
ting,Ellen Keneshea

As I write this the year draws 
to a close and another one looms 
on the horizon, but I'm still waiting 
for the cold weather to arrive.  Not 
just the occasional below freezing night, but cold 
days that require us to wear really warm jackets.  
Recently my backyard has been between 85 and 90 
degrees, while parts of the country are experiencing 
snow storms and power outages.  

We just passed the Winter Solstice, the shortest 
of the year, and now the days are lengthening again.  
If the cold weather is going to get here it had better 
be soon.

I've been doing some wiring and reshaping of 
some of my better bonsai.  I have set aside around 
thirty trees and these are the only ones I'm working 
on.  The others are kept separate and get watered, 
but until I take care of all of my better trees these set 
asides will experience benevolent neglect.

They will probably be put up for sale soon in a 
month or so.  I'll let you guys know when it happens.

Remember, we are not having a regular meeting 
in January so please don't show up at Descanso on 
the 3rd Tuesday.  We won't be there.  

Do show up for our annual luncheon on 
Saturday, January 25th beginning at 1:00 at the 
Angeles National Golf Club, 9401 Foothill Blvd., 
Sunland 91040.  We'll be having a wonderful time.  
Let Elizabeth know what your food choice is so she 
can coordinate with the staff at the Golf Course.

So here's my wish for a great new year with 
health, wealth and happiness for us all and better 
looking bonsai to boot.

Descanso Bonsai Society 

NEWSLETTER      JANUARY 2014
PRESIDENTʼS MESSAGE

By Michael Jonas

Next Club Meeting
Tuesday, February 18, 2014

7 p.m. 
First meeting of the year!

Van de Camp Hall, Descanso Gardens 
1418 Descanso Drive, La Canada Flintridge

California Juniper, Seiji Shiba
 GSBF 2013 Convention
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January Tips
By Jim Barrett

Most hardy evergreen bonsai such as Japanese 
black pine and junipers may be repotted at this time. 
wait until next month to pot for the first time. 
(Nursery can to bonsai pot.)

Now is the time to clean and groom most bonsai. 
Black pine needles that are discolored because of age 
or disease may be removed. Leave more needles on 
weak and low branch terminals, fewer on middle 
branches, and fewer yet on upper growth. How many 
you leave depends on the age and health of the tree. 
All terminal buds should be fat, healthy and 
beginning to grow this month.

Slow release fertilizers such as one of the 
Osmocote formulas, bone meal, blood meal, 
cottonseed meal or any of the rapeseed pellets may be 
applied now. It takes awhile for the organic fertilizers 
to break down and become available to the plant. 
Wait another month or so before you use liquid 
chemical fertilizers.

Blooming bonsai, such as ume, apple, plum and 
wisteria can be moved to show pots at this time, 
providing they are already in bonsai pots.

Prune all deciduous trees, removing heavy 
overgrown branches and twigs – especially in the 
upper areas of the tree. Upper story branches tend to 
grow unnoticed during the year and now is a good 
time to trim or remove them. If you are into making 
cuttings, these older branches that are removed may 
take root. I use a rooting medium of 80% perlite 
(sponge rock) and 20% peat moss. Drench the rooting 
medium with a good fungicide such as benomyl.

Deciduous tree branches are fairly flexible now 
and can be wired. If you are using copper wire, make 
sure it has been annealed. Think about paper 
wrapping heavier wires before applying them to 
Japanese maple and other tender bark trees.

Yaupon Holly, Roy Nagatoshi
GSBF 2013 Convention
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When you are finished cleaning and pruning your trees, 
spray them with a good dormant oil spray such as Ortho’s 
volck oil. You may want to combine it with Ortho’s lime 
sulphur dormant spray.  One is for bugs; the other is basically a 
fungicide. Follow directions on the labels and cover your soil 
and pot with plastic or a towel. Lime sulphur will stain the pot 
if not washed off.

Don’t forget to choose your show trees for this year’s 
show.

Detail wiring is a tedious and boring chore, but is a must if 
you want your trees ready to exhibit in June. You’ll be glad 
you did it.

We are coming into prime potting and re-potting time. 
From now until April, try to get all of your trees that need it 
repotted. If you need pots ask around, supply seems good for 
both used and new ones.

If you haven’t done so, get your soil mix prepared and 
stored. I use a trash can with a tight lid.
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Kathy Benson, Rosemary

Peter Warren styles a Chinese Elm 
clump Aided by Convention attendees, Suthin 

Sukosolvisit, left, refines a California Juniper

GSBF 36th ANNUAL CONVENTION

Convention   co-chair Ted Matson hard at 
work.

The 36th Annual. Golden State Bonsai Convention held in Burbank the last weekend in October, was a rousing success. 
The Conventionʼs title “Bonsai Artist Studio: Outside the Box” was fulfilled as Convention headliners such as Peter Warren and 
Suthin Sukosolvisit, above, and David deGroot, worked on trees in an informal atmosphere that allowed Convention 
participants to get close, ask questions and even help the artists. The free flowing discussions were both informative and fun.

Eighteen workshops and seminars took place over the three and a half days of the Convention, with California bonsai 
experts like Kathy Shaner, Tak Shimazu, and Mel Ikeda all contributing. DBSʼs own members, Jim Barrett, Peter Macasieb and 
David Nguy also led workshops. And Mauro Stemberger came all the way from Italy to lead a workshop.

There were two excellent exhibits, a judged show and an invitational one, both curated by DBS members Elliott Farkas 
and Nathan Simmons. 

In the invitational show, “We werenʼt just willing to go after the best known trees around, we wanted trees that were not 
seen recently, or at all, in the Southern California show scene,” Nathan noted in a Golden Statements Magazine article. The 
two spent many weekends traveling around the state soliciting trees. Eight of the trees were from the collection of David 
Bergstein. The trees are under the care of John Wang, and were created by him and bonsai artists Tak Shimazu, Kay Ikari, 
Ernie Kuo and Zhao Sheng Che.

In the Judged Show, judging was done by the convention headliners and the Peopleʼs Choice Award was given by popular 
vote of convention attendees who voted at the exhibit. 

John (JT) Thompson won Best of Show, Best Conifer, and Peopleʼs Choice Award for his Shimpaku grafted California 
Juniper. His Bougainvillea won Best Deciduous. David Bergstein/Artists: Ernie Kuo/John Wang were awarded Best Broad-
leafed Evergreen for their Olive. Tawny Banhʼs Boston Ivy won Best Shohin.

David Nguy, left, wiring a 
California Juniper
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DBS Board Meeting
Open to all club members interested in getting involved in club 

operations & management.
Next  meeting                February 24, 2014

At Elizabeth Likesʼs home,    7 p.m., 
9916 Rancho Caballo, Sunland 91040

Join the
Descanso Bonsai Society

$25 - Single     $30 - Couples
Payable to:  

Descanso Bonsai Society
See Membership Chair Fred Seeley at the next 

meeting or send to:
Fred Seeley

27124 Crystal Springs Road
Canyon Country, CA 91387

Jan 18 and 19, 2014
The Vietnamese Bonsai Society 

14thAnnual Bonsai and Nonbo Exhibition 2014.
Time: 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

 Location: Vietnamese American Buddhist 
Association

in Orange County
2292 Magnolia Street, Garden Grove, CA 92841

(Magnolia / Lampson)
Demonstration at 1:00 PM on both days.

Vendor, plant sales & auction
For more information please call 949 – 331 – 4050

January 31-February 2, 2014
California Shohin Seminar at the Hotel Mission de Oro, 
Santa Nella California.
Friday (Jan 31): Registration, Demonstrations, and Exhibit and Vendor 
areas Set Up.
Everyone is invited to share their treasured Shohin Bonsai in the Exhibit
Saturday (Feb 1): Exhibit Opens for Viewing, Vendor Sales Critiques, 
Workshops, Bazaar & Benefit Drawing Sunday (Feb 2): Exhibit Open 
10:30-Noon. Critique and Demonstration, Business 
Meeting Registration Forms available on the website on November 1st 
2013
For general information email: calshohin@yahoo.com, website: http://
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