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Next Club Meeting
Tuesday, June 16, 2015

7:30 p.m.
Van de Camp Hall, Descanso Gardens 

1418 Descanso Drive, La Canada Flintridge

June Refreshments
Gillian Symonds, Yoko Zipusch, Josh Miller, 

Vahe Zackarian
 June Niche

Ellen Keneshea, Joe Galgoul

If youʼd like to volunteer to bring a tree next month, 
call Jim Barrett at 626-445-4529

June Demonstrator
David Nguy

will style a black pine and talk about pine care

MANY THANKS TO ALL WHO DONATED TO OUR 
MAY RAFFLE

Jerry Bañuelos, Fred Seeley, James Pai, 
Jim Barrett

DBS BONSAI CLUB needs YOU!
Descanso Bonsai Society 46th Annual Show
June 13 and 14, 2015 at Descanso Gardens

This is our annual show, and it can only be great with your help. 
Come help set up Friday, June 12 from 10 AM until we’re done.

Bring bonsai related items to sell, and your trees to show, from 1PM - 7PM on Friday.

DONATE BONSAI TREES, STANDS, POTS AND OTHER RELATED ITEMS FOR OUR AUCTION 
AND RAFFLE

Stay and help take the show down on Sunday.
Pay your DBS dues if you haven’t yet. 

You can only exhibit or sell at the show if you are a dues paying member of DBS.
Please remember, due to the citrus greening disease (HLB) we may not show or sell citrus.

May Niche
Marge Blasingame, Elm and Juniper shohin display



Finally spring has sprung! If you have been pruning your deciduous trees properly, 
you should be seeing more and finer twigs, which, in turn, make for a more mature 
looking tree and a great winter silhouette.

Continue to prune fast growing elm, zelkova and maple twigs, leaving one or two 
nodes on each new branch. Usually the distance between nodes is regulated by the 
amount of nitrogen the plant is able to use. The more available nitrogen, the longer the 
internodes – this assumes that the plant is healthy and vigorous.

Because not all bonsai grow at the same rate, you must pay attention to the habits 
of each one. If you have crab apple, ume or quince, prune all new growth to one or two 
nodes around the first week in July. Then do not prune again until next fall. Flower buds form during summer and 
early fall and pruning during this period reduces the number of flowers you may get next spring.

Along with this procedure, feed high phosphorus and low nitrogen fertilizers. Satsuki azaleas should not be fed 
until after blooming. Once the peak blooming period is over, pluck, or better yet, cut all of the flowers off, making 
sure to remove any seedpods.

After blooming, azaleas can be trimmed severely and repotted. New flower buds will form on the new summer 
and fall growth. 

If you have black pine bonsai try to finish your favorite candle pruning procedure by mid-July or earlier. How 
you needle prune black pine will depend on the health, the age and your goals for each tree.

Check with your instructor or bring your untrimmed black pine to the next meeting for advice.
Aphids are really out in force now. Watch for them especially on apple, quince and ume. Spray with an 

appropriate insecticide. You may want to introduce ladybugs purchased at your local nursery. (Let me know how 
you keep them in your yard.)

Be sure and check out the sales area at our June show. You will find some great buys on plants, pots, and 
other bonsai items.

Warm dry days are ahead of us, so pay attention to your watering program and hold back on the high nitrogen 
fertilizer.

JUNE TIPS     by JIM BARRETT

Harry Hirao Annual Scholarship

     The purpose of the Harry Hirao Annual Scholarship (HHAS) is to provide a onetime grant of $1,500.00 to a worthy bonsai 
enthusiast. This money must be used for educational purposes in the art of bonsai within one year of receiving the 
scholarship. The recipient cannot use these funds to acquire: bonsai, pots, tools, books, or other physical items; it is to be 
used to further education in bonsai by studying with a recognized bonsai artist.

APPLICATION An application must be submitted no later than midnight on July 15 to receive consideration. The application 
is to be submitted to George Haas, 707-762-9154, email gwhaas@comcast.net.
The application must include, at a minimum, the following information:

1. Name, address, phone number, and e-mail address of the applicant.
2. Primary bonsai club and club membership history.
3. How many years of bonsai experience.
4. In 500 words or less, applicant will describe their bonsai educational goals and why they should receive the HHAS.
5. A brief description of how the funds will be used, and the person with whom the applicant will study.
6. If awarded the HHAS, applicant agrees that all funds awarded will be expended prior to the following annual 

convention.
7. Applicant will cooperate with and submit at least one article to the Golden Statements describing activities while using 

the HHAS funds, such as: demonstrations, workshops conducted or lectures given, and other actions with the bonsai 
teacher that increase skill and knowledge of bonsai. The deadline for submission of this article is July 20 following 
receipt of the scholarship.

8. Verification by the applicant’s Club President of member in good standing with a GSBF Club.
SELECTION PROCESS HHAS Scholarship Committee will review all timely applications and verify eligibility. The selection 
committee will be made up of the GSBF President, Vice President, two board members appointed by the President, and the 
editor of Golden Statements. The selection committee’s decision is final and the award shall be given at the annual GSBF 
convention. If no application is deemed worthy, the committee reserves the right not to award the scholarship for that year.
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DBS MAY MEETING

Cesareo Perez was our May demonstrator, Cesareo  used eugenia 
trees and a rock to fashion  a saikei won by Roberta Daniels, pictured 
below with Cesareo.

Cesareo note that in creating a saikei you are creating a picture, the 
sense of a landscape. You should make sure the surface is contoured, 
not flat, like a natural landscape 

Cesareo wet the moss thoroughly and then pounded it in with his 
fingers to break it up and dissolve the edges and marry it to the soil.

He noted that you donʼt repot saikei as you do other bonsai because 
the roots will grow into the rock crevices so that you canʼt easily take it 
apart.

Above, three bonsai from the Santa Anita show this 
April. 
Left to right, Emma Janzaʼs Natal Plum; Jim Pellingʼs 
Olive; Ray Blasingameʼs Liquidambar Orientalis.



DBS NEWSLETTER
℅ Jim Pelling
944 Pine Grove Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90042-1354

Descanso Bonsai Society
$25 - Single     $30 - 

Couples
Payable to:  

Descanso Bonsai Society
See Membership Chair Fred 
at the next meeting or send 

to:
Fred Seeley

27124 Crystal Springs Road
Canyon Country, CA 91387

DBS Board Meeting
Open to all club members 

interested in getting involved in 
club operations & management.

Next  meeting 
TBD

At Elizabeth Likesʼs home,
 7 p.m., 

9916 Rancho Caballo, Sunland 
91040

DESCANSO BONSAI SOCIETY OFFICERS

President Michael Jonas	
 	
 (818) 776-0813	
 Mjonas48@hotmail.com
Past Pres. Jim Barrett	
 	
 (626) 445-4529
1st VP	
 	
 Cesareo Perez	
 	
 (626) 797-8227	
 cesareop@earthlink.net
2nd VP/	
 	
 Fred Seeley	
  	
 (661) 250-0125	
 fred@fredseeley.com 
Secretary Keith Martin	
  	
 (310) 927-0199	
 keithemartini@gmail.com
Treasurer	
 Elizabeth Likes	
 	
 (818) 352-3064	
 Lizlikes@aol.com
Advertising Bill Wawrychuk  (818) 790-9415	
 b_wawrychuk@yahoo.com
Officer	
 	
 Kathy Benson	
 	
 (626)798-0485	
 1benson99@charter.net
Officer	
 	
 Marge Blasingame	
 (626)579-0420	
 Blasmrjr@aol.com 
Officer  James Pai	
 	
 (626) 614-8079	
 paijames@ymail.com
Officer	
 	
 Nathan Simmons	
 (626) 644-3205	
customclassic@sbcglobal.net
Newsletter Ellen Keneshea	
 	
 (818) 363-5752	
 ekeneshea@socal.rr.com

DBS WEBSITE                www.descanso-bonsai.com

August 22-23, 2015
Nanpu Kai Annual  Show
Part of Nisei Week, August 15-23. 
Japanese American Cultural & Community Center (JACCC) building,
 244 S. San Pedro St., Los Angeles.
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