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Descanso Bonsai Society
NEWSLETTER December 2011

Well, we come to the end of 
another good year. The club is 
strong, weʼve been able to pay 
our bills and, thanks to all of you, 
the show last June was a great 
success. Also, our ever popular 
potluck and auction were super.
Iʼd like to thank our members 
and our hard working committee 

chairpersons for the success of DBS.
Speaking of committee leaders, we need a 

membership chairperson. Bill Wawrychuk is stepping 
down and has promised to pass on his records and to 
train his replacement. He says itʼs a piece of cake.

This yearʼs banquet will be the last Sunday in 
January, starting at 1:30 p.m. Please make your 
reservations and join us for a great afternoon party.

On a happy note--we were thrilled to see Maggie 
Carpenter at our meeting last month. Welcome back, 
Maggie!

Elizabeth Likes is tentatively scheduled to be 
released from the hospital in Utah around December 
10th. It will be great to have her back.

We look forward to another best ever New Year, 
and wish you all a great holiday season! 

Next Club Meeting
February 21, 2012

Club meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each 
month at Van de Camp Hall, Descanso Gardens 

1418 Descanso Drive, La Canada Flintridge
DON’T MISS THE FIRST MEETING OF THE YEAR!

MANY THANKS
Fran Neumann, Cesareo Perez, Maggie 
Carpenter, Jerry Bañuelos, Jim Pelling, 
Marge Blasingame, and Elaine Jeche

 FOR DONATING TO OUR NOVEMBER 
RAFFLE

President’s Message
   by Jim Barrett

NO MEETING IN DECEMBER OR JANUARY
HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO ONE AND ALL!
January 29, 2012  DBS Annual Banquet

November Niche
Sonja Kobler, Silverberry

John Y. Naka Design Award 
The American Bonsai Society in fellowship and remembrance of 
our American Grand Master is pleased to announce that the 2012 
John Y. Naka award program is now open and accepting 
photographic entries from across the North American continent.  
Now is the time to take photographs of our favorite bonsai to 
submit to the contest. These should be good photos, but need not 
be professional.
The program is open to both professionals and hobbyists, 
competing separately, using either Native American plant material 
or plant material grown entirely in North America. 
All North American regional associations, local clubs, study groups 
and professional bonsai educators are encouraged to enter trees 
of members or students of their organizations who exhibit the spirit 
of artistic design taught by John Naka.
Entry deadline is April 1, 2012. Visit the ABS website at http://
absbonsai.org for details. 
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DBS WEBSITE
www.descanso-bonsai.com

December Tips
December and January are busy times, and because of 

holiday preparations, we tend to forget about bonsai. After 
all they are sleeping away the winter, right? 

Now is a great time to clean them up, prune, and wire. 
Japanese and trident maples and Chinese elms (not Catlin 
elms, which are evergreen) can have all leaves removed, 
including those that are still green. 

Prune all of the twiggy growth having more than two 
nodes and those twigs whose nodes are too far apart. 
Leave one or two nodes on each tertiary branch. Do this 
systematically from the lowest branches to the topmost 
branches. When this is done, remove heavy thick top 
branches, paying attention to those with particularly large 
diameters. This occurs when fast growing branches grow 
unnoticed and hidden by the foliage canopy. Strive for a 
multitude of fine secondary and tertiary branches in the 
top one third or one quarter of the tree. 

Don’t be worried if the tree has more than one 
primary branch leading to the apex. As long as one 
terminal remains slightly higher than the rest, the tree will 
be natural looking and aesthetically pleasing. 

When you are through pruning the obvious problem 
branches, consider wiring those branches that are not 
positioned as you would like them to be.

Now is a very good time to pay attention to form and 
inner branch structure of trees in parks and on the streets. 
Notice the natural transition from trunk to primary to 
secondary to tertiary branches - especially in the upper 
portion of the trees. 

This time of the year is a good time to bend and 
manipulate maple, elm, liquidambar, and zelkova 
branches. Branches are generally more flexible at this 
time and because the tree is bare, much easier to wire. 
One exception will be the Japanese elm (Nire). Their 
heavier branches tend to be rather brittle. 

Again, start your wiring with the lowest branches, 
proceed to the top, but only wire those branches that need 
to be repositioned. Strive for a delicate graceful 
appearance with Japanese maples and a more rugged 
ramification on trident maples. Chinese elms whose habit 
is to lose leaves in the winter should be pruned to produce 
the finest network of twigs possible. 

All of these species have a habit of producing heavy, 
thick branches in the uppermost portions of the tree. If 
they grow unnoticed during the year, it will be obvious 
when the leaves are gone which branches need surgery. 
Make the cuts on a slant, making sure they are concave. 
Seal all raw scars over 1/4 of an inch in diameter. 

Now that the upper portion of the tree is taken care of, 
clean the trunk and main branches with a stiff toothbrush 
or a brass wire brush shaped like a large toothbrush. If the 
bark has a crusty rugged look and it is a desirable feature 
of the tree, do not brush it. 

Pull all moss off of the very base of the trunk and 
main roots and brush these also. After covering the soil 
with a cloth or plastic, spray the tree with a good dormant 
spray such as lime sulphur, volck oil or copper oil.  

Set the bonsai in a sunny location where it will be 
admired for its winter look and enjoy it. 
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November Niche
Marie Kwakkestein, Procumbens Nana Juniper
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Al Nelson brought his crew to the DBS November meeting and gave us a thorough and fascinating lesson on oaks. Oaks break 
every rule in the book, Al told us. They have big branches everywhere, and movement in all directions. 

Al gave tips on re-potting oaks (November thru March as long as it stays cold), defoliating them, (up to four times a year if the 
tree is really healthy). Defoliation gets rid of old leaves and forces the new ones to come in smaller. The black oak that Al is 
holding, below right, has leaves that are twice as large when the tree grows in the ground. For potting soil for oaks, Al uses a 
mixture of: 40% pumice, 40% Axis, 10% potting soil, and 10% akadama.

Below left, from left to right, are Alʼs assistants, Harry Inami, Joyce Battell, Howie Kawahara, Ryan Cali, Al Nelson, and, far 
right, Lee Anthony. Jerry Bañuelos holds the demo oak he won at the raffle.

Make Your Reservations For
Descanso Bonsai Society’s

2012 Banquet
Sunday, January 29, 2012

1:30 p.m..          Raffle begins at 3 p.m.
The Angeles National Golf Club 

9401 Foothill Blvd. 
Sunland, CA 91040

www.angelesnational.com    818.951.8771

$30 per person 
Please choose  Salmon Filet, Sirloin Steak, or Vegetarian
We must have your reply by January 27, 2012

Mail checks and reply to:
Elizabeth Likes
9916 Rancho Caballo Dr., Sunland CA 91040
Phone 818.352.3064
Email: LizLikes@aol.com
Or Call/ email your reply to Elizabeth  
and pay at the door.

DBS November Meeting



 

DBS NEWSLETTER
℅ Jim Pelling
944 Pine Grove Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90042-1354

Join the
Descanso Bonsai Society
$25 – Single     $30 – Couples

Payable to:  Descanso Bonsai Society
See Membership Chair Bill at the next 

meeting or send to:
Bill Wawrychuk

4315 Beulah Drive
Flintridge, CA 91011-3322

DBS Board Meeting
Open to all club members interested in 
getting    involved in club operations & 

management
Next  meeting January 23, 2012

At Elizabeth Likesʼs home, 7 p.m., 
9916 Rancho Caballo, Sunland 91040 

December 27-January 1, 2012
San Marino, California 
California Aiseki Kai: 22nd Anniversary Exhibition of Viewing Stones Show
in Friends Hall at the Huntington Library and Botanical Gardens, 1151 Oxford Road. Hours 
are 10:30AM-4:30PM each day, and the display will be open on New Years Day. Daily slide 
shows will repeat each hour, December 29-30, 2011. Free parking and free entry to our 
exhibit. For more information see our website: aisekikai.com or contact hutch@aisekikai.com

February 4-6
Santa Nella, California
California Shohin Seminar 2012 
at the Hotel de Oro. Registration forms and information will be available starting October 30, 
2011. Visit the website at www.calshohin.org or email calshohin@yahoo.com.
February 25-26
San Marino, California 
GSBF Bonsai-A-Thon XVI 
at The Huntington Library and Botanical Gardens, 1151 Oxford Road. This is the annual 
fundraiser for the GSBF Collection at The Huntington. Admission to the event and to the 
Huntington Gardens is free with Bonsai-A-Thon “Early Bird” Registration. Hours are 
7:30AM-4:30PM, both days. A pancake breakfast, a tour hosted by Jim Folsom (Director of 
the Garden), demonstrations, lunch, bonsai exhibits, large sales area, raffle, and an auction 
will all be featured. For more information contact Marge Blasingame, 626-579-0420 or 
margeblasingame@att.net.

April 11-15, 2012 
Garden Grove, California 
California Bonsai Society: 55th Convention and Show 
at the Crown Plaza Anaheim Resort, 12021 harbor Blvd. and starring the iron men of Naka, 
Frank Goya, Harry Hirao, Shig Miya, Ben Oki and Richard Ota. Also featuring Tomohiro 
Masumi, Ryan Neil, and Cheryl Manning, Kenji Miyata, David Nguy, Kathy Shaner and the 
members of CBS. and prizes  For registration information contact Elizabeth Partch at 
elizabethpartch@yahoo.com 
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