
ting,Ellen Keneshea

It rained!  Iʼm so glad.  I have been 
worried that we would head into the dry 
season without any precipitation at all.  
Dire warnings of possible decades of 
drought for L.A. due to a change of our 
weather pattern that now features a high pressure zone in the 
Pacific Ocean that causes moisture to move to the north of us 
has me concerned.  Letʼs hope that we get more of the liquid 
gold this year.

I have ben busy assisting Mauro Stemberger during his 
third visit to Los Angeles which lasted 19 days.  I hope that my 
wiring has improved from Mauroʼs encouragement and my 
trees may start to show some more improvement.  He will be 
back in November and Iʼll see if we can arrange for more 
access to him for you.

I want to thank Eric Rogger for his generous donation to 
the club to be used for refreshments for meetings for all of us.  I 
would like to encourage everyone to think about donating to the 
club in the form of money, raffle items and their time.  This 
helps the club to be able to offer better materials for the 
demonstrations, more interesting raffles, and better auctions, all 
of which help us to manage our budget. And you are the 
recipient of these efforts.

A while back, using club funds, we purchased a vacuum to 
help clean up the carpets after meetings and demos and this 
helped.  We have just purchased a heavy canvas drop cloth 
that should make it possible to keep juniper cuttings from 
working their way into the carpet fibers, which make them near 
impossible to vacuum up.  This will allow us to not present a 
problem to Descanso Gardens and the yoga people will not be 
picking juniper leaves up as they do their workouts.

Yes, the yoga classes in Van de Kamp Hall will continue 
this year finishing at 7:00 p.m. and we will be able to enter and 
set up for our meetings as soon as they have finished.  Our 
regular meeting will continue to begin at 7:30 and we must be 
out by 10:00.  An unstructured pre-meeting workshop, where 
anyone can seek advice from other attending members of the 
club, will still be available in the courtyard area.  There is no 
charge for this and most members are willing to offer you their 
help.

We had an interesting demo from Ken Fuentes on growing 
and developing ficus to kick off our 2014 year of activities and 
Cesareo tells me he has already booked most of the rest of the 
year.  Please remember to mail in your dues or give them to 
Fred Seeley at the next regular meeting.
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Next Club Meeting
Tuesday, March18, 2014

7 :30p.m. 
Van de Camp Hall, Descanso Gardens 

1418 Descanso Drive, La Canada Flintridge

March Demonstrator
Harry Hirao

Harry is one of the Iron Men of bonsai and 
one of the men of the Circle of Sensei. We 
are honored to have him come and share 
his knowledge with us.

March Niche
Cesareo Perez, Michael Jonas

March Refreshments
Sonja Kobler, Maggie Carpenter

I realized that whenever I looked at bonsai in the 
past, in a book or in an exhibition, I would immediately 
think about what I thought was wrong with it.  What 
were they thinking?  Iʼd never do it that way.  Look at 
how bad that looks.  Well I realized that was the wrong 
approach.  This is an art form and there is some 
subjectivity as to its creation and to how it is perceived.  
I decided that the first thing that I would train myself to 
do was find what I liked about each tree and if others 
were present, express it to them.  It has made all the 
difference to me.  I encourage you to take this on and 
see if you and the people around you find a greater 
enjoyment and encouragement of bonsai in our 
community.

As our trees wake up and continue to grow keep up 
with your classes, repotting and styling with an eye to 
the future and our show in June.

If you have any suggestions for the improvement of 
the club feel free to share them with me or any of the 
board members and then become involved with seeing 
those ideas become reality.  This is your club, after all.
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March Tips
By Jim Barrett

If you plan to transplant wisteria after blooms 
are gone, don’t fertilize for at least one month after 
re-potting. If you have wisteria and do not plan to 
re-pot, fertilize right after the blooms are gone. It is 
said that wisteria require three to four times as much 
fertilizer as most bonsai.  Just make sure the 
fertilizer you use is slow release.

Fertilize quince, ume, crabapple and 
pomegranate this month. Do not fertilize satsuke 
azaleas until blooms are gone.

Re-potting can still be done on black pine, 
junipers, pomegranate and azaleas. If you plan to re-
pot azaleas, you can still trim fairly severely.

Most deciduous trees should be in full leaf by 
now, so wait until the new growth has hardened if 
you plan to re-pot maples, elm, hornbeam and 
zelkova.

We have had reports of wooly aphids appearing 
on apple, quince and other plants attractive to 
aphids. Malathion with a little Volck Oil mixed in 
should do the trick. The oil allows the malathion to 
stick and penetrate the white fuzz covering the 
critter. Spray again in about ten days. This treatment 
will also take care of regular aphids and spider 
mites.

Start fine-tuning show trees. Trees to be shown 
should not have large-gauge wire on trunks or 
visible on large branches. It is, however, permissible 
to have wire on medium to small branches 
providing it is neatly applied. Annealed copper or 
anodized aluminum are preferred wire choices.

If you wish to darken bright copper wire, soak it  
overnight in purex or diluted muratic acid 
(swimming pool acid.) Wash it with clear water 
before using.

Start getting rid of moss growing on trunks and 
base roots. Be careful not to damage rough bark 
trees such as black pine and cork bark elm.

Are you planning to change pots before the 
show? Do it now so the tree will look settled in its 
show container. This is a common practice in Japan. 
The show pot is then stored away after the show and 
the tree is returned to its everyday pot.

Many thanks to
All those who donated to our February raffle

Ellen Keneshea, Emma Janza, Nathan 

Simmons, James Pai, Jerry Bañuelos,

 Fred Seeley

And a big welcome to new member
Skip Smith

DBS February Niche trees. Top, the tiny 
zelkova grove from Marge Blasingameʼs 
shohin display. Below, Ray Blasingameʼs 
twisted pomegranate.
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DBS February Meeting
Ken Fuentes was our February demonstrator. He is a founding member of the Conejo Valley Bonsai Club 

and has been a bonsaist for 40 years, hailing originally from Florida, which helps explain his love of and 
expertise on ficus, especially ficus nerifolia.

Ken will spend five to seven years just developing the base of a ficus. He repots every year and cuts off the 
taproots growing below the soil at that time. He spends another two years developing the top of the tree. He 
fertilizes ficus “ a lot” and pots them in “whatever soil mix I come across. These things will grow in anything. 
Scoria, akadama, anything porous. Mix it up, sift it out.”

Ficus respond well to clip and grow, he says. “You can wire the trees, but after you take the wire off they 
usually go back straight because thatʼs the way they grow.”

He keeps his ficus in full sun and wets the leaves when he waters as ficus love humidity.
Starting in mid February, Ken leaf prunes his ficus.. He either trims off all leaves except the last two on a 

branch, ( and “wherever you pulled off a leaf becomes a bud then a branch”),or cuts all the leaves in half.
A tip for any tree: Ken puts white wire on sacrifice branches to remind himself not to prune the branch.
Below left, Ken working on a ficus; below right, Ken and two of the ficus he brought as examples of his 

work.

Itʼs never too 
early to start 
thinking about the 
next convention.
In this case, the 
4th U.S. National 
Bonsai Exhibition 
to be held Sept. 
13-14, 2014 in 
Rochester, NY. 
 For more 
information, go to 
www.international
bonsai.com
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Join the
Descanso Bonsai Society

$25 - Single     $30 - Couples
Payable to:  

Descanso Bonsai Society
See Membership Chair Fred at 

the next meeting or send to:
Fred Seeley

27124 Crystal Springs Road
Canyon Country, CA 91387

DBS Board Meeting
Open to all club members 

interested in getting involved in 
club operations & management.

Next  meeting 
April 28, 2014

At Elizabeth Likesʼs home,
 7 p.m., 

9916 Rancho Caballo, Sunland 
91040

March 29-30, 2014
California Bonsai Society Annual Show 
The Huntington Library and Botanical Gardens, 1151 Oxford Road, 
San Marino, CA.
10 AM to 4:30 PM each day
Reception 7 -9 PM Saturday, March 29

April 26-27, 2014
San Diego Bonsai Club Spring Bonsai Show and Sale
10 AM to 5 PM each day
Bonsai technique demonstration each day at 11 AM and 1 PM
Casa Del Prado, Room 101
Balboa Park, San Diego, CA
For more information visit www.sandiegobonsaiclub.com

March 8-9, 2014
Bay Area Bonsai Associates:  33rd Annual Bonsai 
Exhibition
Lakeside Park Garden Center, 666 Bellevue Avenue, Oakland , CA
Saturday 5-9 PM and Sunday 10 AM-4 PM.  Demonstration by satsuki 
bonsai master Shuisho Nakayama from Japan at 6:30 PM Saturday, 
followed by a raffle of the demonstration tree.  For more information, 
contact Bob Gould at (925) 935-1914.
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