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Summer is still with us and my 
trees are showing some stress, but 
I donʼt think this is unusual. As long 
as I donʼt forget to water at least 
once a day they should be ok.
I must admit Iʼve neglected my 
pruning program, so most of my 
bonsai look pretty shabby.

Next month is our Potluck and Auction and all around 
good time meeting. We will also enjoy the traditional tram 
ride through the gardens, which is always a popular 
event.

The evening is always open to our friends, family, 
and members of other bonsai clubs, so pass the word!

Letʼs have a good turn-out for our August meeting.
And donʼt forget–this fall is election of officers time. If 

you can serve and want to volunteer, see me or one of 
the other board members.

Serving on the DBS Board is a great way to get to 
know your fellow bonsai enthusiasts and to have a real 
say in the future activities of our club. So give it a 
thought!

President’s Message
     by Jim Barrett

August Demonstrator

This month Peter Macasieb returns to work 
on a Procumbens Nana juniper for the club that 
he says is really great material.  Considering the 
excellent work he did on the Shimpaku juniper a 
couple of months ago that Emma Janza was 
fortunate to win, it should be a great demo and a 
wonderful tree for the raffle.  Another not to be 
missed DBS meeting for a hot August night.

August Niche
            Michael Jonas, Jim Barrett

August Refreshments
Fred Seeley, Grace Sy, 

Dave Marshak, Ellen Keneshea

Next Club Meeting
August 21, 2012 

Club meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month 
at 7:30 p.m.

Van de Camp Hall, Descanso Gardens 
1418 Descanso Drive, La Canada Flintridge

Two bonsai on view at the National Arboretumʼs 
Bonsai and Penjing Museum in Washington D.C. 
this spring.
Above, Goshin, John Nakaʼs Foemina Juniper 
forest.
Left, Maybel Balendonckʼs Catlin Elm grove.
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August Tips
Ahh! Good old summer. Between the heat and the not 

so good water, most maples (at least mine) look pretty 
tired.

If the maples are healthy, consider leaf pruning them 
towards the end of this month. Remove every leaf – large, 
small, healthy or shriveled. Leaving some or pruning in 
stages only makes the tree try to survive on what is left. I 
don’t recommend leaf pruning red or lace leaf varieties.

If you candle pruned your black pines in June or July, 
you should have many new shoots appearing at the base of 
the cut-off candles. Selectively remove those shoots that 
are growing vertically off horizontal branches, leaving one 
or two side shoots and one for the new terminal of each 
branch. What you want to promote is a fine network of 
twigs.

On vertical branches in the upper areas and the top of 
the tree, remove the center candles, leaving one, two, or 
three side shoots. On more mature trees and more intricate 
networks of twigs and branches, leave fewer new shoots.

In October or November, you will want to remove 
some of the new growth you left this summer. More about 
this next month.

Think about rotating your trees – especially if they are 
displayed against a wall or fence. Turning them 
periodically will even out the growth and may prevent 
dieback.

Some trees are entering a semi-dormant period now 
and, for this reason, seem to need less water. Don’t think 
that something is wrong unless the tree shows signs of 
distress. Heat buildup in soil above 80 or 90 degrees tends 
to slow growth. This is natural. Do not water if the soil is 
still wet. It takes practice and knowledge of your plants’ 
needs to keep them healthy and happy. Fortunately most 
plants survive most mistakes.

If you fertilize this month, do so sparingly. I 
recommend a very diluted liquid fertilizer low in nitrogen if 
you must fertilize.

Spraying fungicide to control powdery mildew or 
needle cast may also kill beneficial fungi present in soils. 
It’s not a bad idea to cover soil surfaces with plastic or a 
portable shield to keep drips and spray off of the soil.

Wire that was put on earlier this winter or spring should 
be checked – especially on deciduous trees. Remove all 
wire and reapply it only on those branches that do not hold 
their position and shape.

No repotting except emergency repotting until this fall.
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MANY THANKS
Ted Matson, Martha Smith, Elaine Jeche, 

Emma Janza, Jerry Banueles, Walter Zipusch, 
Hank Gugel

For donating to our July Raffle!

Kathy Bensonʼs Trident Maple from the DBS 2012 Show
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DBS July Mee+ng

Text and Photos by Jim Pelling

Our own Ted Matson was the demonstrator for our July mee5ng. He 
spoke about tropicals and semi‐tropicals.

He brought an elephant food,  a ficus, and a yaupan holly, plus several 
other small varie5es of trees to work on.

 He trimmed and repoBed some of them and root pruned another. 
Several were put in the drawing.

The trimming was some5mes quite radical, cuEng off most of the top 
of one of the demo trees.

DBS MEETING
July NIche
Left, 
Michael Jonas, 
Olive
Right, 
Marge Blasingame, 
Shohin Pine
Below,
Demonstrator
Ted Matson 
works on trees at the 
meeting.



August 18th and 19th 2012, Los Angeles, CA
Nanpu Kai Annual Show 
at the JACCC (Japanese American Cultural and Community 
Center) in Little Tokyo, 244 South San Pedro Street, Los Angeles, 
CA 90012, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Nanpu Kai is the oldest bonsai club in Los Angeles and the show 
is always worth seeing.

DBS Board Meeting
Open to all club members interested in 
getting involved in club operations & 

management.
Next  meeting  TBD

At 6 p.m., in the Maple Room at
Descanso Gardens

1418 Descanso Drive, La Canada 
Flintridge

Join the
Descanso Bonsai Society
$25 - Single     $30 - Couples

Payable to:  
Descanso Bonsai Society

See Membership Chair Fred at the next 
meeting or send to:

Fred Seeley
27124 Crystal Springs Road
Canyon Country, CA 91387

DBS NEWSLETTER
℅ Jim Pelling
944 Pine Grove Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90042-1354

October 25th - 28th, at the DoubleTree Hotel in Sacramento
Golden State Bonsai Federation Convention XXXV
Honoring HARRY HIRAO, "Mr. California Juniper"
"Raising the Bar" GSBF 1st Judged Exhibit and 
The first all California Native Tree Exhibit
HEADLINERS
Ryan Neil,  David Nguy,  Kevin Willson

August 25 - 26, 2012,  Santa Rosa, California
Redwood Empire Bonsai Society (REBS) 

29th Annual Show at the Santa Rosa Veterans Memorial Building, 1351 Maple 
Ave. The show will be held on Saturday from 10 AM - 5 PM and Sunday from 
10 AM - 4 PM. There will be 200 trees on display for public viewing, members' 
sales room, large vendor area, benefit drawing, and silent auction. 
Demonstration both days at 1 PM by club sensei Kathy Shaner. 
Refreshments, parking, and admission are free. For more information, contact 
Bob Shimon at 707-884-4126 or shimon@mcn.org.

http://doubletree1.hilton.com/en_US/dt/hotel/RLSA-DT-DoubleTree-by-Hilton-Hotel-Sacramento-California/index.do
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