
The Bonsai-A-Thon was this weekend 
and I hope that everyone was able to 
attend.  It was another rainy fundraiser 
for the GSBF Collection at the 
Huntington.  I was unable to attend, but 
I hope you guys had a wonderful time.
We are well into the new year and dues 

are still due.  Please see Fred Seeley to take care of your 
annual dues at the upcoming meeting if you still need to.  
Your dues help to pay for the great demonstrators and 
activities that make Descanso such a terrific place to be 
where you get your fix of bonsai each month.

Remember, we are special.  Not everyone can 
successfully create and maintain bonsai, but almost 
everybody appreciates seeing them.  With most of us it is a 
passion that brings great satisfaction from being around our 
beautiful trees or in the presence of someone elseʼs creation.

Keep working on your trees and weʼll see you on at 7:30 
on Tuesday March 17th.

Descanso Bonsai Society 

NEWSLETTER             MARCH 2015

PRESIDENTʼS MESSAGE
by Michael Jonas

Next Club Meeting
Tuesday, March 17, 2015

7:30 p.m.
Van de Camp Hall, Descanso Gardens 

1418 Descanso Drive, La Canada Flintridge

March Refreshments
Kathy Benson, Michael Jonas, 
Joe Galgoul, Vahe Zackarian

March Niche
TBA

If youʼd like to volunteer to bring a tree, call 
Jim Barrett at 626-445-4529

March Demonstrator
Travis Goldstein

will be styling a juniper for us!

February Niche
Kathy Benson, Flowering Plum

MANY THANKS TO ALL WHO DONATED TO OUR 
FEBRUARY RAFFLE

Jerry Bañuelos, Jody Dundas, Emma Janza, 
Cesareo Perez, Ellen Keneshea

February Niche
Albert Rivera, 

Grafted Shimpaku
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Ann Erb, pictured above, a member of Nanpu-Kai Bonsai Society, and California Bonsai Society, and a student of 
John Naka for many years, came down from her home in Nipomo, CA, to talk to us about azaleas at our DBS 
February meeting. She studied azaleas at Nakayama-engei Nursery in Yamato-Takada, Japan, under bonsai master 
Suisho Nakayama

Ann is an expert on satsuki azaleas, of which there are over 2000 varieties. She said this was the perfect time of 
year to trim and repot azaleas and she demonstrated both on the two trees she brought with her. 

She noted that azaleas are fussy about water, so she uses rain water on her trees or treats regular water with 
white vinegar because azaleas like a slightly acidic soil with a ph  between 5.5 and 6.5. Also, they like to dry out 
between waterings. Ann plants her azaleas in straight sieved kanuma, and repots each tree every three 
years..Azaleas are partial to heat and humidity in the summer and cold in the winter.

Ann always uses aluminum wire on her azaleas both for tying in the trees to the pot (they donʼt like copper near 
their roots) and for wiring them. Azaleas are brittle, so Ann said to wire them at a more elongated 25 or 30 degree 
angle rather than the usual 45 degrees, and to twist the wired branch as you go along in order to move it.

She fertilizes from February through May or June, unless sheʼs letting the tree flower, in which case she stops 
fertilizing in April. She fertilizes again in the fall with a 5-5-5 organic mix. She covers the top of the soil with either 
yamagoke, Japanese mountain moss, or chopped up New Zealand spagnum moss.

She noted that a lot of the work done on azaleas, such as leaf and bud plucking has similar timing to working on 
black pines.



March Tips
 by Jim Barrett

HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY, SARAH GYER!

Longtime DBS member 
and bonsaist Sarah 
Gyer turns 100 years 
old this month. We wish 
her a very Happy 
Birthday and many 
more!
Left, Sarah, Sarah and 
her gardenia saikei at 
the 2014 DBS show, 
and the saikei at the 
2013 DBS show.

If you plan to transplant wisteria after blooms are gone, don’t fertilize for at least one month
 after re-potting. If you have wisteria and do not plan to re-pot, fertilize right after the blooms
 are gone. It is said that wisteria require three to four times as much fertilizer as most bonsai.  Just make sure the fertilizer you use is 

slow release.
Fertilize quince, ume, crabapple and pomegranate this month. Do not fertilize satsuki azaleas until blooms are gone.
Re-potting can still be done on black pine, junipers, pomegranate and azaleas. If you plan to re-pot azaleas, you can still trim fairly 

severely.
Most deciduous trees should be in full leaf by now, so wait until the new growth has hardened if you plan to re-pot maples, elm, 

hornbeam and zelkova.
We have had reports of wooly aphids appearing on apple, quince and other plants attractive to aphids. Malathion with a little Volck 

Oil mixed in should do the trick. The oil allows the malathion to stick and penetrate the white fuzz covering the critter. Spray again in 
about ten days. This treatment will also take care of regular aphids and spider mites.

Start fine-tuning show trees. Trees to be shown should not have large-gauge wire on trunks or visible on large branches. It is, 
however, permissible to have wire on medium to small branches providing it is neatly applied. Annealed copper or anodized aluminum 
are preferred wire choices.

If you wish to darken bright copper wire, soak it overnight in purex or diluted muratic acid (swimming pool acid.) Wash it with clear 
water before using.

Start getting rid of moss growing on trunks and base roots. Be careful not to damage rough bark trees such as black pine and cork 
bark elm.

Are you planning to change pots before the show? Do it now so the tree will look settled in its show container. This is a common 
practice in Japan. The show pot is then stored away after the show and the tree is returned to its everyday pot.



DBS NEWSLETTER
℅ Jim Pelling
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Los Angeles, CA 90042-1354

Descanso Bonsai Society
$25 - Single     $30 - 

Couples
Payable to:  

Descanso Bonsai Society
See Membership Chair Fred 
at the next meeting or send 

to:
Fred Seeley

27124 Crystal Springs Road
Canyon Country, CA 91387

DBS Board Meeting
Open to all club members 

interested in getting involved in 
club operations & management.

Next  meeting 
TBD

At Elizabeth Likesʼs home,
 7 p.m., 

9916 Rancho Caballo, Sunland 
91040
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California Bonsai Society  58th Annual Bonsai Show
March 28-29, 2015
Huntington Library and Gardens
1151 Oxford Road San Marino, CA 91108
Saturday–Sunday, 10:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
Discover the timeless appeal of an ancient horticultural art form as the 
California Bonsai Society presents its 58th annual show, featuring 
more than 100 beautiful specimens created by bonsai masters. 
General admission. Brody Botanical Center

If you havenʼt already paid 
your dues, please do!
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