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Descanso Bonsai Society 

NEWSLETTER    February 2013
President’s Message  by Michael Jonas

Next Club Meeting
Tuesday, February 19, 2013

7 p.m. 
Van de Camp Hall, Descanso Gardens 

1418 Descanso Drive, La Canada Flintridge

February Demonstrator
Cheryl Manning

will be our demonstrator for our February meeting.  
What a great way to begin the year.  Her demos are 
always informative and her busy schedule we rarely get 
to see her.  She will be working on a pine tree that will 
be in the raffle at the end of the night.

February Niche
Help we need volunteers! Call Jim Barrett at 
626 445-4529 to show your tree at the next 
meeting.

February Refreshments
Cesareo Perez, Helena Seltzer, Gloria Clark

Welcome to our 43rd year of bonsai in 
Southern California.  Recently we’ve had 
freezing temperatures, then hot days followed 
by cold rainy weather, and now we’re back to 
mild cool days.  That’s a lot of climate 

variation for us and our trees may get a little 
confused as to which season we are currently in. If you wanted to 
graft your trees this year, this may be the last good opportunity to 
do so.  Don’t wait – tomorrow may bring us a heat wave.

This weekend we had good turnout at the Angeles National 
Golf Course where our new board was installed at our annual 
luncheon. We were lucky, the rain was very light as we arrived and 
left, but came down in torrents while we were inside.

As your newly installed President, I want to thank you for 
your vote of confidence in me and to thank everyone who attended 
and those who worked to help make the luncheon a success.  
Those individuals included Elizabeth Likes, Marie Kwakkestein, 
Jim Barrett and Nathan Simmons, our newly elected raffle chair.  
And with the generous help of the attendees, the raffle was one of 
the best I’ve seen at the club.

In the last few years we’ve had to be very conservative in our 
ability to spend the club’s money, as we have had increases in our 
rent that we pay to Descanso Gardens for our show and meeting 
space.  That meant that we had to rely heavily on our own talented 
club members for demos, but were not able to pay them for their 
services.  Thanks to our visitors and members at our fundraising 
auctions, we had a very successful last year and our finances are 
rebuilding.  We look forward to not only paying our members for 
their demos, but also to bringing some great demonstrators to the 
club for your entertainment.

As an example, we are looking forward to having Mauro 
Stemberger, bonsai master from Italy, 
www.italianbonsaidream.com, at the club in March.  He will teach 
an all day bring-your-own tree workshop on March 19th followed 
by a spectacular demo, with the tree being auctioned at the end of 
the meeting, just like at a GSBF Convention.  Contact Michael 
Jonas (818) 776-0813, mjonas48@hotmail.com for details.

It is once again time to pay your dues and it is not too soon to 
start looking at your trees for our June show.  Finally, I want to 
thank Jim Barrett, our intrepid leader, and the board for their 
dedication to keeping Descanso Bonsai Society one of the best 
places to learn and experience bonsai in Southern California.

Here’s to another great year!

Cesareo Perez, Trident Maple
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February Tips
By Jim Barrett

February and March are probably the best two months 
of the year for potting and re-potting bonsai and training tree 
from nursery cans to bonsai pots.

If the pot does not have a major inside lip, you may 
want to inspect the root ball by lifting the tree out of the pot. 
Look for a firm root ball with roots visible all around the 
sides and bottom.

One important reason for re-potting is that a tree has 
matured beyond its present container. Either it has grown 
larger or is root bound or it deserves a more appropriate pot.

Another indication that a tree needs re-potting is the soil 
lifting above the edge of the pot which means that a matte of 
roots has formed on the bottom and is pushing the tree up. 
Trident maple bonsai are noted for this phenomenon.

Once you have decided what you want to re-pot, choose 
the pot. And it’s a good idea to have a standby in case the 
first one doesn’t work. Make sure the pot is clean inside and 
out. Have your favorite mix handy.

Place wire or heavy plastic screen over each drain hole. 
Mesh should be at least 1/8” holes. Make sure screens are 
held in place with wire clips to keep them in place.

If you are going to tie the tree in, now is the time to 
install the tie wires. Use a wire of sufficient size and 
strength to do the job.

All of these preparations should be done before the root 
ball is disturbed. Many bonsai are lost or set back if the 
roots and soil are removed before everything is ready.

Some hobbyists take just enough soil and roots off to 
place the tree back in its original pot leaving room for an 
inch or so of new soil. Others are more aggressive in 
cleaning out old soil and prune the roots more severely. Both 
approaches are valid. It all depends on the condition of the 
tree, its root system, and the owner’s goals for the tree. This 
all sounds pretty involved or complicated–it isn’t, if you use 
common sense and do not get too rough with the tree.

And don’t forget aesthetic considerations. Tree and pot 
harmony or appropriateness. Is the tree placed in the pot 
properly? Is the tree planted at the proper angle or attitude> 
Is the front of the tree facing the viewer?

After re-potting, place the tree in a shaded area to 
protect it from the wind. In a week to ten days place it where 
you would normally.Wait about a month before fertilizing. 

Speaking of fertilizers, you should have started 
fertilizing with organic fertilizer by now. Miracle Grow and 
fast acting fertilizers are best applied at ½ strength. Time 
release and slow acting chemical fertilizers, such as 
Ozmocote and woodace, are safe if you follow printed 
instructions. Some people add these to their soil mix.

Spray Japanese maples and other trees susceptible to 
powdery mildew with your favorite fungicide. Watch for 
aphids on apple, quince, and plum. Watch for spider mites 
on juniper, black pine, and azaleas.

Re-pot wisteria after flowering.

Kathy Benson, Virginia Creeper

Many thanks to
Kathy Benson, Jm Pelling, Wendy Tsai,

Jose and Lynette Godoy, Maggie Carpenter, 
Sonya Kobler, Denny Roche, Marj Branson
Marge and Ray Blasingame, Michael Jonas, 

Elizabeth Likes, Fred Seeley, 
and Cesareo Perez

For donating to our January Banquet Raffle

   Past DBS member, bonsai teacher, and bonsai 
master Warren Hill suffered a stroke in late 
January. 

   Hill was a longtime Los Angeles resident and DBS 
member. “At one of the last outside Bonsai Shows 
that we had at Descanso, he had displayed a 
beautiful maple forest and he is such a perfectionist 
that he was up on the display table, working on the 
group to make sure that it was perfect and it was,“ 
Elizabeth Likes remembers.

   Hill is a past curator of the Bonsai Collection at 
the National Arboretum in Washington D.C . He 
now lives in Tennessee.  

   He suffered the stroke while in shoulder surgery. 
We understand that he is out of intensive care, in a 
regular hospital room and starting physical therapy.
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DBS 2013 Banquet
About 45 people attended the DBS 2013 Banquet. Awards were 
given, great food was eaten, and a good time was had by all.

The newly installed DBS Board. Back row, left to right, outgoing president  
Jim Barrett,  Nathan Simmons, James Pai, Elizabeth Likes, Fred Seeley, 
Cesareo Perez. Front row, left to right, Marge Blasingame,  Ellen  Keneshea, 
Marie Kwakkestein, Kathy Benson, and incoming president Michael Jonas.

Photos on this page and the preceding 
pages byJim Pelling
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DBS Board Meeting
Open to all club members 

interested in getting involved 
in club operations & 

management.
Next  meeting 

February 25, 2013
At Elizabeth Likesʼs home,

 7 p.m., 
9916 Rancho Caballo, 

Sunland 91040

Join the
Descanso Bonsai 

Society
$25 - Single     $30 - 

Couples

Payable to:  
Descanso Bonsai Society

See Membership Chair 
Fred at the next meeting 

or send to:
Fred Seeley

27124 Crystal Springs 
Road

Canyon Country, CA 
91387

DBS NEWSLETTER
℅ Jim Pelling
944 Pine Grove Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90042-1354

February 23 & 24, 2013: San Marino, California 
Bonsai-A-Thon XVII at The Huntington Library and Botanical 
Gardens, 
1151 Oxford Road. 
This is the annual fundraiser for the GSBF Collection at The 
Huntington. Admission to the event and to the Huntington Gardens is 
free with Bonsai-A-Thon “Early Bird” Registration. Hours are 7:30 AM – 
4:30 PM both days. Pancake breakfast, tour hosted by Jim Folsom 
(Director of the Garden), demonstrations, lunch, bonsai exhibits, large 
sales area, raffle, and auction. For more information, contact Marge 
Blasingame, 626-579-0420 or margeblasingame@att.net. 

Now  more  sources  for  your  

bonsai  information.  Go  

online  for  the  new  GSBF  

Website:

www.gsbf-bonsai.org

Sign-up  for  automatic  

  Free!

Subscribe  to  the  

bimonthly  GSBF  Golden  

Statements  Magazine.  

Quality  bonsai  information  

through  GSBF  clubs  and  

more...

Subscribe  Online  —  one  year  (six  issues)  for  $25:  

www.gsbf-bonsai.org/golden-statements/subscribe-to-gs
©  GOLDEN  STATE  BONSAI  FEDERATION,  Inc.

Founded  in  1978
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