
 

Descanso Bonsai Society
NEWSLETTER    April 2011

Presidentʼs Message         by Jim Barrett
Here it is April already and Iʼm way behind on trimming, repotting and fertilizing. Seems Iʼve been 
down this road before.
If you donʼt know, there are two changes in our normal schedule this year.
First: our June show will be on the third weekend. June 17th, Friday, set-up; June 18th and 19th is 
show time.
This year our Saturday evening reception will take place for sure. Mark your calendars. We expect 
to have a great time sharing food and drink as well as our ever popular auction and raffle.
If you are planning to sell, or to donate items that the club can sell, see Marge or Ray Blasingame 

for information.
Of course, we will need donations for the auction and raffle. These can be donated anytime before  the events take 

place.
The second change in our schedule is our Potluck/Auction which will b e held the third Tuesday of September this year 

and not in August, as in the past. The reason for this is that Descanso Gardens summer schedule, with its 8 p.m. closing 
time, would interfere with our potluck.

The potluck is not only another fun evening, it is our second biggest fund raiser of the year. The club needs to 
generate revenue to pay for the rental of the Descanso Garden facilities.

At this monthʼs meeting, Michael Jonas has scheduled another demonstration dealing with some of the bonsai 
fundamentals we should all know. This monthʼs demo  will be devoted to the slant style.

Next Club Meeting
April 19 2011

Club meetings are held on the third 
Tuesday of each month at Van de Camp 

Hall, Descanso Gardens 
1418 Descanso Drive, La Canada 

Flintridge
Meetings begin at 7 p.m.

April Niche
Ellen Keneshea
Kathy Benson

April Demonstrator
Marcus Juniel will be 
demonstrating slant style bonsai, 
the third in our series of basic bonsai 
styles. 
Known for putting incredible 
movement into thicker straight 
untrained trees, Marcus takes on the 
challenge of explaining how to 
create a slant style tree.
If you have in your collection of 
bonsai, an example of this lesser 
seen style, bring it in and share with 
the rest of us.
It should be interesting and Marcus 
will create a slant style tree for 
the raffle.

April Refreshments
Jack Honch, Lynette Godoy, 
John Clark, Jerry Bañuelos

Above, March niche, a Ficus Retusa, plucked from a 15 gallon nursery  
container and trained for 8 years by Cesareo Perez. Accent plant is a 
dendrobium orchid.

Many Thanks to
Jerry Bañuelos,  Fred Seeley, 

Marge Blasingame, 
Sonja Kobler. Maggie Carpenter

For donating to our March Raffle
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April Tips
Now that nearly all of our bonsai are 

showing new growth, itʼs time to start 
trimming. It is a good idea to wait until elm and 
maple shoots have two or more sets of leaves 
and the stems are no longer bright green 
before trimming them.

When you do decide to trim your 
deciduous treeʼs new shoots, make sure to 
leave one to two sets of leaves, especially on 
small branches that define the tree ʼs 
silhouette.

The trunk, main branches and some 
secondary branches are the bones of all 
bonsai. But it is the tertiary foliage bearing 
twigs that give the bonsai its mature tree form.

Most junipers can be controlled by 
selective trimming with good sharp  scissors or 
by plucking the new growth to maintain the 
compact foliage masses. One should never 
shear junipers with scissors.

Maybe itʼs time to discuss fertilizers a little 
bit.

When buying commercial plant food, 
notice the label that gives the percentages of 
nitrogen (N), phosphorus (P), and potassium 
(K). The package label displays a three 
number formula, (such as 8-10-6, or 
12-12-12),  identifying the percentage of each 
nutrient in that blend of plant food.

The first number in the formula always 
stands for nitrogen, which promotes greenery 
and leafy growth in plants.

The second number is the percentage of 
phosphorus, used by plants in roots, flowers, 
fruits and seeds.

The third number represents the amount 
of potassium or potash in the plant food. This 
nutrient is required for healthy stems and 
proper growth.

Knowing this, itʼs easy to decide which of 
the many available formulas are best suited to 
the needs of your plants, as long as you know 
what you want your trees to do.

For instance, if you want your trees to 
produce lots of greenery, you should choose a 
plant food highest in the first number, such as 
12-6-4 or 8-4-2.

To promote optimal bloom, you might use 
a formula such as 15-30-15, or 8-12-6, highest 
in the middle number.

Plant food formulas highest in the last 
number are never really needed and are not 
normally available on a commercial basis.

Remember: When using plant foods, be 
sure to apply them in accordance with the 
manufacturerʼs instructions. An overdose can 
be lethal.

If you are in the habit of using liquid 
fertilizers itʼs a good idea to use them at half 
strength.

OFFICERS

President Jim Barrett (626) 445-4529
Past Pres. Bill Wawrychuk (818) 790-9415
 b_wawrychuk@yahoo.com

1st VP Michael Jonas (818) 776-0813
Activity  Mjonas48@hotmail.com
Coord.

2nd VP Marge Blasingame (626)579-0420
 Blasmrjr@aol.com
Record.  Marie Kwakkestein (818) 353-0885
Secʼ y Mekwakkest@gmail.com
Treasurer Elizabeth Likes (818) 352-3064
 Lizlikes@aol.com
Officer Kathy Benson (626)798-0485
 1benson99@charter.net
Officer Denny Roche (818)366-2650
 dvroche@verizon.net

Librarian James Pai (626) 614-8079
Officer paijames@ymail.com

Membership  Bill Wawrychuk (818) 790-9415
 b_wawrychuk@yahoo.com
Newsletter     Ellen Keneshea  (818) 363-5752
Editor   ekeneshea@socal.rr.com

DBS WEBSITE
www.descanso-bonsai.com

French Oak Grove,  Gloria Stuart 
California Bonsai Society 2011 Show
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Sunday, May 1st

Grand Opening of the San Diego Bonsai Club’s Bonsai Pavilion
San Diego Zoo Safari Park

500 San Pasqual Valley Road, Escondido, Ca. 92027
Kofu Kai is planning a bus trip down to the event. Cost is $30 per person round trip and includes a free pass to the wild 
animal park. Bus leaves the Arboretum at 9AM and returns from San Diego at 5PM.
This is an opportunity to enjoy the Collection South at the new pavilion and a free entry to the animal park. On the bus 
we can take food, have a pot luck of finger foods, and bring our favorite beverage including wine and beer if you like, 
relax and visit on the way down and back. Make checks out to Kofu Bonsai Kai and mail to:

Nina Ragle
P.O. Box 4975

Laguna Beach, CA 92652 

DBS MARCH DEMONSTRATION
Ted Matson, right with a moyogi style yaupon holly, led us 
through an explanation and demonstration of the informal 

upright, or moyogi, style. In general, this is a fairly full tree, one 
that in nature stands alone without competition from other trees, 

dominating the landscape. Though the tree trunk bends at 
different angles as it rises, the tree rises to a single apex. The 
styleʼs key characteristic is that the crown always ends up over 

the base of the tree. 

Happy winners of our March raffle, Emma 
Janza (above); Jerry Bañuelos, lower right; 
and Marie Kwakkestein, watched by raffle 

master Cesareo Perez (below)
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Join the
Descanso Bonsai Society
$25 – Single     $30 – Couples

Payable to:  Descanso Bonsai Society
See Membership Chair Bill at the next meeting 

or send to:
Bill Wawrychuk

4315 Beulah Drive
Flintridge, CA 91011-3322

DBS Board Meeting
Open to all club members interested in getting    

involved in club operations & management
Next  meeting  May 2, 2011

Note: First Monday of May!!
At Elizabeth Likesʼs home, 7 p.m., 

9916 Rancho Caballo, Sunland 91040

June 18 - 19
Descanso Bonsai Society Annual Show
Come help set up Friday, June 17 and start getting your 
tree(s) ready to exhibit! And remember, you cannot 
exhibit a tree unless you are a dues paying 
member of DBS.

April 23-24
San Diego, California
San Diego Bonsai Club: Annual Spring Show and Sale at 
Balboa Park, Casa del Prado, Room 101. Hours are 
10AM-5PM. Free parking and free admission. Bonsai 
demonstrations daily at 11AM and 2PM. Bonsai trees, 
pots, and supplies for sale. For more information visit our 
website at www.sandiegobonsaiclub.com

May 1
Escondido, California
San Diego Bonsai Club: New Pavilion Grand Opening 
located at Safari Park the within the San Diego Zoo. 
Ceremony starts at 2PM. Contact Cary Sullivan-Valentine 
at caryme2@yahoo.com, or 760-445-2548 for invitational 
passes or more information.
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