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Presidentʼs Message
by Jim Barrett

Last month we installed the Board of 
Directors who will now serve for the 
next two years. Many thanks to 
Cesareo Perez for performing the 
installation ceremony.
 Elizabeth Likes arranged for our 
traditional January banquet. The 

luncheon took place at the Angeles National Golf Club in 
Sunland where the lovely banquet room overlooked the 
beautiful golf course. The food was first class and 
reasonably priced. Thanks, Elizabeth, I think you have the 
job for next year!

As always, the very important raffle helped to offset the 
costs. Many thanks to all who donated. The usual bonsai 
displays were well done and included a variety of deciduous 
and evergreen bonsai.

Speaking of bonsai displays, Iʼm looking for volunteers 
to display their trees in niches at our monthly meetings. Iʼll 
be passing around a sign up sheet at the February meeting. 
Itʼs always fun to bring a tree for one of the niches and itʼs a 
great way to see one of your trees at its best.

We are starting off the year of he rabbit on a fairly even 
keel financially. Iʼm sure with a little help and our membersʼ 
dues, which should be coming in, we will weather the 
financial jolt Descanso Gardens gave us.

The Bonsai-a-Thon is coming this month, on February 
26 and 27. See information about demonstrators, classes, 
etc. on the last page of this newsletter.

Next Club Meeting
February 15, 2011

Club meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month at 
Van de Camp Hall, Descanso Gardens 

1418 Descanso Drive, La Canada Flintridge
Meetings begin at 7 p.m.

Kathy Benson, Plum
Silhouetted against the Angeles Golf Course 

at the DBS annual banquet

February Niche
Marge Blasingame, Jim Barrett

February Demonstrator
Bonsai 101.  This month we will begin a series on 

Bonsai Styles with a demonstration of the 
Formal Upright (Chokkan) style.

Jim Barrett 
will take us through the steps of  creating a Formal 

Upright bonsai.

February Refreshments
Elizabeth Likes, Marie Kwakkestein, Emma Janza, 
and Kathy Benson
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Spray Japanese maples and other trees 
susceptible to powdery mildew with your favorite 
fungicide. Watch for aphids on apple, quince, and 
plum. Watch for spider mites on juniper, black pine, 
and azaleas.

You should be choosing your show trees now. Plan 
for a bonsai and an accent plant in each display.

Repot wisteria after flowering.

February Tips

February and March are probably the best two 
months of the year for potting and re-potting bonsai 
and training trees from nursery cans to bonsai pots.

Deciding which bonsai needs re-potting will 
depend on how long since its last potting and 
whether the tree has become root bound.

If the pot does not have a major inside lip, you 
may want to inspect the root ball by lifting the tree 
out of the pot. Look for a firm root ball with roots 
visible all around the sides and bottom.

Another indication that the tree needs re-potting 
is the soil lifting above the edge of the pot. This 
shows that a matte of roots has formed on the 
bottom and is pushing the tree up. Trident maple 
bonsai are noted for this phenomenon.

One important reason for re-potting is the tree 
has matured beyond its present container.  Either it 
has grown larger or it deserves a more appropriate 
pot.

There are several things to consider when you 
decide to proceed:

Decide which tree or trees you want to pot.
 Choose the pot. And itʼs a good idea to have a 

standby in case the first one doesnʼt work.
.Place the wire or heavy plastic screen over 

each drain hole. Mesh should be at least 1/8” holes. 
Make sure screens are held in place with wire clips 
to keep them in place.

 If you are going to tie the tree in, now is the 
time to install the tie wires. Use a wire of sufficient 
size and strength to do the job.

Make sure the pot is clean inside and out.
Have your favorite mix handy.
All of these preparations should be done before 

the root ball is disturbed. Many bonsai are lost or 
setback if the roots and soil are removed before 
everything is ready.

Some hobbyists take just enough soil and roots 
off to place the tree back in its original pot leaving 
room for an inch or so of new soil. Others are more 
aggressive in cleaning out old soil and prune the 
roots more severly. Both approaches are valid. It all 
depends on the condition of the tree, its root system, 
and the ownerʼs goals for the tree. This all sounds 
pretty involved or complicated–it isnʼt, if you use 
common sense and do not get too rough with the 
tree.

Aesthetic considerations are:
Tree and pot harmony or appropriateness. Is the 

tree placed in the pot properly? Is the tree planted at 
the proper angle or attitude? Is the front of the tree 
facing the viewer? After re-potting, place the tree in 
a shaded area to protect it from the wind. In a week 
to ten days place it where you would normally.

Wait about a month before fertilizing. 
Speaking of fertilizers, you should have started 

fertilizing with organic fertilizer by now. Miracle Grow 
and fast acting fertilizers are best applied at ½ 
strength. Time release and slow acting chemical 
fertilizers, such as Osmocote and Woodace, are 
safe if you follow printed instructions. Some people 
add these to their soil mix.

Many Thanks to
Cesareo Perez, Fred Seeley, Wendy Tsai, Helena Seltzer, 
Eric Roger, Jim and Helen Barrett, Marge Blasingame, 

Ray Blasingame, Kathy Benson, Michael Jonas, 
Elizabeth Likes, James Pai, and Jim Pelling

For donating to our Banquet raffle!
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DBS 2011 Banquet
About thirty people attended the DBS Annual Banquet in 
January, and all agreed the food was outstanding, the 
venue was beautiful, and the company was fabulous. A 
great time was had by all. 
At right, Michael Jonas holds the Golden Chopstick 
Award he received. The other Golden Chopstick 
recipient was Ellen Keneshea.  The award is given 
“whenever we feel like it,” according to President Jim 
Barrett, and “for no particular reason.” But how sweet it 
still is! Congratulations to Michael and Ellen.

Marybel Balendonck, Trident Maple

Lindsay Shiba, the man in charge

Sarah Gyer, Winged Elm

2011 Winter Silhouette Show at the Los Angeles Arboretum

Tak Nakamura, Cork Elm
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DBS Dues are due!!!! 
If you wish to keep receiving the 

newsletter, renew now!
$25 - Single     $30 - Couples

Payable to:  Descanso Bonsai Society
See Membership Chair Bill at the next meeting 

or send to:
Bill Wawrychuk

4315 Beulah Drive
Flintridge, CA 91011-3322

DBS Board Meeting
Open to all club members interested in getting    

involved in club operations & management
Next meeting  March 28, 2011

At Elizabeth Likesʼ s home, 7 p.m., 
9916 Rancho Caballo, Sunland 91040

Bonsai-A-Thon XV

At the Huntington Gardens, 1151 Oxford Road, 
San Marino CA

 Saturday & Sunday, February 26th & 27th, 2011
 7:30AM – 4:30PM           FREE

Extensive Bazaar Area – Select vendors displaying top-
quality tools, pots and trees 

Bonsai Exhibit: Selected bonsai from Dai Ichi Bonsai Kai 
membersʼ collections

Special Shohin Exhibit – Presented by the members of Ko 
Yu Kai.

Demonstrations – Initial training and advanced styling by 
experts

 Saturday Harry Hirao, Mel Ikeda, Cesareo Perez, 
Kathy Benson, and Cheryl Manning

          Sunday David Nguy, Marcus Juniel, Ray     
    Blasingame, Ken the, and Peter Macasieb

Daily Raffle & Auction – Demonstration and donated trees, 
pots, tools and bonsai  related  items

Guided Tours – Led by Jim Folsom, Director of the 
Huntington Botanical Gardens, at 10:00AM daily


