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Descanso Bonsai Society

NEWSLETTER    October 2011

As you may know, our 
treasurer, Elizabeth 
Likes had an emergency 
operation while on her 
way to see her mother in 
Idaho. Fortunately she 
was staying with her 
nieces in Ogden, Utah 

when the episode 
occurred. She is recuperating and when she 
is released from rehab will return home.

If you want to send her a card, her home 
address is: 9916 Rancho Caballo, Sunland, 
CA 91040.

Another long time member, Maggie 
Carpenter, is recuperating from a recent 
illness. Get well you guys!

On the brighter side, we did very well a 
our potluck and auction, thanks to the 
generous donations and lively bidding by 
members and guests. Our auctioneer, Ted 
Matson, did a superb job.

The membersʼ generosity will make a big 
difference in keeping the society financially 
healthy.

We have just two more meetings this year 
and MIchael Jonas has lined up two very 
good speaker demonstrators. Letʼs make sure 
to give them a super audience.

I canʼt believe we are that close to the end 
of the year!

Next Club Meeting
October 18, 2011

Club meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each 
month at Van de Camp Hall, Descanso Gardens 

1418 Descanso Drive, La Canada Flintridge

MANY THANKS

To everyone who brought food to our 
September potluck, and bonsai items to 

sell at our auction.

President’s Message
                              By Jim Barrett

Sunshine Column
Please keep 

Elizabeth Likes and 
Maggie Carpenter 
in your thoughts as 
both recover from 

illness.

October Niche
Jim Pelling

October Demonstrator
Al Nelson 

And his crew
October Refreshments

Fred Seeley, Elliot Farkas, 
Gloria Downie, Kathy Benson

Eric Rogger, Bougainvillea
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October Tips
October is a very good month to clean up 

Japanese black pine and junipers. 
If you have black pine bonsai, finish pruning 

the unwanted new growth leaving one, two, or 
three new candles on the tips of each branch or 
twig that was pruned earlier this summer. How 
many candles you leave is determined by your 
design goals for the tree. Whether the new 
growth is on the outer limits of the tree or in the 
interior. 

Old needles (discolored) should be removed.  
New or fresh needles should remain until 
December or January. Leaving these new healthy 
needles on through the fall should keep the tree 
at its best. Cutting long needles shorter will 
allow sunlight to penetrate into the interior of the 
trees, and help to build stronger growth on the 
weak and stunted interior candles and twigs. 

Junipers may be cleaned of all dead or 
discolored foliage.  Prune the “hanger downers” 
and the “pointer uppers” unless you plan to wire 
them into a more horizontal position. 

October is also a good time to remove old 
wire and rewire for detail. 

You should be able to prune quince, apple, 
and ume for shape now and place them into their 
show pots, if this is a practice you follow. 

Fertilize azaleas and most flowering and 
fruiting bonsai with a low nitrogen, high 
phosphorous fertilizer. A 0-10-10 should work 
well. 

Remember to start choosing those show trees 
for next spring. Keep your eyes open for quality 
pots you may wish to use for these trees. 

Repotting and potting (from nursery 
container to bonsai pot) can be safely done at this 
time for black pine and most junipers. Repotting 
flowering and fruiting bonsai from bonsai pot to 
bonsai pot can be done, provided the root ball is 
not drastically disturbed and the tree is 
reasonably healthy. 

Pay attention to watering schedules this 
month and next. Keeping plants too wet may 
promote root rot, especially if the tree is not 
actively growing.  Watch for fungus, spider 
mites, and scale. 
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Kathy Benson,  Cork Bark Oak
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September  DBS Potluck and Auction
Story and Photos by Jim Pelling

A highly successful Descanso Bonsai Society auction included several large trees, cymbidium orchids, and many 
pots.
 Our great auctioneer Ted Matson (pictured below),added an orchid or a pot to many trees to increase the value.  
Thanks to all who donated trees.
 Some standouts included a large small-leaf olive,  a California Juniper,  and a great Ginkgo grove with large 
trees. With winning bids of $300 or more, we were able to add a tidy sum to our bank account.
The potluck was great!  with  chicken as the main course, plus salads and many desserts.  
A good time was had by all!

A random sample of 
DBS member trees 
exhibited this year.

Golden State Bonsai Federation Convention XXXIV 
October 27th  - October 30th,  2011 
Riverside Marriott and Riverside Convention Center 
The 2011 GSBF Convention Registration is now open. 
Full details can be found at http://
www.gsbfconvention.org/index.html 
Convention headliners include Kathy Shaner, Ryan Neil, 
Pedro Morales, and Roy Nagatoshi.



 

DBS Board Meeting
Open to all club members interested in getting    

involved in club operations & management
Next  meeting  November 21, 2011

At Elizabeth Likesʼs home, 7 p.m., 
9916 Rancho Caballo, Sunland 91040

Join the
Descanso Bonsai Society
$25 – Single     $30 – Couples

Payable to:  Descanso Bonsai Society
See Membership Chair Bill at the next 

meeting or send to:
Bill Wawrychuk

4315 Beulah Drive
Flintridge, CA 91011-3322

DBS NEWSLETTER
℅ Jim Pelling
944 Pine Grove Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90042-1354

October 21 / Gardena, California 
Dai Ichi Bonsai Kai: Annual Bonsai Auction at the Ken Nakaoka Community 
Center, 1670 W. 162nd Street. Doors open for preview 
at 6PM; auction starts at 7PM. Sale items will include: bonsai trees, dais, accent 
plants, and more.  For more information call 310-539-9365 or visit us at: http://
daiichi-bonsai.com. 
October 22-23 / Sacramento, California 
Capitol City Bonsai Association: 12th Anniversary Show Location is the 
Shepard Garden and Arts Center, 3330 McKinley Blvd. in McKinley Park. Show 
hours are Saturday, 10AM -5PM and Sunday, 10AM-4PM. Demonstration both 
days at 1:30PM .. Contact Gary Judd, juddbonsai@att.net or 916-622-8048 for 
more information. 
October 8-9 / Oakland, California 
East Bay Bonsai Society: 50th Annual Show at the Lakeside Garden Club, 666 
Bellevue Avenue. Hours are Saturday, 10AM-5PM and 
Sunday, 11AM-4PM. There is an entrance fee to the park, but show entry is 
free.  A large selection of club member consignments will be for sale 
throughout the show. Contact Janice Dilbeck, 925-458-3845, or John Nackley, 
510-693-2423 for more information. 
October 15-16 / Union City, California 
Yamato Bonsai Kai: 40th Annual Bonsai Exhibition and demonstrations featuring 
Johnny Uchida, at the Southern Alameda County Buddhist Church, 32975 
Alvarado-Niles Road. $5 admission includes entry to the exhibit & sales area, 
viewing of the demonstration and a raffle entry for the demonstration tree. 
Saturday event hours are 1PM–9PM with an evening demonstration at 7PM. 
Sunday event hours are from 10AM–4PM.Visit www.yamatobonsaikai.org for 
additional information. 
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