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NEWSLETTER December 2012

Iʼm writing this from tPalm De3sert, 
sitting in our trailer. Iʼm sorry to miss 
our last meeting of the year, 
especially missing the election of the 
officers and of board members.
The last four years have been very 
interesting. in spite of some financial 

worries, weʼve actually grown a bit in that area.
As far as paid membership is concerned, we have 

stayed pretty static–weʼve gained some and have lost 
some. Maybe we need to address this issue next year.

I want to say how much I enjoyed  working with the 
outgoing Board this last four years. Iʼve never worked 
with such a dedicated group. I know the club will be in 
good hands in the next few years.

Next month is our annual banquet. This is always a 
great time to sit down and enjoy each otherʼs company.

It is also a time to honor those who have worked so 
hard to keep the society the first class organization it is.

We will also be swearing in the new Board. Please 
congratulate them and give them the loyalty they need.

I hope to see you at the banquet.

President’s Message
     by Jim Barrett

Next Club Meeting
Tuesday, February 19, 2013

7 p.m. 
Van de Camp Hall, Descanso Gardens 

1418 Descanso Drive, La Canada Flintridge

NO DBS MEETING IN 
DECEMBER!

November Niche
Nathan  Simmons, Korean Hornbeam

Make Your Reservations For

Descanso Bonsai Society’s
2013 Banquet

Sunday, January 27, 2013
1:30 p.m.          Raffle begins at 3 p.m.

The Angeles National Golf Club 
9401 Foothill Blvd. 

Sunland, CA 91040
www.angelesnational.com    818.951.8771

Reply to:
Elizabeth Likes
9916 Rancho Caballo Dr., Sunland 
CA 91040
Phone 818.352.3064
Email: LizLikes@aol.com

http://www.anlelesnational.com
http://www.anlelesnational.com
mailto:LIzLIkes@aol.com
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December Tips

December and January are busy times, and 
because of holiday preparations, we tend to 
forget about bonsai. After all they are sleeping 
away the winter, right? 

Now is a great time to clean them up, 
prune, and wire. Japanese and trident maples 
and Chinese elms (not Catlin elms, which are 
evergreen) can have all leaves removed, 
including those that are still green. 

Prune all of the twiggy growth having more 
than two nodes and those twigs whose nodes 
are too far apart. Leave one or two nodes on 
each tertiary branch. Do this systematically 
from the lowest branches to the topmost 
branches. When this is done, remove heavy 
thick top branches, paying attention to those 
with particularly large diameters. This occurs 
when fast growing branches grow unnoticed 
and hidden by the foliage canopy. Strive for a 
multitude of fine secondary and tertiary 
branches in the top one third or one quarter of 
the tree. 

Don’t be worried if the tree has more than 
one primary branch leading to the apex. As long 
as one terminal remains slightly higher than the 
rest, the tree will be natural looking and 
aesthetically pleasing. 

When you are through pruning the obvious 
problem branches, consider wiring those 
branches that are not positioned as you would 
like them to be.

Now is a very good time to pay attention to 
form and inner branch structure of trees in parks 
and on the streets. Notice the natural transition 
from trunk to primary to secondary to tertiary 
branches - especially in the upper portion of the 
trees. 

This time of the year is a good time to bend 
and manipulate maple, elm, liquidambar, and 
zelkova branches. Branches are generally more 
flexible at this time and because the tree is bare, 
much easier to wire. One exception will be the 
Japanese elm (Nire). Their heavier branches 
tend to be rather brittle. 

Again, start your wiring with the lowest 
branches, proceed to the top, but only wire 
those branches that need to be repositioned. 
Strive for a delicate graceful appearance with 
Japanese maples and a more rugged 
ramification on trident maples. Chinese elms 
whose habit is to lose leaves in the winter 
should be pruned to produce the finest network 
of twigs possible. 

All of these species have a habit of 
producing heavy, thick branches in the 
uppermost portions of the tree. If they grow 
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unnoticed during the year, it will be obvious when the leaves 
are gone which branches need surgery. Make the cuts on a slant, 
making sure they are concave. Seal all raw scars over 1/4 of an 
inch in diameter. 

Now that the upper portion of the tree is taken care of, clean 
the trunk and main branches with a stiff toothbrush or a brass wire 
brush shaped like a large toothbrush. If the bark has a crusty 
rugged look and it is a desirable feature of the tree, do not brush it. 

Pull all moss off of the very base of the trunk and main roots 
and brush these also. After covering the soil with a cloth or plastic, 
spray the tree with a good dormant spray such as lime sulphur, 
volck oil or copper oil.  

Set the bonsai in a sunny location where it will be admired for 
its winter look and enjoy 

MANY THANKS

George Haas and Ellen Keneshea

For donating to our November meeting
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DBS November Meeting

BASSIN’S BONSAI TOOLS
A note from Everett Bassin of Bassin’s 

Bonsai Tools, to all his customers and fellow 
bonsai club enthusisasts last month said that 
due to due to his wife Sharyn’s stroke and 
helping to take care of all of her needs, he is 
selling much of his business.

He has pots, suiseki rocks, pins and a 
large collection of bonsai books for sale. 
Though he has returned all tools and wire, he 
can still order them for anyone at cost plus 
shipping.

If you are interested, call him at 
714‐827‐0661.

We are sorry to report the 
passing of Francisca Neumann 
on Nov. 22 of complications from 
a blood disorder. She was 73. 

Fran was a DBS member for 
the past ten years and was a 
Descanso Gardens Trustee. She 
was a lovely lady and will be 
much missed.

Services for Fran will be held 
at 1:30 p.m. Dec. 15 at 
Neighborhood Unitarian 
Universalist Church, 301 N. 
Orange Grove Blvd., Pasadena.

At our November meeting, the talented Nguyen Troung talked 
about bonsai basics and then critiqued the trees brought in by 
members (seen below) and drew pictures of possible ways to 
style or improve the trees as bonsai.

Above left, Fred Seeley, Cesareo Perez and Rick Near watch and 
listen as Truong discusses a possible future for the juniper.



DBS Board Meeting
Open to all club members interested in 
getting involved in club operations & 

management.
Next  meeting  Decem ber 10, 2012

At Elizabeth Likesʼs home, 7 p.m., 
9916 Rancho Caballo, Sunland 91040

Join the
Descanso Bonsai Society
$25 - Single     $30 - Couples

Payable to:  
Descanso Bonsai Society

See Membership Chair Fred at the 
next meeting or send to:

Fred Seeley
27124 Crystal Springs Road
Canyon Country, CA 91387

DBS NEWSLETTER
℅ Jim Pelling
944 Pine Grove Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90042-1354

December 27, 2012 – January 2, 2013: San Marino, CA 
California Aiseki Kai: 23rd Anniversary Exhibition of Viewing Stones 
Show, located in Friends Hall at The Huntington Library and Botanical 
Gardens, 1151 Oxford Road. Hours are 10:30 AM – 4:30 PM each day. Closed 
on New Year’s Day. Free parking and free entry into the exhibit. For more 
information see our website: www.aisekikai.com and/or contact 
hutch@aisekikai.com 

January 19 to 20, 2013 San Marino, California 
Winter Silhouettes at the Los Angeles Arboretum. 
Call the Arboretum for times. 

February 23 & 24, 2013: San Marino, California 
Bonsai-A-Thon XVII at The Huntington Library and Botanical Gardens, 
1151 Oxford Road. 
This is the annual fundraiser for the GSBF Collection at The Huntington. 
Admission to the event and to the Huntington Gardens is free with Bonsai-A-
Thon “Early Bird” Registration. Hours are 7:30 AM – 4:30 PM both days. 
Pancake breakfast, tour hosted by Jim Folsom (Director of the Garden), 
demonstrations, lunch, bonsai exhibits, large sales area, raffle, and auction. For 
more information, contact Marge Blasingame, 626-579-0420 or 
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