
ting,Ellen Keneshea

The weather over here in 
Reseda has been pretty tolerable.  
I have been able to work on my 
conifers and do some cleanout on 
my deciduous, but I have to admit 
the heat is creating in me a lethargy.  I am getting the 
watering done (gold star), but the shade structure is still in 
my future (needs improvement).  I hope that you guys are 
staying cool and taking good care of your trees.  If you go 
away make sure to find someone dependable to come over 
and either water your trees or if you have them 
automatically watered, but make sure that they check to see 
that none are being deprived of water.  You donʼt want to 
some home from your vacation and find that one or more of 
your babies has become a crispy critter.

In September we will be having our annual Potluck and 
Auction and now is a good time to look around the yard and 
earmark some plants, bonsai or pots to bring to the event.  
This is the second of our two annual major fund raising 
events, the Saturday Night Reception during our annual 
show is the other one that makes it possible for us to pay 
for the meeting rooms and great demos that we provide for 
your entertainment.  Heck, you didnʼt think that we did it all 
on just the membership fees alone, did you?

Think about just one the highlights of earlier this year.  
Mauro Stemberger, a world-class bonsai teacher and artist, 
was here at Descanso offering you the opportunity to 
observe and/or participate in an all-day workshop and then 
to watch him create a magnificent bonsai, which you later 
had the opportunity of bidding on.

Only at a GSBF Convention could you have had this 
wealth of opportunity and expertise, but then you would 
have had to spend money for registration, expensive 
workshop fees and pay for a dinner in order to be allowed to 
bid on the final result of the demo.  You might even have 
incurred travel and room expenses.

Yes, I know that you didnʼt get a pin, but what an 
incredible opportunity you had.  Without your help all of this 
would not have happened.  Without your generous 
donations we could not have done it.  So when you select 
some thing or things for the auction, keep in mind that you 
are creating our future going forward, and when you bid, be 
generous and weʼll see who shows up next.
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August Demonstrator
Kathy Benson
August Niche

Ray Blasingame, Emil Depiero
August Refreshments

Fred Seeley, Gloria Downing, Joe Galgoul
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By Michael Jonas
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August Tips
By Jim Barrett

Ahh! Good old summer. Between the heat and the not 
so good water, most maples (at least mine) look pretty 
tired.

If the maples are healthy, consider leaf pruning them 
towards the end of this month. Remove every leaf – large, 
small, healthy or shriveled. Leaving some or pruning in 
stages only makes the tree try to survive on what is left. I 
don’t recommend leaf pruning red or lace leaf varieties, but  
mountain or trident maples may be defoliated. This will 
help create a tighter inner ramification and allow the tree to 
develop anther set of fine twigs. Also, with the first cold 
snap, the leaves should turn color. Though such defoliation 
is done in the spring in Japan, for us here in southern 
California, leaf pruning then only leads to the new leaves 
browning out in summer. Always remember that 
defoliation is stressful for the tree, and should only be done 
if the tree is totally healthy.

If you candle pruned your black pines in June or July, 
you should have many new shoots appearing at the base of 
the cut-off candles. Selectively remove those shoots that 
are growing vertically off horizontal branches, leaving one 
or two side shoots and one for the new terminal of each 
branch. What you want to promote is a fine network of 
twigs.

On vertical branches in the upper areas and the top of 
the tree, remove the center candles, leaving one, two, or 
three side shoots. On more mature trees and more intricate 
networks of twigs and branches, leave fewer new shoots.

In October or November, you will want to remove 
some of the new growth you left this summer. More about 
this next month.

Think about rotating your trees – especially if they are 
displayed against a wall or fence. Turning them 
periodically will even out the growth and may prevent 
dieback.

Some trees are entering a semi-dormant period now 
and, for this reason, seem to need less water. Don’t think 
that something is wrong unless the tree shows signs of 
distress. Heat buildup in soil above 80 or 90 degrees tends 
to slow growth. This is natural. Do not water if the soil is 
still wet. It takes practice and knowledge of your plants’ 
needs to keep them healthy and happy. Fortunately most 
plants survive most mistakes.

If you fertilize this month, do so sparingly. I 
recommend a very diluted liquid fertilizer low in nitrogen 
if you must fertilize.

Spraying fungicide to control powdery mildew or 
needle cast may also kill beneficial fungi present in soils. 
It’s not a bad idea to cover soil surfaces with plastic or a 
portable shield to keep drips and spray off of the soil.

Wire that was put on earlier this winter or spring 
should be checked – especially on deciduous trees. 
Remove all wire and reapply it only on those branches that 
do not hold their position and shape.

No repotting except emergency repotting until this fall.

Many thanks to
All those who donated to our July meeting raffle

Jerry Bañuelos, Cesareo Perez, Marie Kwakkestein, 

Josh Miller, Emma Janza, Ellen Keneshea

This article is not my idea, but an idea passed on to 
me by my instructor Ted Matson (just another reason you 
should be attending a class, you get great suggestions on 
bonsai in general).  Over the past several years I have 
had problems with my trees, specifically with watering.  I 
have lost several trees due to over watering or under 
watering and was always  confused as to why.  I also 
noticed a crust would develop on the soil, not allowing 
water to penetrate into the pot thus causing under 
watering.  Also during repotting, I saw a build-up of crud 
in the bottom of my pots, causing overwatering.

In class this year, Ted Matson mentioned fertilizing 
using “fill your own” tea bags.  These are tea bags you 
purchase empty and fill yourself with loose tea.  I use 
one tablespoon of fertilizer per bag and place the bags on 
top of the soil.  The water flows through the fertilizer 
bags and the nutrients from the fertilizer flow  into your 
soil, while the fertilizer stays in the bag.  I fertilize once a 
month using the bags and place the bags in different 
locations on the pot each time I fertilize.

The crust that formed on my soil was from the used 
fertilizer that I put directly on the soil.  This used 
fertilizer also showed up in the bottom of my pots as crud 
blocking my drainage holes.

The “fill your own” tea bags can usually be obtained 
at any Asian super market.  Or you can go to Amazon 
and order like I did.  I found the Japanese tea bags 
superior to other brands on the market, as once filled the 
bags have a flap that closes the bag completely.  I hope 
Ted Matson’s suggestion will work for all of you.

FERTILIZING WITH TEA BAGS
Idea by Ted Matson

Article by Bill Wawrychuk
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DBS JULY MEETING
“Deadwood is just as important as the live part of the tree; they have to work together,” demonstrator Marcus Juniel told us at our DBS 

July meeting. For example, he continued, there was too much lush foliage on the demo tree, a prostrata juniper, for the amount of stress 
indicated by all the deadwood on the tree. Marcus, ably assisted by Lee Anthony, proceeded to remove much of the foliage from the tree, 
and to jin the branches. 

Summer is a good time to make jins he noted, because thereʼs lots of moisture in the stems, so the bark will peel off well. Marcus said 
he likes to leave jins long to begin with, because you can always shorten them later. Lee added that when you jin, wire the jinned branches 
so that when they dry they will have movement. 

Prostrates “are like tanks. They can take a lot of bending and carving. They are very forgiving trees,” said Marcus. He added that he 
likes to get all the woodworking done before he starts wiring. Also, when he wires, he bends the branch as he goes so that the wire holds the 
branch in position as he works.  Donʼt wire the branch and then bend it.

A lucky Sang Le won the demo tree after a very informative and enjoyable demonstration. Bottom right photo, Marcus Juniel, Sang Le 
and Lee Anthony and the “finished” juniper.
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DBS NEWSLETTER
℅ Jim Pelling
944 Pine Grove Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90042-1354

DBS Board Meeting
Open to all club members interested in getting 

involved in club operations & management.
Next  meeting      Sept. 23, 2013

At Elizabeth Likesʼs home,
 7 p.m., 

9916 Rancho Caballo, Sunland 91040

August 17 and 18, 2013 Los Angeles
Nanpu Kai Bonsai Show/Nisei Week
From 10am to 5pm at the Japanese American Cultural Center, 
244 S. San Pedro St., LA 
The origin of Nanpu Kai can be traced back 60 years ago. In 
1950, John Naka, along with Frank Nagata, Morihei Furuya, 
Joseph Yamashiro and Mrs. Ai Okumura created the Southern 
California Bonsai Club with the goal of introducing elements of 
Japanese arts, in particular, bonsai and suiseki to western 
society.

October 30 – November 3, 2013 Burbank, California
Golden State Bonsai Federation (GSBF) Convention XXXVI 
“Bonsai Artist Studio: Outside the Box” will be held at Marriott 
Hotel Los Angeles Burbank Airport. Headliners David DeGroot, 
Suthin Sukosolvisit and Peter Warren. Wonderful offsite field trips 
on Wednesday, October 30. Convention to be held Friday, 
October 31 through Sunday, November 3, 2013. Be sure to watch 
for pre-convention tours and activities. Visit our convention 
website http://www.gsbf-bonsai.org/convention/.

Join the
Descanso Bonsai Society

$25 - Single     $30 - Couples
Payable to:  

Descanso Bonsai Society
See Membership Chair Fred at the next 

meeting or send to:
Fred Seeley

27124 Crystal Springs Road
Canyon Country, CA 91387


