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Descanso Bonsai Society
NEWSLETTER April 2012

  One of the concerns we always seem 
to have at this time of year is reminding 
those members who have not yet paid 
their yearly dues to please do so. Fred 
Seeley, our new Membership 
Chairperson, will be happy to take your 
dues, either by mail or at the next 
meeting.

Speaking of reminders, our bonsai show is a little over 
two months away. I expect the usual great turnout, not only 
of super bonsai, but help in setting up, tearing down, and 
hosting during the event. So save the dates, June 15 to help 
set up, and, 16 and 17 for the show.

I donʼt expect a change in the format as it seems to be a 
very enjoyable and workable program.

We will have the novice exhibit, the advanced exhibit, 
and the sales area,.Demonstrations will be on both days, 
and our ever popular reception, raffle and auction is on 
Saturday night.

Meanwhile, donʼt miss Bob Hilversʼs talk and demo on 
oaks at this monthʼs meeting.

President’s Message
   by Jim Barrett

Kathy Benson, Plum      2012 California Bonsai Show

Next Club Meeting
April 17, 2012

Club meetings are held on the third Tuesday of 
each month at 7:30 p.m.

Van de Camp Hall, Descanso Gardens 
1418 Descanso Drive, La Canada Flintridge

April Demonstrator
Bob Hilvers 

will style an oak tree.

April Niche
Kathy Benson          Emil Depiero

April Refreshments

Jerry Bañuelos, Sonja Kobler, 
Gloria Downie, Jack Honch

Ben Oki, Ginkgo    CBS 2012 Show
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April Tips

Since our meetings are sometimes well past the middle of 
the month, we will attempt to include information that is 
important for the next month as well.

This time of year can be a very busy one for those of us 
with deciduous trees.

Deciduous trees need constant attention to keep upper 
growth in balance with the middle growth and the lower 
areas. Cut long shoots in the tops of maples, elms and 
especially zelkova, to one or two nodes or leaves. Rub off 
unwanted sprouts before they develop into shoots.

Prune for shape and remove large leaves that block 
sunlight to the interior of the tree. From now on our task 
should be to encourage ramification, shape and health.

Fertilize your trees with slow acting fertilizers or time-
release plant food. It is better to feed a little more often, than 
a lot once in awhile.

Resist candle pruning your black pine bonsai until June or 
later. Black pine, in growing containers that need more 
development can be candle pruned in May.

Repotting—bonsai pot to bonsai pot—can still be done 
safely, especially pomegranate, most ficus, elms, wisteria, 
junipers and azaleas. Olives can be potted, or if you wish, 
they can be worked on now.

Watch for powdery mildew on maples, quince, crabapples 
and crepe myrtle.

Watch for aphids and spider mites. They will be very 
active this year. If your trees are infested with black ants 
chances are you have aphids or scale.

Keep after the trees you want to show in June. A little 
work often will save a lot of work later on and the tree will 
look super.

Be on the lookout for quality display stands, slabs, etc.
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DBS DUES ARE DUE!
PLEASE PAY $25 SINGLE OR $30 PER 

COUPLE SO THE CLUB CAN KEEP GOING!! 
Payable to:  Descanso Bonsai Society
See Membership Chair Bill at the next 

meeting or send to:
Fred  Seeley

27124 Crystal Springs Road
Canyon Country, CA 91387

MANY THANKS

Estate of Sam Goffman, Jerry Bañuelos, 
Fred Seeley, Elaine Jeche, Kimura Nursery,

Elizabeth Likes, Emma Janza, and George Dy

For donating to our March Raffle!

Dan Kashinsky, Coastal Live Oak, 2012 Bonsai-A-Thon
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Japanese Garden at the Huntington to Reopen
 After a year-long closure and a $6.8 million renovation, the historic Japanese Garden is set to reopen to the public on 
April 11, marking its centennial as one of the most beloved and iconic landscapes at The Huntington. Among the new features 
visitors will now see is an authentic ceremonial teahouse, situated on a ridge above the existing Japanese House and set 
within a traditionally landscaped tea garden. A newly created waterfall cascades down the slope, visually connecting the tea 
garden to the ponds below.
  The teahouse, called Seifu-an (the Arbor of Pure Breeze), was donated to The Huntington by the Pasadena Buddhist 
Temple. Built in Kyoto in the 1960s, it made a return trip to Japan for restoration in 2010. Kyoto-based architect and craftsman 
Yoshiaki Nakamura (whose father built the original structure) oversaw the restoration. The restored teahouse was then 
shipped back to San Marino and painstakingly reassembled here under the tutelage of Nakamura and other expert craftsmen 
who had traveled from Kyoto for the project. Its location on a picturesque ridge will provide visitors with a stunning new 
vantage point from which to admire the vista below.  Pictures are
of the work in progress. Bottom right, the Garden as it was.

Bob Pressler, owner of Kimura Nursery, where he also gives classes,  demonstrated a 3 
trunk Hollywood Juniper for our Descanso March meeBng. Bob decided to keep all 3 
trunks. He removed all unwanted branches and bent the two sub trunks to make a 
triangular shape overall. He wrapped the boDom of both trunks securely with raffia, 
using about two feet to cover  four inches. Bob then bent the right hand trunk up by 

 hand, and Bed it with a guy wire. For 
leverage, Bob wired a piece of reinforcing 
bar onto the leG trunk, then bent that trunk 
up, and fastened it with another guy wire. 
Major branches were wired to redo the 
apex, then minor branches were wired. A 
happy Al Espinosa won the tree. 

DBS March Meeting
	 	 	 Text and Pictures by Jim Pelling



 

April 11-15, 2012 
Garden Grove, California 
California Bonsai Society: 55th Convention and Show 
at the Crown Plaza Anaheim Resort, 12021 harbor Blvd. and starring 
the iron men of Naka, Frank Goya, Harry Hirao, Shig Miya, Ben Oki 
and Richard Ota. Also featuring Tomohiro Masumi, Ryan Neil, and 
Cheryl Manning, Kenji Miyata, David Nguy, Kathy Shaner and the 
members of CBS. and prizes  For registration information contact 
Elizabeth Partch at elizabethpartch@yahoo.com 

April 26, 27, 28, 29, 2012
Costa Mesa, California
Orange Empire Bonsai Society: Bonsai Exhibition at the 23rd 
Annual Spring Garden Show at the South Coast Plaza, 3333 Bear 
Street. The show dates and times are Thursday and Friday from 
10AM-9PM, Saturday from 10AM-8PM and Sunday 11AM-6:30PM. 
There will be a traditional display of bonsai trees with accent plants, 
along with an ongoing bonsai trimming demonstration. Al Nelson will 
conduct a saikei workshop seminar. The date and time are 
forthcoming. For more information please contact David Nadzam at 
dnadzam@socal.rr.com or 714-345-6966.

April 28-29, 2012
San Diego, California 
San Diego Bonsai Club: Annual Spring Show and Sale 
at Balboa Park, Casa del Prado, Room 101. Hours are 10AM-5PM. 
Free parking and free admission. Bonsai Demonstrations daily at 
11AM and 1PM. Bonsai trees, pots, and supplies for sale. For more 
information visit out website at www.sandiegobonsaiclub.com.

DBS Board Meeting
Open to all club members interested in 
getting    involved in club operations & 

management
Next  meeting  April 16  2012

At Elizabeth Likesʼs home, 7 p.m., 
9916 Rancho Caballo, Sunland 91040

Join the
Descanso Bonsai Society
$25 - Single     $30 - Couples

Payable to:  
Descanso Bonsai Society

See Membership Chair Fred at the next 
meeting or send to:

Fred Seeley
27124 Crystal Springs Road
Canyon Country, CA 91387

DBS NEWSLETTER
℅ Jim Pelling
944 Pine Grove Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90042-1354
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