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Presidentʼs Message
by Jim Barrett

Letʼs talk about our big event of the year 
and our major fund raiser– our June 
Show!
By now you should know which trees you 
will show. Novices are encouraged to 
enter as many trees as they wish.
The non competitive and those who 

wished to be judged in the main hall, please bring two set ups if 
possible.  The object, of course, is to put on the best exhibit we 
can!

And, if you can, please stay and help set up the show after 
youʼve brought in your trees. Sign up for Host and Hostess duty 
during the show, and do bring your friends to the show and to the 
reception Saturday night.

Set up begins around 10 AM Friday, and ends at 
promptly at 8PM. 

Your set up needs to  be in place by then.  A set up includes 
your tree, accent plant, and stands for each.

If you have items to sell, Marge Blasingame will have forms 
and tags. She asks you to bring the items as early as possible on 
Friday, but .she will also accept items for sale on Saturday or 
Sunday. If the item sells, a small percentage goes to the club as 
usual.

Please note that trees should be picked up by the 
close of show on Sunday!

Letʼs make this show a great one!

Next Club Meeting
June 15, 2010

Club Meetings are held on
the third Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. at Van de 

Camp Hall, Descanso Gardens 
1418 Descanso Drive, La Canada Flintridge

Pre meeting workshop 7 p.m. Bring your trees for fellow 
DBSerʼs to critique.

Cesareo Perez, Star Jasmine
May DBS Niche

June Niche
Cesareo Perez, Marcus Juniel

June Demonstrator
Ray Blasingame will talk about deciduous trees.

June Refreshments
Emma Janza, Marie Atkinson, Grace Sy, 

Marie Kwakkestein

SUNSHINE COLUMN
Please Keep Nat Stein in your 

thoughts!

DONʼT FORGET
to bring DONATIONS for our RAFFLE  

and AUCTION at the June Show!!!
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Finally spring has sprung! If you have been pruning 
your deciduous trees properly, you should be seeing 
more and finer twigs, which, in turn, make for a more 
mature looking tree and a great winter silhouette.

Continue to prune fast growing elm, zelkova and 
maple twigs, leaving one or two nodes on each new 
branch. Usually the distance between nodes is 
regulated by the amount of nitrogen the plant is able to 
use. The more available nitrogen, the longer the 
internodes – this assumes that the plant is healthy and 
vigorous.

Because not all bonsai grow at the same rate, you 
must pay attention to the habits of each one. If you have 
crab apple, ume or quince, prune all new growth to one 
or two nodes around the first week in July. Then do not 
prune again until next fall. Flower buds form during 
summer and early fall and pruning during this period 
reduces the number of flowers you may get next spring.

Along with this procedure, feed high phosphorus and 
low nitrogen fertilizers. Satsuki azaleas should not be fed 
until after blooming. Once the peak blooming period is 
over, pluck, or better yet, cut all of the flowers off, making 
sure to remove any seed pods.

After blooming, azaleas can be trimmed severely 
and repotted. New flower buds will form on the new 
summer and fall growth. 

If you have black pine bonsai try to finish your 
favorite candle pruning procedure by mid-July or earlier. 
How you needle prune black pine will depend on the 
health, the age and your goals for each tree.

Check with your instructor or bring your untrimmed 
black pine to the next meeting for advice.

Aphids are really out in force now. Watch for them 
especially on apple, quince and ume. Spray with an 
appropriate insecticide. You may want to introduce 
ladybugs purchased at your local nursery. (Let me know 
how you keep them in your yard.)

Be sure and check out the sales area at our June 
show. You will find some great buys on plants, pots, and 
other bonsai items.

Warm dry days are ahead of us, so pay attention to 
your watering program and hold back on the high 
nitrogen fertilizers.

June Tips

Marcus Juniel, California Juniper
May DBS Niche
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How To Treat Powdery Mildew 
By Bill Wawrychuk 

This time of year, when Powdery Mildew is appearing on some of our trees, or 
even our garden plants, it can spread rapidly to other plants or other trees in our 
collection. Last year I ran into a real problem with this disease on my garden plants 
right under and next to one of my tree stands. Having two dogs only complicated 
the matter, what to use to get rid of the mildew and not hurt the dogs. 

After much research, I found a cure for the problem, baking soda, water, dish 
washing liquid, or Ultralight. I found many formulas, but what I used was one 
tablespoon of baking soda and ½ teaspoon of liquid soap per quart of water. Just 
add the ingredients, shake up the solution, and spray. I sprayed twice a day until I 
saw a visible change in the leaves. You can use Ultralight or liquid soap. This 
ingredient is needed to make the baking soda “stick” to the leaves. Make sure you 
spray both top AND bottom of the leaf, as Powdery Mildew has a nasty habit of 
clinging to everything. It’s good for the environment, dogs, and gets rid of the 
problem. What more do you want!

Cesareo Perez shared his expertise at the May DBS Meeting. If 
you were there, you now know how best to prepare your trees for, 
and display them at, our June show!

And 
donʼt 
forget 
the 
scroll if 
your 
tree is 
in a 
niche.

You rarely use the 
same color or 
shape pot for the 
tree and accent 
plant. Donʼt put the 
accent plant on a 
raised stand.Itʼs 
part of the earth, 
and should go on 
a flat stand.

When you display a tree and its 
accent plant, you are presenting 
a snapshot of nature.

The tree should reach into the 
space of 
the display.
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Join the Descanso Bonsai Society 
$25 - Single     $30 - Couples

Payable to:  Descanso Bonsai Society
See Membership Chair Bill at the next meeting 

or send to:
Bill Wawrychuk

4315 Beulah Drive
Flintridge, CA 91011-3322

DBS Board Meeting
Open to all club members interested in getting    

involved in club operations & management
Next meeting  July 25, 2010
At Elizabeth Likesʼ s home

9916 Rancho Caballo, Sunland 91040

Many Thanks to
Emma Janza, Kathy Benson, Ellen Keneshea, Cesareo 
Perez, Ray and Marge Blasingame, Nathan Simmons,

 John and Michelle Wang, and Rita Ratcliffe
For donating to the May Raffle!

Descanso Bonsai Society Show
 Descanso Gardens  June 12th and 13th 

Hours are 9AM-5PM, with Demonstrations 11AM and 1PM 
each day. Sales area is open to the public. Admission to the 
exhibition is free with admission to Descanso Gardens. A 
Saturday night reception 6:30PM-9PM includes light 
refreshments, auction and raffle. For directions go to 
www.descanso-bonsai.com or for more information contact 
Michael Jonas at 818-775-0813

The Vietnamese Bonsai Society 12th Annual Bonsai Exhibition  
June 26 and 27, 2010  10:00 AM to 4:00 PM
At the Pho Da Temple
5110 W. Hazard Ave. (Hazard / Euclid )Santa Ana, Ca 92703
Demonstration:  at 1:00 PM on both days .
* Vendors, Plant sales & Auction .
* For further information please call  (949) 394–4933 .
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