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Presidentʼs Message         by Jim Barrett
The 15th Bonsai-A-Thon was a rousing success.
I want to thank all of our members who volunteered to make this weekend event one of the best ever.
Marge and Ray Blasingame were an outstanding and hard working duo ably aided by our treasurer Elizabeth Likes.
Again, thanks to our members and members of other Golden State Bonsai Federation Clubs we had a great event.
The Huntington Library will host a reception Saturday evening, March 26th,  during the California Bonsai Societyʼs 

annual show. The reception is to honor those responsible for the Bonsai-A-Thon, the winter Suiseki show put on by the 
Aiseki Kai, and of course, the California Bonsai Society and their beautiful bonsai exhibition.

Please join us as we celibrate your accomplishments and the Huntingtonʼs partnership with the people and clubs who 
make up the GSBF, its members and affiliated societies in promoting bonsai and allied arts.

The reception begins at 6:30 p.m. in the Friends Hall at the Huntington Gardens, 1152 Oxford Rd., San Marino.
I hope every one of our members will take advantage of this once a year celebration.

Next Club 
Meeting

March 15, 2011
Club meetings are held 
on the third Tuesday of 
each month at Van de 
Camp Hall, Descanso 

Gardens 
1418 Descanso Drive, 
La Canada Flintridge
Meetings begin at 7 

p.m.

March Niche
Marie Kwakkestein 

Call Jim Barrett at (626) 445-4529 if you want to 
volunteer to bring the second niche tree!

March Demonstrator
Ted Matson

March Refreshments
Wendy Tsai, Ellen Keneshea,

 Helena Seltzer, Michael Jonas

2011 DBS Board.
From left to right, 
Michael Jonas, 
Marge Blasingame, 
James Pai, 
Marie Kwakkestein, 
President Jim Barrett, 
Elizabeth Likes, 
Ellen Keneshea, 
Kathy Benson 
and Master of Ceremonies 
Cesareo Perez.
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Past Pres. Bill Wawrychuk (818) 790-9415
 b_wawrychuk@yahoo.com

1st VP Michael Jonas (818) 776-0813
Activity  Mjonas48@hotmail.com
Coord.

2nd VP Marge Blasingame (626)579-0420
 Blasmrjr@aol.com
Record.  Marie Kwakkestein (818) 353-0885
Secʼ y Mekwakkest@gmail.com
Treasurer Elizabeth Likes (818) 352-3064
 Lizlikes@aol.com
Officer Kathy Benson (626)798-0485
 benson@jps.net
Officer Denny Roche (818)366-2650

Librarian James Pai (626) 614-8079
Officer Jamespai@earthlink.net

Membership  Bill Wawrychuk (818) 790-9415
  b_wawrychuk@yahoo.com

Newsletter     Ellen Keneshea  (818) 363-5752
Editor   ekeneshea@socal.rr.com

DBS WEBSITE
www.descanso-bonsai.com

March Tips

Transplanting wisteria after blooms are gone. If 
you plan to do this, donʼt fertilize for at least one 
month after re-potting. If you have wisteria and do 
not plan to re-pot, fertilize right after the blooms are 
gone. It is said that wisteria require three to four 
times as much fertilizer as most bonsai.  Just make 
sure the fertilizer you use is slow release.

Fer t i l i ze qu ince, ume, c rabapp le and 
pomegranate this month. Do not fertilize satsuke 
azaleas until blooms are gone.

Re-potting can still be done on black pine, 
junipers, pomegranate and azaleas. If you plan to 
re-pot azaleas, you can still trim fairly severely.

Most deciduous trees should be in full leaf by 
now, so wait until the new growth has hardened. If 
you plan to re-pot maples, elm, hornbeam and 
zelkova.

We have had reports of wooly aphids appearing 
on apple, quince and other plants attractive to 
aphids. Malathion with a little Volck Oil mixed in 
should do the trick. The oil allows the malathion to 
stick and penetrate the white fuzz covering the liifle 
critter. Spray again in about ten days. This treatment 
will also take care of regular aphids and spider 
mites.

Start fine-tuning show trees. Threes to be shown 
should not have large-gauge wire on trunks or 
visible on large branches. It is, however, permissible 
to have wire on medium to small branches providing 
it is neatly applied. Annealed copper or anodized 
aluminum are preferred wire choices.

If you wish to darken bright copper wire, soak it 
overnight in purex or diluted muratic acid (swimming 
pool acid.) Wash it with clear water before using.

Start getting rid of moss growing on trunks and 
base roots. Be careful not to damage rough bark 
trees such as black pine and cork bark elm.

Are you planning to change pots before the 
show? Do it now so the tree will look settled in its 
show container. This is a common practice in Japan. 
The show pot is then stored away after the show 
and the tree is returned to its everyday pot.

Many Thanks to
Jerry Banuelos, Emma Janza, Ellen Keneshea, 

Elizabeth Likes, Marge and Ray Blasingame
For donating to our February Raffle
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February Niche
 A Cork Elm Marge Blasingame has been working on for 
twenty years.
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DBS March Demonstration
For our March demo, Ted Matson will 

be describing the moyogi (informal upright) 
style and its creation.  This is probably the 
most common style of bonsai that you will 
see.

Why is that?  A chokkan (formal 
upright) tree, from squat to majestically tall 
is pleasing to the eye and has a calming 
effect on the viewer. Unfortunately straight 
trunk trees are harder to find. More 
common by a long shot is a tree with some 
movement in the trunk, having anything 
from slight curves to extreme ones.

An intriguingly curved tree invites the 
eye into the flow and visual speed of the 
design. The eye follows the movement of 
the tree from the rootage (nebari) through 
the curves and upwards to the crown, 
drinking in all of the snags and reversals of 
the tree  A moyogi can be so striking that 
years later, you may still recall it.

Join us for a great chance to really 
increase your knowledge of this important 
style.

On the Mend…
Denny and Joan Roche
Don and Maggie Graf

We wish them well, and well 
quickly!

DBS FEBRUARY DEMONSTRATION         by Jim Pelling

Jim Barret, aided by Gonzalo Rodriquez, presented a great demo 
that turned a Foemina Juniper into an attractive formal upright bonsai.

Gonzalo did a fine job on the wiring of all the small branches. Jim 
emphasized wiring before trying to style the tree. Once wired, branches 
can be placed. In general, branches should point down to show age, 
with lower branches usually at a greater angle, and the angle gradually 
lessening as branches rise up the tree.

Put some twists in each branch to make the tree look natural, is 
another of Jimʼs tips.

Audience  members voted for a live top on the tree, rather than a 
dead one. For more natural proportions, Jim then cut off about ¼ of 
height of the tree, and bent a top branch up to become the new apex. 

Jim said to choose the pot which will make the tree look good 
without overwhelming or upstaging it.

Of course, the first bonsai pot may be a training pot, a little deeper 
and larger than may be used for more mature tree.

The soil mix Jim prefers for Foeminas is two parts decomposed 
granite, one part pumice, and two parts fir bark (or composted redwood). 
Drainage is the key to good soil for these hardy trees.

Thanks to Jim and Gonzalo for producing a quality tree which will 
grow quickly into a great bonsai. 

Photos: below, Jim Barrett and Gonzalo Rodriguez at work. Right, 
the finished (for the moment) tree.

February Niche
Jim Barrettʼs 

formal upright 
Foemina Juniper



DBS NEWSLETTER
℅ Jim Pelling
944 Pine Grove Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90042-1354

 

 

 

DBS Dues are due!!!! 
If you wish to keep receiving the 

newsletter, renew now!
$25 - Single     $30 - Couples

Payable to:  Descanso Bonsai Society
See Membership Chair Bill at the next meeting 

or send to:
Bill Wawrychuk

4315 Beulah Drive
Flintridge, CA 91011-3322

DBS Board Meeting
Open to all club members interested in getting    

involved in club operations & management
Next meeting March 28, 2011

At Elizabeth Likesʼs home, 7 p.m., 
9916 Rancho Caballo, Sunland 91040

June 18 and 19
Descanso Bonsai Society Annual Show
Come help set up Friday, June 17 and start getting 
your tree(s) ready to exhibit!

March 12-13
Bay Area Bonsai Associates: 29th Annual Show 
Lakeside Park Garden Center, 666 Bellevue Avenue, Oakland 
Show hours are Saturday: 5-9PM and Sunday: 10AM-4PM. 
There will be a 6:30PM, Saturday demonstration by Ryan Neil, 
who apprenticed with Masahiko Kimura, followed by a raffle of 
the demonstration tree and general prizes. Sales of pre-bonsai, 
bonsai, pots, tools, soils, wire, literature and other bonsai related 
materials both days.. Admission is free, and parking is free after 
5PM. For more information contact John Roehl at 
bigbluemoon@comcast.net or at 707-827-3206.

March 27 and 27
California Bonsai Society Annual Show
Huntington Gardens, Friends Hall
1152 Oxford Road, San Marino
Reception Saturday at 6:30 PM

mailto:bigbluemoon@comcast.net
mailto:bigbluemoon@comcast.net

