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Presidentʼs Message
by Jim Barrett

What happened to our typical hot 
weather? Iʼm not complaining and I 
wish it would continue this way. 
However, donʼt count on it. We 
expect the summer heat may sneak 
up on us this month and on into 
September. Keep an eye on your 

watering schedule. 
This month is the time for our traditional POTLUCK AND 

AUCTION. The popular party and fund raiser is our chance 
to renew old friendships, eat and drink until we canʼt take 
another bite. Then comes the fun of bidding on some of the 
many items everyone will donate to the cause.

As we reported in the last newsletter,  we lost a long 
time member and a personal friend last June 19th. Nat Stein 
is no longer with us. After a long battle with cancer, he 
passed away peacefully. Ilsa, his wife of many wonderful 
years, survives him.

This fall we will be holding our election for officers and 
board members. If you wish to know more, or feel the desire 
to serve DBS, please see me or one of the board members. 
Itʼs not too early to think about becoming a member of the 
board.  Itʼs a great way to get to know people and to be 
more involved in the club.

Check the newsletter for upcoming events, especially 
the Nanpu-Kai show in Little Tokyo. This is always a super 
exhibition and a great venue.

We will see you at the potluck!

Next Club Meeting
August 17, 2010

Van de Camp Hall, Descanso Gardens 
1418 Descanso Drive, La Canada Flintridge

DBS Annual Auction and Potluck
Starts at 6 p.m. with possible tram rides 

through the gardens. Then potluck dinner 
and auction.

Marie Kwakkestein
July Niche

August Auction includes YOU!
Please bring some bonsai related item or items  to our 

DBS annual auction.
This is out biggest fundraiser of the year and allows us 

to pay for demonstrators and rent, as well as other 
activities!

August Refreshments include YOU!
Please bring 

a dessert, vegetable dish, or appetizer 
for the potluck dinner on August 17th.  

Club will supply turkey and ham and drinks.

Many Thanks to
All those who donated to the July 

Raffle!
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Ahh! Good old summer. 
Between the heat and the not so 
good water, most maples (at least 
mine) look pretty tired.

If the maples are healthy, 
consider leaf pruning them towards 
the end of this month. Remove 
every leaf – large, small, healthy or 
shriveled. Leaving some or pruning 
in stages only makes the tree try to 
survive on what is left. I donʼt 
recommend leaf pruning red or 
lace leaf varieties.

If you candle pruned your black 
pines in June or July, you should 
have many new shoots appearing 
at the base of the cut-off candles. 
Selectively remove those shoots 
that are growing vertically off 
horizontal branches, leaving one or 
two side shoots and one for the 
new terminal of each branch. What 
you want to promote is a fine 
network of twigs.

On vertical branches in the 
upper areas and the top of the tree, remove the center 
candles, leaving one, two, or three side shoots. On more 
mature trees and more intricate networks of twigs and 
branches, leave fewer new shoots.

In October or November, you will want to remove some 
of the new growth you left this summer. More about this 
next month.

Think about rotating your trees – especially if they are 
displayed against a wall or fence. Turning them periodically 
will even out the growth and may prevent dieback.

Some trees are entering a semi-dormant period now 
and, for this reason, seem to need less water. Donʼt think 
that something is wrong unless the tree shows signs of 
distress. Heat buildup in soil above 80 or 90 degrees tends 
to slow growth. This is natural. Do not water if the soil is 
still wet. It takes practice and knowledge of your plantsʼ 
needs to keep them healthy and happy. Fortunately most 
plants survive most mistakes.

If you fertilize this month, do so sparingly. I recommend 
a very diluted liquid fertilizer low in nitrogen if you must 
fertilize.

Spraying fungicide to control powdery mildew or 
needle cast may also kill beneficial fungi present in soils. 
Itʼs not a bad idea to cover soil surfaces with plastic or a 
portable shield to keep drips and spray off of the soil.

Wire that was put on earlier this winter or spring should 
be checked – especially on deciduous trees. Remove all 
wire and reapply it only on those branches that do not hold 
their position and shape.

No repotting except emergency repotting until this fall.

August Tips

Jim Pelling, July Niche
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 Our own Marcus Juniel, took over for the scheduled 
July demonstrator and did an outstanding job leading a 
critique of almost a dozen trees brought by many 
members! 

For each tree, audience opinion was asked on details 
such as where the front of the tree should be, how much 
carving might be needed on the trunk, what the current 
styling of the bonsai was, and what the future styling might 
be.

The entire program was very popular with all in 
attendance.

 Cesareo Perez brought a California Juniper with a 
grape vine embedded in the trunk. Discussing the front, 
Marcus decided the the dead wood side should be 
featured.

He quoted Bonsai stylist Marco Invernizzi, "Dead wood 
sells trees."  

Michael Jonas brought a Juniper cascade, very healthy 
and wired in training. Discussion included minimizing the 
top with more jins, and thinning out branches, a Don 
Robinson method to make the tree look much older.

Kathy Benson brought a small Black Pine. Marcus 
suggested changing the trunk angle and digging out some 
dirt around the big roots to emphasize the nebari when re-
potting from its nursery pot. 

Other trees included a grafted Shimpaku, for which 
Marcus suggested removing one of two trunks. a big Cork 
Oak, and a Small California Juniper among many others.

 

JULY DBS MEETING
           Article by Jim Pelling
Photos by Jim Pelling and Michael Jonas

Marcus Juniel gives bonsai advice at the July meeting.
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Join the Descanso Bonsai Society 
$25 - Single     $30 - Couples

Payable to:  Descanso Bonsai Society
See Membership Chair Bill at the next meeting 

or send to:
Bill Wawrychuk

4315 Beulah Drive
Flintridge, CA 91011-3322

DBS Board Meeting
Open to all club members interested in getting    

involved in club operations & management
Next meeting  September 27, 2010

At Elizabeth Likesʼ s home
9916 Rancho Caballo, Sunland 91040

2010 Nanpu-Kai Bonsai Exhibit
Saturday, August 21, and Sunday, 

August 22, 2010 10:00 am – 5:00 pm*
Japanese American Cultural & 

Community Center, 244 South San 
Pedro St., Los Angeles, California

Nanpu-Kai was originally founded by the late John 
Yoshio Naka. Known for his books, Bonsai 
Techniques I & II, his sketches of bonsai, his 
charisma and most of all his gift of teaching the art 
of bonsai, John Naka is easily the most widely 
known name in American bonsai to this day.
Join Nanpu-Kai the weekend of August 21-22 at 
the Nisei Week Japanese Festival in Little Tokyo 
to view the Masterpieces displayed in Honor of 
John Naka. 

July 16–August 16, Kofu Bonsai Kai,
Bonsai display and demonstrations at the Orange County fair, 
Costa Mesa California, Bassin tools & Supplies will be available. 


