
The	  weather	  just	  jumped	  from	  mid-‐
seven5es	  to	  low	  nine5es	  and	  my	  
newly	  planted	  vegetables	  swooned.	  	  
Hopefully	  our	  bonsai	  won’t	  be	  
affected	  as	  strongly,	  but	  it’s	  a	  good	  

idea	  to	  keep	  an	  eye	  on	  them,	  during	  the	  day,	  if	  you	  can.	  	  
The	  weather	  is	  going	  to	  get	  hot.	  	  For	  those	  of	  us	  who	  
are	  living	  in	  the	  Valley,	  it’s	  going	  to	  get	  very	  hot	  at	  
some	  point	  this	  summer.	  	  PuDng	  up	  shade	  cloth	  now	  
to	  block	  the	  hoEest	  part	  of	  the	  heat	  of	  the	  day	  can	  
save	  your	  trees	  from	  dangerous	  condi5ons.	  	  Also	  
repoDng	  those	  trees	  that	  don’t	  seem	  to	  be	  doing	  that	  
well	  now	  can	  save	  them	  from	  suffering	  later.	  	  If	  roots	  
have	  grown	  and	  are	  filling	  the	  pot	  now	  there	  won’t	  be	  
enough	  room	  to	  hold	  enough	  water	  when	  it	  gets	  
hoEer.	  	  Fer5lize	  now	  and	  your	  trees	  will	  be	  stronger	  
later.	  	  It	  just	  a	  thought.	  	  Now	  I	  have	  to	  remember	  to	  
take	  my	  own	  advice.

We	  just	  had	  our	  board	  mee5ng	  and	  took	  on	  
planning	  for	  our	  June	  show,	  about	  six	  weeks	  from	  now.	  	  
Besides	  geDng	  your	  trees	  ready	  for	  the	  show	  think	  
about	  how	  you	  can	  make	  our	  show	  successful	  for	  all	  of	  
us.	  	  Volunteer	  to	  help	  setup,	  set	  aside	  a	  few	  hours	  to	  
host	  the	  event,	  donate	  items	  for	  the	  raffle/auc5on	  and	  
bring	  in	  some	  item	  for	  the	  sales	  room.	  	  Every	  ac5on	  
helps	  to	  contribute	  to	  the	  whole	  experience.	  	  This	  is	  
our	  show	  and	  we	  make	  it	  what	  it	  is.	  	  Let’s	  have	  fun	  do	  
it,	  too.

Items	  for	  the	  monthly	  raffle	  are	  greatly	  appreciated	  
and	  are	  acknowledged	  in	  our	  newsleEer.	  	  Your	  
generosity	  is	  a	  major	  factor	  in	  how	  exci5ng	  the	  raffles	  
can	  be.	  	  We	  all	  love	  to	  win	  nice	  items.

Cesareo	  is	  organizing	  a	  pre-‐show	  cri5que	  for	  our	  
next	  mee5ng	  so	  bring	  in	  your	  show	  display	  setup	  and	  
we’ll	  see	  if	  we	  can’t	  offer	  you	  some	  ideas	  to	  help	  
create	  the	  best	  display	  for	  your	  tree.	  	  See	  you	  on	  
Tuesday,	  May	  19th.
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PRESIDENTʼS MESSAGE
by Michael Jonas

Next Club Meeting
Tuesday, MAY 19, 2015

7:30 p.m.
Van de Camp Hall, Descanso Gardens 

1418 Descanso Drive, La Canada Flintridge

May Refreshments
Wendy Tsai, Peter Macasieb, 
Emma Janza, Maria Atkison

 May Niche
Cesareo Perez, Marge Blasingame

If youʼd like to volunteer to bring a tree next 
month, call Jim Barrett at 626-445-4529

May Demonstrator
A pre show critique! Bring your tree and setup (accent 
plant, stand) for some helpful thoughts from Cesareo 

Perez. 

MANY THANKS TO ALL WHO DONATED TO OUR 
APRIL RAFFLE

Jerry Bañuelos, Emma Janza, Rick Naber, 
Ellen Keneshea, Kathy Benson, JIm Pelling, 

Eric Rogger

April Niche
Star Jasmine   Cesareo Perez
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DBS APRIL MEETING

DBS BONSAI CLUB needs YOU!
Descanso Bonsai Society 46th Annual Show
June 13 and 14, 2015 at Descanso Gardens

This is our annual show, and it can only be great with your help. 
Sign up to work at the show. 

   Volunteer to be a demonstrator or host. 

Bring	 a	 tree	 or	 trees	 to	 show	 from	 1PM	 -	 7PM	 Friday.
Come help set up Friday, June 12 from 10 AM on. 

Bring bonsai related items, including trees, to sell from 1PM - 7PM on 
Friday.

Stay and help take the show down on Sunday.
Pay your DBS dues if you haven’t yet. 

You can only exhibit or sell at the show if you are a dues paying member of 
DBS.

Please remember, due to the citrus greening disease (HLB) we may not show or sell 

Our own Michael Jonas, above right, worked on a boxwood at our DBS April meeting, and gave much interesting 
and helpful information about watering and carving in particular. MIchael fertilizes using a siphon water jet 
attachment with a water breaker nozzle to regulate the pressure. The water pulls fertilizer from a bucket as you 
water, thus fertilizing a little each time you water. Michael also showed us several carving tools, especially a bark 
peeler, which heʼs using above. And a PFEIL "Swiss Made" Abegglen Detail Knife, below, which Michael noted is 
great for shari.

As Nathan Simmons said, “I learned two new things tonight!”
Above left, Michael with the lucky tree winner Roman Marenin.



Don‘t forget to continue your fertilizing program, especially for black pine and juniper.

Candle pruning programs will vary for ordinary black pine. It all depends on the age and 
health of the tree, and what your goals are.

Candle pruning nursery stock can be started earlier than black pine that has been in a 
bonsai container for some time. For instance, nursery stock may have their candles pruned this 
month from about mid-month on. The object is to produce shorter internodes and an 
abundance of branches.

Bonsai black pine, depending again on maturity and health, may have the candle pruning 
program start as early as late May or as late as mid-July. The later you prune, the shorter the 
internodes.

Needle plucking is a personal choice and, if done, should not be done on a weak, 
unhealthy tree.

If you have questions regarding black pine maintenance, ask your instructor or a member of the club.

Get your bonsai ready for the show, especially beginners. We always have great judges who make helpful comments, 
suggesting ways they see to improve each tree. This is a rare opportunity to get expert advice for your tree.

All trees should be groomed, trimmed and wayward branches wired and moved into position.

Pots should be clean and, if possible, free of hard water scale. “Old English” lemon oil works very well on pots and will 
help some scale to be less noticeable.

Clean trunks and roots, removing dirt and moss from trunks, main roots (nebari) and any low branches.

If your tree has dead wood and branches that have been treated with lime sulphur, give it another treatment at least two 
weeks before the show.

Juniper and pine color can be enhanced with an application of volck oil. To mix, add 1 to 2 teaspoons of volck oil to one 
quart of water and, using a spray bottle, spray this mixture on all foliage. Do this just before the show.

Accent plants and stands should also be groomed and clean.

Continue to watch for critters and fungus. Wait to fertilize azaleas until they are through blooming.

You should be able to repot ficus, pomegranate and atlas cedar anytime now. If you need to repot elm and maple, make 
sure the new growth has hardened somewhat and try not to remove too many fine roots. You may find trident maples have 
developed a thick pad of roots on the bottom of the root ball. Add soil as needed and return the tree to its place. Save any 
major root pruning for next January or February.

MAY TIPS     by JIM BARRETT

 JERRY MADISON

    Jerry Madison was a member of DBS 
member a long time ago and though most of 
the members now won't remember him,there 
are some of us older ones who will. Jerry 
passed away April 19, 2015.
     Jerry was very active in the Bonsai 
community. He worked on the outdoor 
shows that Descanso Gardens held for 
many years.  He worked with the first 
convention that we had in Riverside plus 
many of the earlier conventions that were 
held at some very fun locations. To name a 
few, the Spa Hotel in Palm Springs, and the 
Queen Many in Long Beach".
     Jerry had moved to Calmesa a number of  
years ago with his friend Carlos, they would 
periodically come to some of the Bonsai 
events.He was the Bonsai-a-Thon last 
February, if anyone noticed, he was the frail 
looking man in the wheel chair. 
     Our sympathy goes out to Carlos. 
     May Jerry rest in peace.
 
  by Elizabeth Likes

GSBF	  NEW	  FIRST	  SATURDAY	  PROGRAM	  AT	  THE	  HUNTINGTON
By	  Bill	  Wawrychuk

As	  you	  might	  be	  aware,	  the	  GSBF	  First	  Thursday	  Program	  supplies	  
Bonsai	  Garden	  Specialists	  to	  The	  Hun5ngton	  for	  the	  bonsai	  pavilions.	  	  	  
As	  a	  Bonsai	  Garden	  Specialist,	  you	  answer	  the	  general	  public’s	  bonsai	  
ques5ons.	  	  It	  is	  like	  working	  your	  club’s	  show,	  only	  at	  The	  Hun5ngton	  
on	  the	  first	  Thursday	  of	  the	  month.	  	  

The	  program	  has	  been	  so	  successful	  that	  The	  Hun5ngton	  has	  
approved	  GSBF’s	  request	  to	  expand	  the	  program	  to	  the	  First	  Saturday	  
of	  the	  Month.	  	  So	  if	  you	  were	  unable	  to	  par5cipate	  in	  the	  First	  
Thursday	  Program,	  you	  can	  now	  volunteer	  on	  the	  first	  Saturday	  of	  the	  
month.

You	  can	  volunteer	  for	  one,	  several,	  or	  all	  twelve	  Saturdays	  in	  the	  
year!	  Parking	  for	  the	  Bonsai	  Garden	  Specialists	  is	  INSIDE	  the	  gardens	  
right	  above	  the	  collec5on.	  	  As	  an	  added	  bonus,	  you	  get	  to	  wear	  a	  
spiffy	  GSBF	  Hun5ngton	  Collec5on	  apron	  and	  a	  really	  neat	  Hun5ngton	  
Garden’s	  Volunteer	  Badge.	  	  How	  cool	  is	  that!

If	  you	  would	  like	  further	  informa5on	  on	  the	  GSBF	  First	  Thursday/
Saturday	  Program,	  please	  contact	  me.	  	  Bill	  Wawrychuk,	  818-‐790-‐9415,	  
b_wawrychuk@yahoo.com
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℅ Jim Pelling
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Los Angeles, CA 90042-1354

Descanso Bonsai Society
$25 - Single     $30 - 

Couples
Payable to:  

Descanso Bonsai Society
See Membership Chair Fred 
at the next meeting or send 

to:
Fred Seeley

27124 Crystal Springs Road
Canyon Country, CA 91387

DBS Board Meeting
Open to all club members 

interested in getting involved in 
club operations & management.

Next  meeting 
TBD

At Elizabeth Likesʼs home,
 7 p.m., 

9916 Rancho Caballo, Sunland 
91040
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May 23 –25 
9 AM to 5 PM
Santa Anita Bonsai Society Show
Los Angeles County Arboretum and Botanic Garden  • 301 North Baldwin Ave, 
Arcadia, CA 91007 

May 30–31
Sansui Kai annual Show and Sale
6100 Woodley Ave., Van Nuys, CA
10 AM to 4 PM
Attendance at the show will also get access to an authentic Japanese stroll garden with its 
beautiful lake and many cultural features.  There will be a sale area with trees and other 
bonsai related material.  All are invited.  The phone at the garden is 818–756–8166 or you 
man call Jack Reynolds at 760–379–8292 or 805–368–0110.  
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