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Descanso Bonsai Society
NEWSLETTER February 2012

     Our traditional yearly banquet was 
a huge success. I want to say thank 
you to the members who organized it 
and worked to make it a fun event.
Thanks to Elizabeth Lies who worked 
with the country club staff to select the 
menu and helped with all the details 
that assured a smooth function. Thanks 

to Cesareo Perez and his helpers who handled the benefit 
drawing. And to Marie Kwakkestein for selecting and 
bringing center pieces. To those who brought a bonsai set-
up, thank you.

But most of all I want to thank the over 40 members who 
attended, who donated to the drawing, and who supported 
the afternoon occasion. This was truly a well attended and 
fun banquet.

We called out the manager, the chef, and the servers for 
an enthusiastic round of applause for an outstanding job.

We are going into our 43rd year as a society and all 
indications point to a successful one. You wonʼt want to miss 
our first meeting February 21st.

Membership dues are due and Elizabeth Likes will be                    
happy to receive them. 

By the way, Iʼm still looking for a membership 
chairperson to take over the position from Bill 
Wawrychuk. See him to find out how easy it is.

Thanks again to our members for the support you give. 
Iʼm looking forward to another great year.

President’s Message
   by Jim Barrett

Larry Ragle,  Korean Hornbeam      2012 Winter Silhouettes Show
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Presents 

Bonsai-A-Thon XV 
 Saturday & Sunday, February 25th & 26th, 2012 
 7:30AM – 4:30PM 
 
 
 
We invite everyone – bonsai novices, enthusiasts and experts – to our annual 
fundraising event on behalf of the Golden State Bonsai Federation Collection at 
the Huntington. Find us at The Botanical Gardens’ Botanical Center Building, 
1151 Oxford Road, San Marino, California. 
 

Featuring 
 

1. Extensive Bazaar Area – Select vendors selling top-quality tools, pots 
and trees (raw material to display-ready); masterpiece trees on display  

2. Bonsai Exhibit – By Russell Benson & Sansui-Kai members 

3. Special Exhibit – By the Huntington in the Flora-Legium room 

4. Demonstrations – Initial training and advanced styling by experts 

5. Daily Raffle & Auction – Demonstration and donated trees, pots, tools… 

6. Guided Tours – Led by Jim Folsom, Director of the Huntington Botanical 
Gardens, at 10:00AM each day 
• GSBF Bonsai Collection at the Huntington  
• Proposed expansion of the Japanese Garden 

 

THE GSBF COLLECTION AT THE HUNTINGTON 

Next Club Meeting
February 21, 2012

Club meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each 
month at Van de Camp Hall, Descanso Gardens 

1418 Descanso Drive, La Canada Flintridge
DON’T MISS THE FIRST MEETING OF THE YEAR!Zelkova, Bill Hutchinson       2012  Winter Silhouettes

February Demonstrator
Denny Roche

February Niche
Denny Roche and Jim Pelling

February Refreshments

Ellen Keneshea, Marie Kwakkestein, 

Marge Blasingame, Emma Janza
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President Jim Barrett (626) 445-4529
Past Pres. Bill Wawrychuk (818) 790-9415
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Treasurer Elizabeth Likes (818) 352-3064
 Lizlikes@aol.com
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DBS WEBSITE
www.descanso-bonsai.com

February Tips

February and March are probably the best two months of 
the year for potting and re-potting bonsai and training tree 
from nursery cans to bonsai pots.

Deciding which bonsai needs re-potting will depend on 
how long since its last potting and whether the tree has 
become root bound.

If the pot does not have a major inside lip, you may want 
to inspect the root ball by lifting the tree out of the pot. Look 
for a firm root ball with roots visible all around the sides and 
bottom.

Another indication that the tree needs re-potting is the 
soil lifting above the edge of the pot. This shows that a matte 
of roots has formed on the bottom and is pushing the tree up. 
Trident maple bonsai are noted for this phenomenon.

One important reason for re-potting is that the tree has 
matured beyond its present container.  Either it has grown 
larger or it deserves a more appropriate pot.

There are several things to consider when you decide to 
proceed.:

1.  Decide which tree or trees you want to pot.
2. The preferred one does not work out.
3.  Place the wire or heavy plastic screen over each drain 

hole. Mesh should be at least 1/8” holes. Make sure screens 
are held in place with wire clips to keep them in place.

4.  If you are going to tie the tree in, now is the time to 
install the tie wires. Use a wire of sufficient size and strength 
to do the job.

5.  Make sure the pot is clean inside and out.
6.  Have your favorite mix handy.
All of these preparations should be done before the root 

ball is disturbed. Many bonsai are lost or set back if the roots 
and soil are removed before everything is ready.

Some hobbyists take just enough soil and roots off to 
place the tree back in its original pot leaving room for an inch 
or so of new soil. Others are more aggressive in cleaning out 
old soil and prune the roots more severely. Both approaches 
are valid. It all depends on the condition of the tree, its root 
system, and the owner’s goals for the tree. This all sounds 
pretty involved or complicated–it isn’t, if you use common 
sense and do not get too rough with the tree.

Aesthetic considerations are:
Tree and pot harmony or appropriateness. Is the tree 

placed in the pot properly? Is the tree planted at the proper 
angle or attitude. Is the front of the tree facing the viewer?

After re-potting, place the tree in a shaded area to protect 
it from the wind. In a week to ten days place it where you 
would normally.

Wait  about a month before fertilizing. 
Speaking of fertilizers, you should have started fertilizing 

with organic fertilizer by now. Miracle Grow and fast acting 
fertilizers are best applied at ½ strength. Time release and 
slow acting chemical fertilizers, such as Ozmocote and 
woodace, are safe if you follow printed instructions. Some 
people add these to their soil mix.

Spray Japanese maples and other trees susceptible to 
powdery mildew with your favorite fungicide. Watch for 
aphids on apple, quince, and plum. Watch for spider mites on 
juniper, black pine, and azaleas.

You should be choosing your show trees now. Plan for a 
bonsai and an accent plant in each display.

Re-pot wisteria after flowering.
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DBS DUES ARE DUE!
PLEASE PAY $25 SINGLE OR $30 PER 

COUPLE SO THE CLUB CAN KEEP GOING!! 
Payable to:  Descanso Bonsai Society
See Membership Chair Bill at the next 

meeting or send to:
Bill Wawrychuk

4315 Beulah Drive
Flintridge, CA 91011-3322

MANY THANKS

Sonja Kobler, Maggie Carpenter, Estate of Sam Goffman, 
Cesareo Perez, Emma Janza, Maria Atkison, Fred Seeley, 

James Pai, Don Graf, Jose and Lyne Godoy, Marge 
Blasingame, Ilse Stein, Wendy Tsai, Denny Roche, 

Michael Jonas, Helena Seltzer, Elizabeth Likes, Jim 
Pelling, Marj Branson, and Kathy Benson

For donating to our January Raffle!
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Two bonsai from the 
Baikoen Bonsai Kenyukai

2012 Winter Silhouettes Show

Cork Elm, Marge Blasingame

DESCANSO BONSAI SOCIETY 2012 BANQUET
Forty-two people enjoyed a delicious banquet, raffle, and each otherʼs company at the DBS annual banquet, held at the Angeles National 
Golf Club on January 29.
Below, left to right, Jim Pelling and Maggie Carpenter hold their Golden Chopsticks, given to honor them for pretty much no reason at all. 
Board  secretary Marie Kwakkestein and raffle master Cesareo Perez celebrate with club jackets given for their hard work.

Chinese Elms, Elaine Jeche



 

DBS NEWSLETTER
℅ Jim Pelling
944 Pine Grove Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90042-1354

Join the
Descanso Bonsai Society
$25 - Single     $30 - Couples

Payable to:  Descanso Bonsai 
Society

See Membership Chair Bill at the 
next meeting or send to:

Bill Wawrychuk
4315 Beulah Drive

Flintridge, CA 91011-3322

DBS Board Meeting
Open to all club members 

interested in getting    involved in 
club operations & management

Next  meeting   March 26,  
2012

At Elizabeth Likesʼs home, 7 p.m., 
9916 Rancho Caballo, Sunland 

91040

John Y. Naka Design Award: The American Bonsai Society in fellowship and 
remembrance of our American Grand Master is pleased to announce that the 2012 John Y. Naka 
award program is now open and accepting photographic entries from across the North American 
continent. The program is open to both professionals and hobbyists, competing separately, using 
either Native American plant material or plant material grown entirely in North America. All North 
American regional associations, local clubs, study groups and professional Bonsai educators are 
encouraged to enter trees of members or students of their organizations who exhibit the spirit of 
artistic design taught by John Naka. Entry deadline is April 1, 2012. Visit the ABS website at http://
absbonsai.org for details. 

Feb. 25-26
San Marino, California 
GSBF Bonsai-A-Thon XVI 
at The Huntington Library and Botanical Gardens, 1151 Oxford Road. This is the annual fundraiser 
for the GSBF Collection at The Huntington. Admission to the event and to the Huntington Gardens 
is free with Bonsai-A-Thon “Early Bird” Registration. Hours are 7:30AM-4:30PM, both days. A 
pancake breakfast, a tour hosted by Jim Folsom (Director of the Garden), demonstrations, lunch, 
bonsai exhibits, large sales area, raffle, and an auction will all be featured. For more information 
contact Marge Blasingame, 626-579-0420 or margeblasingame@att.net.

April 11-15, 2012 
Garden Grove, California 
California Bonsai Society: 55th Convention and Show 
at the Crown Plaza Anaheim Resort, 12021 harbor Blvd. and starring the iron men of Naka, Frank 
Goya, Harry Hirao, Shig Miya, Ben Oki and Richard Ota. Also featuring Tomohiro Masumi, Ryan 
Neil, and Cheryl Manning, Kenji Miyata, David Nguy, Kathy Shaner and the members of CBS. and 
prizes  For registration information contact Elizabeth Partch at elizabethpartch@yahoo.com 
April 26, 27, 28, 29, 2012 
Orange Empire Bonsai Society Exhibition – 23rd Annual Spring Garden Show at the 
South Coast Plaza. For more information contact David Nadzam at dnadzam@socal.rr.com or 
714-345-6966 April 26, 27, 28, 29, 2012 
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