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Descanso Bonsai Society

NEWSLETTER November 2011

I talked to our treasurer, Elizabeth 
Likes, recently, and she is doing 
well after her emergency surgery 
last month. She will be staying at 
the rehabilitation facility another 
few weeks, and then we look 
forward to seeing her back home 
and  at DBS meetings.
This November meeting is our 

last of the year, so donʼt miss it! We have an 
outstanding demonstrator in Al Nelson, who will talk 
about his specialty, oaks.

The Golden State Bonsai Federation Convention 
held in Riverside was well attended. Many of our 
members came out and supported the event, and 
came home with new bonsai trees, pots, tools, and 
knowledge.

The annual January Banquet will be held at the 
Los Angeles National Golf Club restaurant again this 
year. We had a great time last year, and the food was 
excellent! This is always a fun time, so plan to be 
there Jan. 29. More information in next monthʼs 
newsletter.

Donʼt forget our library! James Pai will be happy to 
lend you helpful books, magazines and pamphlets.

Next Club Meeting
November 15, 2011

Club meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each 
month at Van de Camp Hall, Descanso Gardens 

1418 Descanso Drive, La Canada Flintridge
DON’T MISS THE LAST MEETING OF THE YEAR!

MANY THANKS
Gonzalo Rodriguez, Jerry Bañuelos, 
Fred Seeley, Sonja Kobler, Marge 

Blasingame and Jim Barrett
FOR DONATING TO OUR OCTOBER 

RAFFLE

President’s Message
   by Jim Barrett

November Niche
Kathy Benson, Sonja Kobler

November Demonstrator
Al Nelson tells all about oaks

November Refreshments
Grace Sy, Jody Dundas,

 Kyra Compinsky, Emma Janza

October Niche
Jim Pelling, Juniper with twisted trunk

Sunshine Column
Please keep Elizabeth Likes and Maggie Carpenter

 in your thoughts and prayers.
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        November Tips

Although it seems early, I’m recommending that 
you defoliate Japanese maples and any deciduous tree 
whose leaves are shriveled and damaged from the hot  
dry Santa Ana weather we had recently. Remove old 
leaves from the soil, scrub the bark on smooth bark 
trees with a mild detergent or Safers insecticide soap.

An early dormant spray treatment would then be 
a prudent thing to do.

I wouldn’t defoliate elms, pomegranate or other 
deciduous trees if their foliage is still healthy and 
strong.

Repotting quince this month is recommended by 
many of our Japanese experts.  Waiting until spring 
tends to cause heavy thick roots and to stunt the tree’s 
growth. Quince should be given as much sun as you 
can provide.

No high nitrogen fertilizers for the rest of this 
year.

Plants are not taking up water as fast now, so 
modify your watering schedule accordingly. Pale 
green or chartreuse foliage on pines and junipers may 
indicate their soil is staying too wet. Hold back on the 
water and try keeping the soil on the dry side (not 
bone dry.)

Black pine and more juniper bonsai can still be 
repotted now.

The trees that have dropped their leaves and the 
ones you have defoliated can be pruned and wired for 
detail. It’s easier with the foliage gone. Also, remove 
old wire that appears to have done its job.
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Hearty congratulations to Ted Matson, who was awarded 
the Golden State Bonsai Federation Presidentʼs Gold Diamond 
Award at the 2011 GSBF Convention. This award, for longtime 
service above and beyond the norm, is rarely given and is a 
tremendous honor. 

Ted is a GSBF past president and past convention 
chairperson, as well as a DBS member and bonsai teacher.

Roy Nagatoshi, Grafted Shimpaku
GSBF 2011 Exhibit
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October DBS Meeting
Story and Photos by Jim PellingDBS October demonstrator Mel Ikeda worked on a Prostrata 

Junper from Jim Barrett's yard, taking the tree from nursery 
material to the beginnings of a bonsai.
The tree’s trunk grew about 40 degrees from the horizontal, with 
both movement and taper. Mel removed most of the long 
branches, cutting them back to 2-3 inch jins.
He then wired almost all of the branches, both to style the tree
and to protect the branches, since most were small in diameter.

Above, Mel sizes up the tree. 
Far left, trimming away. Left, a 
bonsai takes shape. Raffle 
winner Elliot Farkas has the 
beginnings of a great tree!

Scenes from the GSBF 2011 Convention
Below, Kathy Benson does the hula with dancers at the Saturday 
night banquet. 
Above left, Al Nelson works on a saikei at the round robin demo. 
Below, Alʼs oak in the exhibit. Al will be our DBS November 
demonstrator, and will be teaching us about oaks, his specialty.
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DBS Board Meeting
Open to all club members interested in getting    

involved in club operations & management
Next  meeting  November 21, 2011

At Elizabeth Likesʼs home, 7 p.m., 
9916 Rancho Caballo, Sunland 91040

Join the
Descanso Bonsai Society
$25 – Single     $30 – Couples

Payable to:  Descanso Bonsai Society
See Membership Chair Bill at the next 

meeting or send to:
Bill Wawrychuk

4315 Beulah Drive
Flintridge, CA 91011-3322

DBS NEWSLETTER
℅ Jim Pelling
944 Pine Grove Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90042-1354

 November 11 – 12 
 Ross, California
Marin Bonsai Club: Fall Show at the Marin Art and Garden Center, Livermore 
Room, 50 Sir Francis Drake Blvd. Friday hours are 5:30– 9:30 PM., including 
dinner at $5 per head, a bunjin style Shimpaku Juniper demonstration by Ted 
Matson, a silent auction, and raffles. Saturday hours are10 AM – 4 PM and 
include individual consultations by Ted Matson from 9 AM – 1 PM.  At 1:30 PM 
there will be a critique of show trees by Ted Matson. For dinner reservations
or more information call Jeanette Arnold, 415-883-2651. For individual 
consultations call Candace Key, 415-491-1989.

December 3
Fresno, California
Fresno Area Bonsai Clubs: Fourth Annual Bonsai Yard Sale at 736 West 
Browning Avenue from 8AM-3PM. There will be a very large selection of raw 
materials, some finished bonsai, used pots, books, magazines, and stands, all at 
very reasonable prices. Everyone is welcome to participate. If you wish to sell 
or trade bonsai related items or need a table, please contact us in advance so 
that we may plan space accordingly. Lunch will be available. Contact Ralph 
Schroeder at 559 271-8299 or ralsch@sbcglobal.net

December 27- January 1, 2012
San Marino, California 
California Aiseki Kai: 22nd Anniversary Exhibition of Viewing Stones Show in 
Friends Hall at the Huntington Library and Botanical Gardens, 1151 Oxford 
Road. Hours are 10:30AM-4:30PM each day, and the display will be open on 
New Years Day. Daily slide shows will repeat each hour, December 29-30, 
2011. Free parking and free entry to our exhibit. For more information see our 
website: aisekikai.com or contact hutch@aisekikai.com
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