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NEWSLETTER November 2012

The October meeting was very well 
attended in spite of the presidential 
debate. Thank heavens for Tivo!
Our presenter, David Nguy, did his 
usual excellent job, this time styling 
a prostrata juniper and passing on 
many bonsai tips. I especially 

enjoyed the discussion on fertilizing and black pine 
information.

We will be in our regular meeting room this month 
and as a reminder, this is our election of officers and 
board members.

Every club that I know of has a hard time recruiting 
volunteers to conduct the business of their society. We 
are fortunate in having members stepping up and 
assuming the duties of keeping Descanso Bonsai 
Society running smoothly.

Most importantly though, no society such as ours can 
operate without active members. Iʼm always happy to 
see the support and enthusiasm our members show for 
DBS. It has been a pleasure to serve as president this 
last four years.

I have always believes that DBS, entering its 43rd 
year,  is one of the premier bonsai organizations.

As a reminder: this is our last meeting of 2012. I urge 
all of you to be there. Bring your extra Halloween candy 
for those of us with a sweet tooth.

President’s Message
     by Jim Barrett

Next Club Meeting
Tuesday, November 20, 2012

7 p.m. 
Van de Camp Hall, Descanso Gardens 

1418 Descanso Drive, La Canada Flintridge

This is our last meeting of the year! Donʼt miss it!!

Kishu Shimpaku, Mas Ishii
2011 GSBF Convention

November Refreshments
Jody Dundas, Ellen Keneshea, 

Marie Kwakkestein, Fred Seeley
November Niche

         Elizabeth Likes,
         Nathan Simmons

November Demonstrator
Uyen Troung,

 bonsaist and graphic artist, will be our featured 
demonstrator for our last meeting of the year. 
      Bring your show-styled tree or your work-in-process 
bonsai and receive some helpful suggestions on styling as 
well as a wonderful sketch of the future of the tree, signed 
by Uyen.  
     The sketch might turn out so well you may want to 
frame it for your wall. You may bring two trees, but 
depending on time, be prepared for Uyen to only comment 
and draw one tree.

California Juniper, Cesareo Perez
Cesareo has been developing this tree for twelve years. 
He just recently styled it into its current form.
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November Tips

Boy! Last month was more like August than 
October.

Most of my deciduous bonsai took a real 
beating from the heat and their natural slowing 
down for the fall/winter dormancy. 
Consequently the leaves on the maples, 
hornbeam, and plum are pretty far gone. I do 
not expect new growth to replace them.

Although it seems early, I’m recommending 
that you defoliate Japanese maples and any 
deciduous tree whose leaves are shriveled and 
damaged from the hot dry Santa Ana weather 
we had last month. Remove old leaves from the 
soil, scrub the bark on smooth bark trees with a 
mild detergent or Safers insecticide soap.

An early dormant spray treatment would 
then be a prudent thing to do.

I wouldn’t defoliate elms, pomegranate or 
other deciduous trees if their foliage is still 
healthy and strong.

Repotting quince this month is 
recommended by many of our Japanese experts.  
Waiting until spring tends to cause heavy thick 
roots and to stunt the tree’s growth. Quince 
should be given as much sun as you can 
provide.

No high nitrogen fertilizers for the rest of 
this year.

Plants are not taking up water as fast now, 
so modify your watering schedule accordingly. 
Pale green or chartreuse foliage on pines and 
junipers may indicate their soil is staying too 
wet. Hold back on the water and try keeping the 
soil on the dry side (not bone dry.)

Black pine and more juniper bonsai can still 
be repotted now.

The trees that have dropped their leaves and 
the ones you have defoliated can be pruned and 
wired for detail. It’s easier with the foliage 
gone. Also, remove old wire that appears to 
have done its job.
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Juniper, Michael Jonas
October Niche 

MANY THANKS

Jerry Bañuelos, Eric Rogger, Cesareo Perez, 
Marge and Ray Blasingame, Ellen Keneshea, 
Gloria Downie, Peter Macasieb, Fr. Tom Davis

For donating to our October meeting
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DBS October Meeting

Below is the proposed new Board of Directors for the Descanso Bonsai Society. 
The election will be at our November meeting. Board members serve a two year term.

President   Michael Jonas
1st Vice President   Cesareo Perez
2nd Vice President     Fred Seeley
Treasurer                  Elizabeth Likes
Past President          Jim Barrett

                   Board Members
Marge Blasingame        Kathy Benson
Marie Kwakkestein        James Pai
Ellen Keneshea

The talented David Nguy returned as our demonstrator for our October meeting. He 
worked on a prostrata juniper he has had for about ten years. He has kept the tree 
in the same 5 gallon pot to limit the trunk size and increase the look of age in the 
tree. “In a new pot with new soil, the tree grows more and better,” he said. “The tree 
struggles in the same pot, and so looks older.”
David recommended prostratas as a tree for beginning bonsaists as they are “easy 

Above, David 
Nguy styles away 
while Marge 
Blasingame, top 
right, watches. 

Left, the tree at 
the end of the 
night.

Right, lucky 
winner Gloria 
Downie with 
David.

to grow and take care of, easy to play with and hard to kill.” They should be kept in the sun, as they tend to get 
lots of juvenile growth if theyʼre kept in the shade.
When styling, David said, first clear our all the small branches inside, thus making it easier to see the branch 
structure and to style the tree. Then eliminate the big branches you donʼt want. 
A few of his many other tips: wire from the back so you donʼt see the wires crossing the front. When choosing a 
tree, look first at the nebari, or root structure and make sure itʼs good.



DBS Board Meeting
Open to all club members interested in 
getting involved in club operations & 

management.
Next  meeting  TBD

If you are interested in attending, call 
or email Elizabeth Likes for time and 

place
818 352-3064      Lizlikes@aol.com

Join the
Descanso Bonsai Society
$25 - Single     $30 - Couples

Payable to:  
Descanso Bonsai Society

See Membership Chair Fred at the 
next meeting or send to:

Fred Seeley
27124 Crystal Springs Road
Canyon Country, CA 91387

DBS NEWSLETTER
℅ Jim Pelling
944 Pine Grove Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90042-1354

Nov. 2nd , 3rd and 4th  8AM - 6:30 PM   Swap Meet at House of Bonsai 
5214 Palo Verde Ave.,  Lakewood, CA  90713    Admission $1.00
Victoria Lee, owner of House of Bonsai is hosting her first bonsai swap meet for 
everyone who enjoys bonsai as a hobby. This event is not for professional vendors 
but for people who do bonsai.  
You may drop off bonsai, pre-bonsai material or bonsai related items in good 
condition to sell or trade, with prices clearly marked. Ideally drop off should be on 
Thursday afternoon, Nov. 1st, or Friday morning The items will remain at House of 
Bonsai for the three day event and will be kept secure. Vicki will collect the money 
for you. Items not sold can be picked up before 5:30 on Sunday Nov. 4th.
There are commissions involved for sellers and traders so please contact House of 
Bonsai for details at 562-804-6888
 
November 9-10, 2012 Ross, California
Marin Bonsai Club: Fall Show at the Marin Art & Garden Center, Livermore Pavilion, 
30 Sir Francis Drake Blvd. Friday hours are 5:30-9:30 PM, demonstration by Bob 
Hilvers, silent auction, raffles, sale. Saturday hours are 10 AM-4 PM, with several 
demos, vendor and club sales, show critique and raffles. Admission free. More 
information at www.marinbonsai.org or Alison Seaman, 415-789-1167.

On March 13, 2013 DBS will be having the unique opportunity of having Italian 
bonsai master, Mauro Stemberger, as our evening demonstrator.  This should be 
a great event.  We will also be having Mauro for an all day workshop in the Maple 
room during the same day.  You may opt for a half day, either 10:00 to 1:00 or 
2:00 to 5:00 for $40.00, or a whole day class with the master, Subway sandwich 
lunch included, 10:00 to 5:00 for $70.00.  Bring your best and see Mauro make it 
better.  We are now accepting reservations for space in the workshop.  Silent 
observers may attend for $5.00 per session plus $5.00 for lunch if desired.
To view Mauro's work and bio see http://www.italianbonsaidream.com/.
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