
ting,Ellen Keneshea

I hope everyone had a 
wonderful Thanksgiving holiday and 
is looking forward to the rest of the 
yearend festivities.  We don't meet 
in December so that gives you an 
extra evening to prepare for Christmas or work on your 
bonsai. Keep in mind that California Aiseki Kai's 
annual show at the Huntington runs from December 
26th through January 2nd, from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m.  Bring your club badge for free admission.

Baikoen's 50th Winter Silhouettes Show with 
Saturday Night reception is scheduled for January 
18th and 19th from 10:00 a.m.  to 4:30 p.m..  The 
Saturday Night Reception starts at 5:30 p.m. and ends 
around 9:30.  Taiko Drums, a Three Club Round Robin 
styling event, lots of wonderful food, a giant raffle, a live 
auction and a Special Award Ceremony for Jim Barrett.  
Now that's the way to kick off a new year. 

In January, instead of our regular meeting, we are 
having our annual luncheon on Saturday, January 25th 
beginning at 1:00 at the Angeles National Golf Club, 
9401 Foothill Blvd., Sunland 91040.  The food is 
wonderful, the staff is wonderful, the surroundings are 
wonderful, the club members and their guests are 
wonderful, the bonsai on display are wonderful.  Oh and 
there is a raffle at 3:00, too.  Please let Elizabeth Likes 
know by January 23rd how many will be attending and 
what your entre choices will be. Either phone (818) 
352-3064 or email her, lizlikes@aol.com.  As usual, 
please bring something for the raffle.  Elizabeth will 
happy to receive your annual dues as well as your meal 
payment at the luncheon. 

The Shohin Seminar January 31st to February 
2nd at the Hotel Mission de Oro in Santa Nella is 
next, followed by the Bonsai-A-Thon later in 
February.

What a great line up of events that is just around the 
corner.

I want to wish everyone a Happy, Healthy, and 
Prosperous New Year and even more beautiful bonsai in 
the coming year and to thank everyone who helps to 
make DBS the great club that it is.

Descanso Bonsai Society 
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Next Club Meeting
Tuesday, February 18, 2014

7 p.m. 
First meeting of the year!

Van de Camp Hall, Descanso Gardens 
1418 Descanso Drive, La Canada Flintridge

PRESIDENTʼS MESSAGE
By Michael Jonas

November NIche
Cesareo Perez, Black Pine

NO DBS MEETING IN DECEMBER!!!

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
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December Tips
By Jim Barrett

December and January are busy times, and because of 
holiday preparations, we tend to forget about bonsai. After all 
they are sleeping away the winter, right? 

Now is a great time to clean them up, prune, and wire. 
Japanese and trident maples and Chinese elms (not Catlin elms, 
which are evergreen) can have all leaves removed, including 
those that are still green. 

Prune all of the twiggy growth having more than two nodes 
and those twigs whose nodes are too far apart. Leave one or two 
nodes on each tertiary branch. Do this systematically from the 
lowest branches to the topmost branches. When this is done, 
remove heavy thick top branches, paying attention to those with 
particularly large diameters. This occurs when fast growing 
branches grow unnoticed and hidden by the foliage canopy. 
Strive for a multitude of fine secondary and tertiary branches in 
the top one third or one quarter of the tree. 

Don’t be worried if the tree has more than one primary 
branch leading to the apex. As long as one terminal remains 
slightly higher than the rest, the tree will be natural looking and 
aesthetically pleasing. 

When you are through pruning the obvious problem 
branches, consider wiring those branches that are not positioned 
as you would like them to be.

Now is a very good time to pay attention to form and inner 
branch structure of trees in parks and on the streets. Notice the 
natural transition from trunk to primary to secondary to tertiary 
branches - especially in the upper portion of the trees. 

This time of the year is a good time to bend and manipulate 
maple, elm, liquidambar, and zelkova branches. Branches are 
generally more flexible at this time and because the tree is bare, 
much easier to wire. One exception will be the Japanese elm 
(Nire). Their heavier branches tend to be rather brittle. 

Again, start your wiring with the lowest branches, proceed 
to the top, but only wire those branches that need to be 
repositioned. Strive for a delicate graceful appearance with 
Japanese maples and a more rugged ramification on trident 
maples. Chinese elms whose habit is to lose leaves in the winter 
should be pruned to produce the finest network of twigs 
possible. 

All of these species have a habit of producing heavy, thick 
branches in the uppermost portions of the tree. If they grow 
unnoticed during the year, it will be obvious when the leaves are 
gone which branches need surgery. Make the cuts on a slant, 
making sure they are concave. Seal all raw scars over 1/4 of an 
inch in diameter. 

Now that the upper portion of the tree is taken care of, clean 
the trunk and main branches with a stiff toothbrush or a brass 
wire brush shaped like a large toothbrush. If the bark has a 
crusty rugged look and it is a desirable feature of the tree, do not 
brush it. 

Pull all moss off of the very base of the trunk and main 
roots and brush these also. After covering the soil with a cloth or 
plastic, spray the tree with a good dormant spray such as lime 
sulphur, volck oil or copper oil.  

Many thanks to all those who donated to our 
November meeting raffle

Ellen Keneshea, Jerry Bañuelos, 
Fred Seeley, and Emma Janza

WINTER SILHOUETTES 
50TH ANNUAL CELEBRATION

January18th and 19th, 2014

LA County Arboretum
310 North Baldwin Avenue Arcadia , CA

Demonstrations Saturday and Sunday, 1 PM
Sales area open to the public. Plants, pots, 
tools, etc.

SATURDAY NIGHT RECEPTION
5:30 to 9:00 PM

Taiko Drum Entertainment
Three Club Round Robin
Food, Giant Raffle, Auction

Special Award Ceremony for
Jim Barrett

November Niche – Michael Jonas, Juniper
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DBS November Meeting

  Roy Nagatoshi, ably assisted by Alex Martinez, was the very entertaining and informative demonstrator at our November 
meeting. Roy worked on a Japanese Boxwood (Buxus Japonica) he bought a few years ago at Nozaki  Nursery. Roy likes 
boxwoods because they are hardy, bud back easily, and are almost pest free.
    Because the wood is very hard, it’s appropriate to have jinns and sharis on boxwood bonsai. In Japan the wood is 
sometimes used to carve Netsukes. However, the limbs are brittle and don’t heal well, so be careful of wire scarring.
    Boxwood can be repotted every two or three years, and because they grow quickly you always have to stay on top of them. 
You can shear them to create pads on the branches, and for maintenance. Always check and rub off  buds growing in the 
wrong direction, or they will quickly develop into big, unwanted, branches.

Alex Martinez Roy Nagatoshi

Roy, Alex and the lucky tree 
winner, Michael Jonas
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DBS NEWSLETTER
℅ Jim Pelling
944 Pine Grove Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90042-1354

Join the
Descanso Bonsai Society

$25 - Single     $30 - Couples
Payable to:  

Descanso Bonsai Society
See Membership Chair Fred at 

the next meeting or send to:
Fred Seeley

27124 Crystal Springs Road
Canyon Country, CA 91387

DBS Board Meeting
Open to all club members 

interested in getting involved in 
club operations & management.

Next  meeting 
TBD

At Elizabeth Likesʼs home,
 7 p.m., 

9916 Rancho Caballo, Sunland 

Make Your Reservations For

Descanso Bonsai Society’s
2014 Banquet

SATURDAY, January 25, 2014
1:00 p.m.          Raffle begins at 3 p.m.

The Angeles National Golf Club 
9401 Foothill Blvd. 

Sunland, CA 91040
www.angelesnational.com    818.951.8771

$30.00 per person 
Please choose  Salmon Filet, Sirloin Steak, or Vegetarian
We must have your reply by January 23, 2014
Mail checks and reply to:
Elizabeth Likes
9916 Rancho Caballo Dr., Sunland CA 91040
Phone 818.352.3064
Email: LizLikes@aol.com
Or Call/ email your reply to Elizabeth and pay at the door.


