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Presidentʼs Message
by Jim Barrett

2010 is flying by and itʼs hard to believe 
we are only one month away from our 
June show.
The most important aspect of the show, 
of course, is the bonsai exhibit. The 
Descanso Bonsai Society is known for its 
outstanding display of membersʼ bonsai.

DBS is also one of the few clubs that features a judged show. 
An important part of our judged show tree are the comments and 
suggestions for improvement by the judges. This is often welcome 
information to the owner of the bonsai.

We always like our less experienced members to show their 
work in what we call the Novice Division, a perennial favorite of our 
show.

The DBS Show will be Saturday and Sunday, June 
12th and 13th this year. Set up for the show is Friday, 
June 11th starting around 10 a.m. The set up committee 
is looking for help to set up tables in both the big room, 
the novice room, and the sales area.

The more volunteers we have, the faster it goes, and the 
easier it is for everyone! Come on by and help!

And of course, bring your trees to show.
Letʼs make this a great show!

Next Club Meeting
May 18, 2010

Club Meetings are held on
the third Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. at Van de 

Camp Hall, Descanso Gardens 
1418 Descanso Drive, La Canada Flintridge

Pre meeting workshop 7 p.m. Bring your trees for fellow 
DBSerʼs to critique.

Denny Roche, Dwarf Pomegranate
April DBS Niche

May Niche
Cesareo Perez, Marcus Juniel

May Demonstrator
CESAREO PEREZ will talk about hoo best to 

display your trees, focussing on accent plants and 
stands. Perfect preparation for our June show. 

Donʼt miss it!

May Refreshments
Emma Janza, Marie Atkinson, Grace Sy, 

Marie Kwakkestein

Many Thanks to
Emma Janza, Marie Kwakkestein, Sonja Kobler,

Ellen Keneshea, and Marge Blasingame
For donating to the April Raffle!
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Satsuki azaleas should be nearly through blooming 
this month. If your azalea has an established shape, now 
is a good time to clean out extra and unwanted growth. 
Trim for form and style.  

Make sure all seed pods are removed as soon as 
possible.  Leaving the seed pods to mature tends to 
weaken the tree and new growth is likely to be weak. 
Azaleas can be re-potted now..  Protect any newly potted 
plants from direct sun for a week or so. .

Deciduous trees such as elm, Japanese and trident 
maples, liquidambars, etc. should have slowed down by 
now. Trim all new twigs to one or two sets of leaves. Pay 
attention to the way new buds point and trim for 
direction. Established bonsai should be developing the 
ramification needed to create the illusion of a mature 
tree. Remember that most deciduous trees in nature 
develop soft outlines and rounded apexes. Trim 
accordingly.

Fertilize trees that develop flower buds in early 
summer, such as crab apple, quince, ume, and wisteria 
with a low nitrogen, rich phosphate fertilizer. Repeat 
throughout the summer at least two more times.

Powdery mildew is already showing up on maples, 
crepe myrtle, and quince. Spray with Benomyl or a good 
fungicide that is recommended for mildew.

If your black pine candles turn brown at the very tip, 
chances are that pine tip moth grubs are active. Pick off 
the brown end and inspect the inside. You should find 
the grub, a pupae, or the pupae case. Destroy the critter 
and dispose of the candle tip. Since this grub lives inside 
the candle, only a systemic poison is effective. Cygon-2, 
Borer Control, or a systemic rose insecticide in granular 
form might work. 

Pay special attention to water schedules. Gloomy 
June days can be deceiving when it comes to watering 
needs of our plants.
Continue your fertilizing program, especially for 
black pine and juniper.
Candle pruning programs will vary for ordinary 
black pine, depending on the age and health of 
the tree. Candle pruning nursery stock can be 
started earlier than black pine that has been in 
a bonsai container for some time. For instance, 
nursery stock may have their candles pruned 
this month from about mid-month on. The 
object is to produce shorter internodes and an 
abundance of branches.
Bonsai black pine, depending again on maturity 
and health, may have the candle pruning 
program start as early as late May or as late as 
mid-July. The later you prune, the shorter the 
internodes.
Needle plucking is a personal choice and, if 
done, should not be done on a weak, unhealthy 
tree.
If you have questions regarding black pine 
maintenance, ask your instructor or a member 
of the club.
Get your bonsai ready for the show, especially 
beginners. We always have great judges who 
make helpful comments, suggesting ways they 
see to improve each tree. This is a rare 

 All trees should be groomed, trimmed and wayward branches 
wired and moved into position.
Pots should be clean and, if possible, free of hard water 
scale. “Old English”  lemon oil works very well on pots and 
will help some scale to be less noticeable.
Clean trunks and roots, removing dirt and moss from 
trunks, main roots (nebari) and any low branches.
If your tree has dead wood and branches that have been 
treated with lime sulphur, give it another treatment at least 
two weeks before the show.
Juniper and pine color can be enhanced with an 
application of volck oil. To mix, add 1 to 2 teaspoons of 
volck oil to one quart of water and, using a spray bottle, 
spray this mixture on all foliage. Do this just before the 
show.
Accent plants and stands should also be groomed and 
clean.
Continue to watch for critters and fungus. Wait to fertilize 
azaleas until they are through blooming.
You should be able to repot ficus, pomegranate and atlas 
cedar anytime now. If you need to repot elm and maple, 
make sure the new growth has hardened somewhat and 
try not to remove too many fine roots. You may find trident 
maples have developed a thick pad of roots on the bottom 
of the root ball

May Tips
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At our April DBS meeting, 
our own Michael Jonas 
talked about the howʼs and 
whyʼs and whenʼs of re-
potting. 
He covered such topics as 
how to prepare a tree for 
potting into a bonsai pot, 
wiring trees into pots,and 
how to make a proper bonsai 
soil mix. Not to mention 
where to buy large cooking 
chops t i c ks ( you r l oca l 
Chinese market) to help you 
get  hard soil off root and pot 
bound trees.

THE GOLDEN STATE BONSAI GARDEN, NORTH

The Golden State Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt in 
Oakland is home to the Golden State Bonsai Collection 
North–the northern California equivalent of the Golden 
State bonsai collection at the Huntington Gardens. The 
curator is Kathy Shaner.
“The Collection-Connection” is a quarterly newsletter 
about the collection, available by mail or online. For more 
information, contact:
Jerry Carpenter
Collection-Connection, Editor
444 Saratoga Ave, 36E, Santa Clara, CA 95050
408.823.9525
bonailakemerritt@gmail.com

APRIL DBS MEETING
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May 8 & 9, 2010   Bao Quang Temple 
713 N. Newhope St.. Santa Ana 92703
Satsuki Society of Orange County Show
Demos, Raffles, auctions, and vendors. 

May 14th & 15th    Santa Barbara Botanic Garden 
Bonsai Club of Santa Barbara 
Annual Show and Sales, 
See www.santabarbarabonsai.org  

May 29 - 31, 2010   Los Angeles Arboretum
301 N. Baldwin Avenue, Arcadia, CA
Santa Anita Bonsai Society
47th Annual Show & Exhibit
Show theme: Forest Style 
Reception on Saturday, 6:30 p.m. For more details, 
contact Marge Blasingame

 

Join the Descanso Bonsai Society 
$25 - Single     $30 - Couples

Payable to:  Descanso Bonsai Society
See Membership Chair Bill at the next meeting 

or send to:
Bill Wawrychuk

4315 Beulah Drive
Flintridge, CA 91011-3322

DBS Board Meeting
Open to all club members interested in getting    

involved in club operations & management
Next meeting  May 24, 2010
At Elizabeth Likesʼ s home

9916 Rancho Caballo, Sunland 91040
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