
ting,Ellen Keneshea

Thank you to everyone who 
contributed their efforts to making 
this one of the best-looking shows 
we've had in a long time. This 
includes everyone who showed 
trees or helped other to show their trees. Thank you for helping 
with the setting up of the show and sales rooms, giving your 
time to doing demos and donating the materials, hosting and 
monitoring the display rooms, manning the sales area, offering 
items for sale, donating items for the auction and raffle, setting 
up the Saturday night reception food, auction and raffle and 
especially with helping us to put everything away after the long 
weekend on Father's Day. We really appreciate your unselfish 
efforts to help out your fellow members and for taking pride in 
our wonderful club.

During a time when there are almost no Saturday night 
receptions except for the larger and expensive to attend 
conventions, it is gratifying to think that our members can still 
offer the bonsai community a wonderful, fun-filled evening of 
bonsai, camaraderie, food, and excitement.

Finally, congratulations to everyone who was recognized 
with a ribbon, but congratulations also to everyone who took 
time and pride in getting their trees prepared and for sharing 
them with us all.  For those who were not recognized this year, 
I'm sure many of you will have gotten pointers from fellow 
bonsaists, teachers or from the judge's comments and will join 
with me in saying my oft repeated challenge, "Next year!"
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Next Club Meeting
Tuesday, July 16, 2013

7 p.m. 
Van de Camp Hall, Descanso Gardens 

1418 Descanso Drive, La Canada Flintridge

July Demonstrator
Marcus Juniel

July Niche
Ellen Keneshea, Cesareo Perez

July Refreshments
Ellen Keneshea, E.K Waller, Marge 

Blasingame

PRESIDENTʼS MESSAGE
By Michael Jonas

Peter Macasieb won this yearʼs John 
Naka Award for his Shohin Display. He 
also won Second Best in the Advanced 
Category for his Japanese Black Pine.

Sarah B. Gyer, Gardenia Saikei, DBS 2013 Show
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July Tips
By Jim Barrett

This month we can expect a slowing down of both 
roots and top growth.

Deciduous trees, especially Japanese maples, may 
need protection from direct sun and drying winds. Home 
Depot sells shade cloth in varying strength, if you feel 
ambitious and want to build a shade frame over your 
more tender trees.

Make sure your watering program is not neglected. 
It may be that you will have to water more than once a 
day. Shohin bonsai will need an extra amount of care in 
terms of water, shade and maintaining a cool humid 
atmosphere.

It is becoming more and more common to see 
shohin collections imbedded in a tray of damp sand. 
This not only provides humidity and moisture but also 
keeps the pot cool. If your trees are placed against a wall 
or fence, be sure to rotate them every week or so. This 
evens out the tree’s form by exposing all sides to the 
elements. Trees left against a fence or wall tend to 
develop flat areas, stunted branches and even dead 
branches on the wall side.

Except for emergency potting, wait until early fall 
for this chore.

Crab apples and ume should be left to grow wild 
until late September – the same with wisteria. Try 
stripping the first 3 to 4 sets (closest to the trunk) 
leaving only a few leaves at branch terminals. Try this 
on crabapple and ume. Do this also on the compound 
leaves on wisteria, but just strip the first few sets of 
leaflets on each leaf. This procedure should cause the 
tree to set more buds for next year’s flowers.

Fertilizers high in phosphorous and potash, low in 
nitrogen, should be used this summer. Do not over-
fertilize. In fact, if you are using liquid or chemical 
fertilizers, cut the recommended dose in half. Over-
fertilizing during this semi-dormant period could cause 
root rot and other undesirable conditions.

If you are planning to add new plants to your 
collection or are just starting out, now is a good time to 
look for potentially good bonsai stock - especially 
deciduous material. You will find many bargains at the 
September potluck and auction. 

Many thanks to
All those who donated to our June meeting raffle

Jerry Bañuelos, Jim Barrett, Wendy Tsai, 
Maggie Carpenter, and Marcus Juniel

And many thanks to those who donated to our June show 
raffle and auction

Elizabeth Likes, Jerry Bañuelos, Emma Janza, 
Denny Roche, Wendy Tsai, Ted Matson, Dale Hines, Marge 

Blasingame, Maggie Carpenter, 
and Marcus Juniel

Join the
Descanso Bonsai Society

$25 - Single     $30 - Couples
Payable to:  

Descanso Bonsai Society
See Membership Chair Fred at the next 

meeting or send to:
Fred Seeley

27124 Crystal Springs Road
Canyon Country, CA 91387

Robert King won Best of Novice at 
the DBS June Show with his 
Prostrata Juniper Forest.

Marcus Juniel was the Showʼs 
Best Advanced with his California 
Juniper.



Best of Advanced# # Marcus Juniel
Second Place# # Peter Macasieb
Third Place# # # Michael Jonas
Most Artistic Display## Marcus Juniel
John Naka Award# # Peter Macasieb

Evergreen Under 24"
First Place  Robert King
Second Place  Albert Rivera, James Pai
Evergreen Over 24"
First Place  Dan Kashinsky
Second Place  Fred Seeley
Third Place  Javier Vallin
Deciduous Under 24"
First Place  Elaine Jeche
Second Place   Elaine Jeche
Third Place  Nathan Simmons
Shohin - Evergreen
1st Place  Al Espinosa, Elaine Jeche
Third Place  Al Espinosa

Shohin - Deciduous
First Place  Elaine Jeche
Most Artistic Display
Elaine Jeche
Dick Wydman Award
Elaine Jeche
Best of Novice Division
Robert King
Most Points in Novice Division
Elaine Jeche

Novice

Descanso Bonsai Society 2013 Show
And the winners were...

Advanced

Bob Pressler, owner of Kimura Bonsai Nursery, was our June 
meeting demonstrator. Bob worked on two Blue Atlas Cedars, 
one of which he gave to NIck Sherman, a first time DBS 
attendee. The other was raffled off to Al Espinosa.
Some tips from Bob:

In a bonsai, the bottom two branches should be leaning out as 
if to embrace you, and the top of the tree should be leaning 
slightly forward, as if bowing to you.

One way to tell if a tree is dry: keep a chopstick in the pot. If itʼs 
damp when you lift it out, donʼt water. Many trees die from over 
watering, so be careful.

When placing branches, make sure that no branch is set 
directly under another. The sun should be able to reach all 
equally.

Plants donʼt care what kind of fertilizer you use, so long as the 
nutrients are right. Bob uses 10-10-10. Itʼs more important that 
the tree gets fertilizer, than what brand it gets.

BlueAtlas Cedars like fertilizer from spring through July, then 
again in September. Donʼt fertilize in mid-winter.

DBS June MeetingBob Pressler works on a Blue Atlas 
Cedar at the DBS June meeting
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DBS Board Meeting
Open to all club members interested in getting 

involved in club operations & management.
Next  meeting      Sept. 23, 2013

At Elizabeth Likesʼs home,
 7 p.m., 

9916 Rancho Caballo, Sunland 91040

October 30 – November 3, 2013 Burbank, California
Golden State Bonsai Federation (GSBF) Convention XXXVI 
“Bonsai Artist Studio: Outside the Box” will be held at Marriott 
Hotel Los Angeles Burbank Airport. Headliners David DeGroot, 
Suthin Sukosolvisit and Peter Warren. Wonderful offsite field trips 
on Wednesday, October 30. Convention to be held Friday, 
October 31 through Sunday, November 3, 2013. Be sure to 
watch for pre-convention tours and activities. Visit our convention 
website http://www.gsbf-bonsai.org/convention/.
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