
I want to thank everyone who chose to 
show a tree at our recent show.  We 
had some wonderful specimens on 
display in both rooms and some of the 
novicesʼ works were outstanding.  
Heck, we even had to boot Nathan 

Simmons out of the Novice category and heʼll be displaying 
in the big room from now on.

Thanks to everyone who devoted some of their time to 
helping us set up the show, for bringing us hard working stiffs 
lunch, for hosting during Saturday and Sunday, for helping 
set up and clean up the Saturday night reception, for 
preparing and running the auction and raffle, and for helping 
us take everything down and put it all away for another year.  
We couldnʼt have done it without everyoneʼs help.

Thank you to Ellen Keneshea and Marj Branson for note 
taking during the judging by our esteemed judge, Cheryl 
Manning.  Thank you Cheryl for honoring us as our judge for 
this year.

Thank you for everyone who brought in items for the 
sales room and for Marge Blasingame and her dedicated 
workers, who manned it.  

A special thank you for Roberta Daniels, who was there 
during the whole show, supporting the club, who brought in 
those animated flowers, which my mama loves to see on her 
window sill in front of her sink.

Thank you to everyone who bought tickets for the raffle 
and for those who participated in and bought items as a 
result of the auction.  Thank you to anyone who contributed 
items for the raffle or the auction and a special thanks to 
Nathan for organizing and sourcing the bulk of the items that 
we had the opportunity of bidding on.  Thank you Ted Matson 
for being our auctioneer again this year and doing a great job  
at it too.

Thank you to Kathy Benson and Jim Barrett for 
performing demonstrations during the day.  Thank you Hank 
Fawcett for donating a great piece of material for my demo. 

Thank you Kathy and Elizabeth Likes for doing the 
bookkeeping during the auction and making sure that 
everyoneʼs purchases were fairly accounted for and thank 
you to Marge for tracking all of the items for sale and the 
purchases.

Finally, if I missed mentioning you please know that your 
efforts didnʼt go unnoticed or unappreciated.

Without all of your efforts this would not be one of the 
most enjoyable clubs to be a member of and a place to 
celebrate our joy of bonsai with each other.

Descanso Bonsai Society 
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by Michael Jonas

Next Club Meeting
Tuesday, July 15, 2014

7:30p.m. 
Van de Camp Hall, Descanso Gardens 

1418 Descanso Drive, La Canada Flintridge

July Demonstrator
Michael Jonas

July Niche
Walter Zipusch, Yoko Zipusch

July Refreshments
Fred Seeley,Bill Wawrychuk, Joe Galgoul, 

Marge Blasingame

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Patti Peterson and Georgette Tuck

Wydman Award winner Nathan Simmons with his 
Best of Novice Chinese Privet.
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July Tips
By	  Jim	  Barre*

This	  month	  we	  can	  expect	  a	  slowing	  down	  
of	  both	  roots	  and	  top	  growth.

Deciduous	  trees,	  especially	  Japanese	  
maples,	  may	  need	  protec<on	  from	  direct	  sun	  
and	  drying	  winds.	  Home	  Depot	  sells	  shade	  
cloth	  in	  varying	  strength,	  if	  you	  feel	  ambi<ous 	  
and	  want	  to	  build	  a	  shade	  frame	  over	  your	  
more	  tender	  trees.

Make	  sure	  your	  watering	  program	  is	  not	  
neglected.	  It	  may	  be	  that	  you	  will	  have	  to	  
water	  more	  than	  once	  a	  day.	  Shohin	  bonsai	  
will	  need	  an	  extra	  amount	  of	  care	  in	  terms	  of	  
water,	  shade	  and	  maintaining	  a	  cool	  humid	  
atmosphere.

It	  is	  becoming	  more	  and	  more	  common	  to	  
see	  shohin	  collec<ons	  imbedded	  in	  a	  tray	  of	  
damp	  sand.	  This	  not	  only	  provides	  humidity	  
and	  moisture	  but	  also	  keeps	  the	  pot	  cool.	  If	  
your	  trees	  are	  placed	  against	  a	  wall	  or	  fence,	  
be	  sure	  to	  rotate	  them	  every	  week	  or	  so.	  This	  
evens	  out	  the	  tree’s	  form	  by	  exposing	  all	  sides	  
to	  the	  elements.	  Trees	  leD	  against	  a	  fence	  or	  
wall	  tend	  to	  develop	  flat	  areas,	  stunted	  
branches	  and	  even	  dead	  branches	  on	  the	  wall	  
side.

Except	  for	  emergency	  poGng,	  wait	  un<l	  
early	  fall	  for	  this	  chore.

Crab	  apples	  and	  ume	  should	  be	  leD	  to	  
grow	  wild	  un<l	  late	  September	  –	  the	  same	  
with	  wisteria.	  Try	  stripping	  the	  first	  3	  to	  4	  sets	  
(closest	  to	  the	  trunk)	  leaving	  only	  a	  few	  leaves	  
at	  branch	  terminals.	  Try	  this	  on	  crabapple	  and	  
ume.	  Do	  this	  also	  on	  the	  compound	  leaves	  on	  
wisteria,	  but	  just	  strip	  the	  first	  few	  sets	  of	  
leaflets	  on	  each	  leaf.	  This	  procedure	  should	  
cause	  the	  tree	  to	  set	  more	  buds	  for	  next	  
year’s	  flowers.

Fer<lizers	  high	  in	  phosphorous	  and	  
potash,	  low	  in	  nitrogen,	  should	  be	  used	  this	  
summer.	  Do	  not	  over-‐fer<lize.	  In	  fact,	  if	  you	  
are	  using	  liquid	  or	  chemical	  fer<lizers,	  cut	  the	  
recommended	  dose	  in	  half.	  Over-‐fer<lizing	  
during	  this	  semi-‐dormant	  period	  could	  cause	  
root	  rot	  and	  other	  undesirable	  condi<ons.

Many thanks to
All those who donated to our June raffle
Jerry Banuelos, Marge Blasingame, 

James Pai, Walter Zipusch, Yoko 
Zipusch, Cesareo Perez, David and 

June Nguy

Sarah Gyer and her 
Gardenia Saikei at the 
DBS show

Demonstrator David Nguy at our June meeting where 
he gave us the lowdown on black pines. The demo 
tree was a 7ʼ tree he chopped and re-grew .



Better if you moved this–show Judge 
Cheryl Manning gives advice on one of 
the bonsai in the show.

45th Annual Descanso Bonsai Society Exhibit

ADVANCED
John Naka Award: Marcus Juniel
Best of Advanced: Peter Macasieb

Second Place: Marcus Juniel
Third Place: Yoko Zipusch

Best Artistic Display: Ray Blasingame

NOVICE
Dick Wydman Award: Nathan Simmons

Best of Novice: Nathan Simmons
Most Artistic Display: E.K. Waller
Most Points: Nathan Simmons

NOVICE
Evergreen Over 24”

1st and 2nd Place: Nathan Simmons
3rd Place: Albert Rivera
Evergreen Under 24”
1st Place: E.K. Waller

2nd Place: Albert Rivera
3rd Place: Fred Seeley
Deciduous Over 24”

3rd Place: Keith Martin

Bonsai on display in the 
novice room at the DBS 
show

Deciduous Under 24”:
1st, 2nd and 3rd Place: Elizabeth Short

Shohin Evergreen
2nd Place: Al Espinoza

Show Auctioneer Ted Matson, left, asks 
for bids while James Pai right, holds up 
the object in question, and DBS President 
Michael Jonas, center, looks on.



DBS NEWSLETTER
℅ Jim Pelling
944 Pine Grove Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90042-1354

Join the
Descanso Bonsai Society

$25 - Single     $30 - Couples
Payable to:  

Descanso Bonsai Society
See Membership Chair Fred 
at the next meeting or send 

to:
Fred Seeley

27124 Crystal Springs Road
Canyon Country, CA 91387

DBS Board Meeting
Open to all club members 

interested in getting involved in 
club operations & management.

Next  meeting 
TBD

At Elizabeth Likesʼs home,
 7 p.m., 

9916 Rancho Caballo, Sunland 
91040
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4th U.S. National Bonsai Exhibition
    TSE- Total Sports Experience, Rochester, New York
     Sept. 14 and 15, 2014

Come see some of the finest bonsai in the United States as well as visit 
the largest vending area in the country. International judges, Susumu 
Nakamura (Japan), Lindsay Bebb (Australia) and David Easterbrook 
(Canada) will also be presenting demonstrations.

www.internationalbonsai.com or WNV@internationalbonsai.com
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