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Peter Macasieb Bonsia-A-Thon Demo Tree 

Next Meeting 

Tuesday, March 15, 2016 

7:30 p.m. 

Van de Kamp Hall 

Descanso Gardens 

March Refreshments 

Peter Macasieb, Hank Gugel 

Clark Wiseman, JL Pelling 

March Niche 

Marge Blasingame 

Cesareo Perez 

President’s Measssage 

By Michael Jonas 

March Demonstrator 

Peter Macasieb  

The year for us is off to a great start.  January we had our lunch-

eon, February we had a great demo from Fred Miyahara on graft-

ing.  Then the event-rich Bonsai-A-Thon weekend at the Hunting-

ton Library with sales, auctions, demonstrations, tours, good food 

and spectacular raffles with a generous amount of donated Kathy 

Boehme bonsai pots, all to raise money for the endowment for 

GSBF Collection at the Huntington Library. 

I must admit that I had a difficult time at the Bonsai-A-Thon.  If I 

started to go to get something to eat, for instance, I would encoun-

ter so many people along the way that I hadn’t seen in a while that 

I would get distracted and end up somewhere else buying some-

thing, looking at show or demo trees, or in another conversation in 

a different location.  Consequently, on Sunday, I never made it 

over to the head house for lunch, even though I started in that di-

rection several times. 

I saw many of our Descanso members volunteering their time eve-

rywhere I looked and more of our members selling pots, trees and 

bonsai supplies in the vendor and sales areas.  To mention a few:  

Auctioneer Ted Matson, Treasurer Elizabeth Likes, with Fred See-

ley, Kathy Benson, Ellen Keneshea.  Auctions, reception table and 

raffle ticket sales Marge Blasingame, Wendy Tsai, Gonzalo Rodri-

guez, Marissa Macasieb.  Chairman of the Board of the GSBF Col-

lection Bill Wawrychuk and Joe Galgoul with the cooking crew.  

Keith Martin organizing the volunteers for the teaching classes.  

Nathan Simmons, June and David Nguy and Jim Barrett in the 

vendor sales area.  Peter Macasieb creating another demo tree 

that was well received by the live auction attendees.  He also had a 

very nice shohin display upstairs and trees on display downstairs.  

I saw many more of our members enjoying the great weekend and 

I hope that you were there too. 

Time to renew your membership if you have not already done so 

and one final thing, Mauro Stemberger will be doing a demo at the 
club in April for our regular meeting.  Now isn’t this a great start for 
this year? 



 

 

March Tips 

By Jim Barrett 

 
 

If you plan to transplant wisteria after blooms are gone, don’t fertilize for at least one month after re-
potting. If you have wisteria and do not plan to re-pot, fertilize right after the blooms are gone. It is said that 
wisteria require three to four times as much fertilizer as most bonsai.  Just make sure the fertilizer you use 
is slow release. 

Fertilize quince, ume, crabapple and pomegranate this month. Do not fertilize satsuke azaleas until 
blooms are gone. 

Re-potting can still be done on black pine, junipers, pomegranate and azaleas. If you plan to re-pot azal-
eas, you can still trim fairly severely. 

Most deciduous trees should be in full leaf by now, so wait until the new growth has hardened if you plan 
to re-pot maples, elm, hornbeam and zelkova. 

We have had reports of wooly aphids appearing on apple, quince and other plants attractive to aphids. 
Malathion with a little Volck Oil mixed in should do the trick. The oil allows the malathion to stick and pene-
trate the white fuzz covering the critter. Spray again in about ten days. This treatment will also take care of 
regular aphids and spider mites. 

Start fine-tuning show trees. Trees to be shown should not have large-gauge wire on trunks or visible on 
large branches. It is, however, permissible to have wire on medium to small branches providing it is neatly 
applied. Annealed copper or anodized aluminum are preferred wire choices. 

If you wish to darken bright copper wire, soak it overnight in purex or diluted muratic acid (swimming pool 
acid.) Wash it with clear water before using. 

Start getting rid of moss growing on trunks and base roots. Be careful not to damage rough bark trees 
such as black pine and cork bark elm. 

Are you planning to change pots before the show? Do it now so the tree will look settled in its show con-
tainer. This is a common practice in Japan. The show pot is then stored away after the show and the tree 
is returned to its everyday pot. 

Upcoming Events 

CBS Show March 19-20, Huntington Library 

hor dourves served during reception 6:00 Sat. 

San Diego Bonsai Spring Show April 23-24 

Clark Bonsai Coll. Fresno Show April 16-17 

San Diego   Bonsai Bulletin  Online—MANY MORE 

You are welcome to join us! 

Annual dues $25 single, $30 Couples 

Payable to Descanso Bonsai Society 

See Keith Martin at meeting, or send to: 

Keith Martin 

2491 Purdue Ave #213 

Los Angeles CA, 90064 



February Meeting at Descanso Great photos - Ryan Wells  

Fred Myahara gave us a demo on grafting, both shimpaku juniper and Japanese 

black pine. 

He used a very sharp grafting knife to make a 40 degree cut  See picture 3. 

Then cut the branch to be inserted so that cambium must match cambium 

Attach to tree, tape with gradting tape, and apply sealer. 

Put in plastic bag, with cotton ball for moisture. See Picture. 

Aftercare very important. Keep cotton moist using a Hypodermic needle to add water. 

February Niches  

Many thanks to Kathy Benson and Ray Blasingame. Great trees. 

The Fourth LA Community Bonsai Swap Meet is Sunday March 20 from 10 AM to 2 PM at Jesse Owens 

Park, 7100 White Oak Avenue in Reseda, south of Sherman Way. Please contact Keith Martin if  

you wish to be a seller at Keithemartini@gmail.com. Great Event—Many trees and pots! 
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