
Has anybody seen winter?  I think it 
has decided to skip Southern California 
and give all its attention to the east 
coast.  We donʼt have much 
opportunity to complain about the 
occasional freeze that has browned the 

leaves on the tropicals, knowing that they will start growing 
and pushing new growth before too long.  I just hope that 
winter doesnʼt decide to visit us until after that tender new 
growth has a chance to harden off.

I hope that the new year is working well for everyone and 
that you arenʼt coughing and sneezing like many of the 
people I am around these days, including me.  Stay healthy 
and enjoy your bonsai.

See you all Tuesday the 17th when we will have a demo 
from Ann Erb.

Descanso Bonsai Society 

NEWSLETTER             FEBRUARY 2015

PRESIDENTʼS MESSAGE
by Michael Jonas

Next Club Meeting
Tuesday, February 17, 2015

7:30 p.m.
Van de Camp Hall, Descanso Gardens 

1418 Descanso Drive, La Canada Flintridge

This is the first meeting of the year!

February Refreshments
Wendy Tsai, Sonja Kobler

Nelson Sanabria, Peter Macasieb

February Niche
TBA

February Demonstrator
Ann Erb

BONSAI-A-THON XIX
FEB. 28-MARCH 1, 2015

HUNTINGTON LIBRARY 
8AM TO 4PM

Raffle and Auction both days at 3:30 pm
           Saturday Demonstrators

Kathy Benson, Bob Hilvers, Mel Ikeda, 
Peter Macasieb, Cesareo Perez.

Sunday Demonstrators
Frank Goya, Marcus Juniel, Al Nelson, David Nguy

THE ANNUAL FUNDRAISER FOR THE 
GSBF COLLECTION

9:00 AM ONLY ON SUNDAY: 
“Bring Your Own Tree” consulting clinic,  
Expert solutions for any bonsai challenge. 

Open to the public. $10 for 10 minutes

Nathan Simmons, Chinese Sweet Plum
" " " " Photo by Ryan Wells
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Chen Wenjuan came all the way  from China to work on a San Jose juniper at the Southern Breeze Bonsai Clubʼs 
January 2015 meeting. Above Mrs. Chen aided by DBS member David Nguy, turns a bush into a bonsai.

Jim Barrett, Korean Hornbeam Maggie Carpenter and Joe Galgoul

Above, members of the DBS Board 
at our January Banquet. Left to right: 
Elizabeth Likes, Cesareo Perez, 
Ellen Keneshea, Jim Barrett, Kathy 
Benson, Fred Seeley, Marge 
Blasingame, Nathan Simmons, 
MIchael Jonas, James Pai, Keith 
Martin, Bill Wawrychuk and James 
Pelling.
! ! Banquet photos by Ryan 



February and March are 
probably the best two months of 
the year for potting and re-potting 
bonsai and training tree from 
nursery cans to bonsai pots.

Deciding which bonsai needs 
re-potting will depend on how long since its last potting 
and whether the tree has become root bound.

If the pot does not have a major inside lip, you may 
want to inspect the root ball by lifting the tree out of the 
pot. Look for a firm root ball with roots visible all around 
the sides and bottom.

Another indication that the tree needs re-potting is 
the soil lifting above the edge of the pot. This shows that 
a matte of roots has formed on the bottom and is 
pushing the tree up. Trident maple bonsai are noted for 
this phenomenon.

One important reason for re-potting is the tree has 
matured beyond its present container.  Either it has 
grown larger or it deserves a more appropriate pot.

There are several things to consider when you 
decide to proceed.:

1. Decide which tree or trees you want to pot.
2.  The preferred one does not work out.
3. Place the wire or heavy plastic screen over each 

drain hole. Mesh should be at least 1/8” holes. Make 
sure screens are held in place with wire clips to keep 
them in place.

4. If you are going to tie the tree in, now is the time 
to install the tie wires. Use a wire of sufficient size and 
strength to do the job.

5. Make sure the pot is clean inside and out.
6. Have your favorite mix handy.
All of these preparations should be done before the 

root ball is disturbed. Many bonsai are lost or setback if 
the roots and soil are removed before everything is 
ready.

Some hobbyists take just enough soil and roots off 
to place the tree back in its original pot leaving room for 
an inch or so of new soil. Others are more aggressive in 
cleaning out old soil and prune the roots more severly. 
Both approaches are valid. It all depends on the 
condition of the tree, its root system, and the owner’s 
goals for the tree. This all sounds pretty involved or 
complicated–it isn’t, if you use common sense and do 
not get too rough with the tree.

Aesthetic considerations are: Tree and pot harmony  
or appropriateness. Is the tree placed in the pot 
properly? Isd the tree planted at the proper angle or 
attitude> Is the front of the tree facing the viewer?

After re-potting, place the tree in a shaded area to 
protect it from the wind. In a week to ten days place it 
where you would normally. Wait  about a month before 
fertilizing. 

February Tips
 by Jim Barrett

Speaking of fertilizers, you should have started 
fertilizing with organic fertilizer by now. Miracle Grow and 
fast acting fertilizers are best applied at ½ strength. Time 
release and slow actingchemical fertilizers, such as 
Ozmocote and woodace, are safe if you follow printed 
instructions. Some people add these to their soil mix.

Spray Japanese maples and other trees susceptible 
to powdery mildew with your favorite fungicide. Watch for 
aphids on apple, quince, and plum. Watch for spider 
mites on juniper, black pine, and azaleas.

You should be choosing your show trees now. Plan 
for a bonsai and an accent plant in each display.

Re-pot wisteria after flowering.

Top, Elizabeth Likes and Fred Seeley work the Banquet. 
Bottom, left to right, James Pai, Emma Janza, and Ryan 
Wells enjoy themselves.



DBS NEWSLETTER
℅ Jim Pelling
944 Pine Grove Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90042-1354

Join the
Descanso Bonsai Society

$25 - Single     $30 - Couples
Payable to:  

Descanso Bonsai Society
See Membership Chair Fred 
at the next meeting or send 

to:
Fred Seeley

27124 Crystal Springs Road
Canyon Country, CA 91387

DBS Board Meeting
Open to all club members 

interested in getting involved in 
club operations & management.

Next  meeting 
TBD

At Elizabeth Likesʼs home,
 7 p.m., 

9916 Rancho Caballo, Sunland 
91040
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DBS WEBSITE                www.descanso-bonsai.com

" The Golden State Bonsai Federation (GSBF) Official Website offers more bonsai 
related information and stories in a news blog-like format with posting every Monday and 
Thursday. Where does the information come from? 
" The answer is you.
" You submit your information by email using MS Word and images (300 ppi 
minimum) to the Editor of Golden Statements Magazine. There are no deadlines for 
submissions. We are looking for information about club shows and other scheduled 
activities (demonstrations, auctions, workshops, special lecturers, etc.) Do not let an 
important activity go unnoticed but share the experience with others!
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