructions. Some people add these to 
their soil mix.

Spray Japanese maples and other trees susceptible to 
powdery mildew with your favorite fungicide. Watch for aphids on 
apple,  quince,  and plum. Watch for spider mites on juniper, black 
pine, and azaleas.

You should be choosing your show trees now. Plan for a 
bonsai and an accent plant in each display.

Repot wisteria after flowering.
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June and David Nguy   Flowering Pear 
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DBS 2010 Banquet

Cesareo Perezʼs wife, Gillian; Jim Pellingʼs wife, Judy; and Gonzalo Rodriguezʼs wife, Wendy–all 2009 Winners of the Descanso 
BSer  Award for spouses who contribute to bonsai above and beyond the call of duty.

Bruce and Yaeko Hisayasu received a DBS Lifetime Membership 
Award, presented by president Jim Barrett (L) and past president Bill 
Wawrychuk (R).

Elizabeth Likes was the fourth recipient ever 
of the the Golden Chopstick Award for 
extraordinary contribution to DBS.

Just enjoying themselves: Helen Barrett, 
Keith Dager, and Maria Atkison



DBS NEWSLETTER
℅ Jim Pelling
944 Pine Grove Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90042-1354

 

 

February 27-28, 2010
San Marino, California
Huntington Bonsai-A-Thon XIV
2010 fundraiser will be held at the Huntington 
Library and Botanical Gardens, 1151 Oxford Road. 
Hours are 7:30AM-4:30PM each day.  For more 
information, contact Marge Blasingame: 626 
579-0420 or margeblasingame@att.net

Marge needs DBS volunteers! 

February 5- 7, 2010
California Shohin Society 
11th Seminar, at Hotel de Oro, Calif., 95322. For 
Seminar registration information go to 
www.calshohin.webs.com

Join the Descanso Bonsai Society 
$25 - Single     $30 - Couples

Payable to:  Descanso Bonsai Society
See Membership Chair Bill at the next meeting 

or send to:
Bill Wawrychuk

4315 Beulah Drive
Flintridge, CA 91011-3322

DBS Board Meeting
Open to all club members interested in getting    

involved in club operations & management
Next meeting  February 22, 2010

At Elizabeth Likesʼ s home
9916 Rancho Caballo, Sunland 91040
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