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Bruce and Yaeko Hisayasu 

Next Meeting 
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Van de Kamp Hall 

Descanso Gardens 

July Refreshments 
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Josh Miller, Caesareo Perez 

Vahe Zackarian 

 

Niche:M Jonas  J Pelling 

President’s Measssage 

By Michael Jonas 

July Demonstrator 

Ted Matson to Critique our Trees  

 We just learned of the passing of long time member, Bruce 
Hiasyasu, who along with his wife Yaeko have been members 
of the club since the late 70’s.  Bruce and Yaeko imported bon-
sai pots from Japan, Korea and China and always offered a 
huge assortment of shapes, sizes and quality along with won-
derful hospitality and pleasant conversation for those of us who 
would visit them socially or come to find just the perfect pot for 
one of our trees.  There was always the offer of a cold drink 
from the garage refrigerator and a pleasant visit with two of the 
nicest people around. 

Bruce Hisayasu passed away on June 13. His obituary was in 
the Rafu Shimpo Newspaper on June 16 and funeral services 
were held on Tuesday, June 21, at Pasadena Buddhist Tem-
ple, 1993 Glen Avenue, Pasadena. 

Bruce was a pleasantly outspoken, good-natured member of 
many bonsai clubs, including California Bonsai Society, Nampu 
Kai, and Kofu Bonsai Society, to name a few.  He was known 
to most of us in bonsai, here and in Northern California, and 
will be missed by all of us. 

Our July demonstrator will be Ted Matson, not Kathy Shaner, 
as was originally scheduled.  Kathy will be rescheduled to visit 
us in the future.  Ted will still do a critique program and mem-
bers are requested to bring in their trees for critique.  Email 
Cesareo at cesareop2001@gmail.com to let him know that will 
be participating, please. 

Well thank goodness the weather has settled down for us here 
in the valley and the trees are breathing a little easier for 
now.  The blast furnace of summer still looms on the horizon, 
so if adding a shady area to your bonsai area is in your 
thoughts, now would be a good time to take care of it. 

Registration for the GSBF Convention has begun.  Be an early 
bird for best selection of workshops, discount pricing and hotel 
reservations 

See you July 19th at the club. 



 

 

July Tips 

By Jim Barrett 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

October 27-30  GSF Convention at  

Doubletree in Sacramento. Registration 

begins July 1, (Check Southwest $79 fares) 

You are welcome to join us!  

Annual  dues $25 single, $30 family. 

Payable to Descanso Bonsai Society 

See Keith Martin at meeting, or send to: 

Keith Martin 

2491 Purdue Ave #213 

Los Angeles CA, 90064 

 

This month we can expect a slowing down of both roots and top growth. 

Deciduous trees, especially Japanese maples, may need protection from direct sun and drying winds. Home Depot sells shade cloth 
in varying strength, if you feel ambitious and want to build a shade frame over your more tender trees. 

Make sure your watering program is not neglected. It may be that you will have to water more than once a day. Shohin bonsai will 
need an extra amount of care in terms of water, shade and maintaining a cool humid atmosphere. 

It is becoming more and more common to see shohin collections imbedded in a tray of damp sand. This not only provides humidity 
and moisture but also keeps the pot cool. If your trees are placed against a wall or fence, be sure to rotate them every week or so. 
This evens out the tree’s form by exposing all sides to the elements. Trees left against a fence or wall tend to develop flat areas, 
stunted branches and even dead branches on the wall side. 

Except for emergency potting, wait until early fall for this chore. 

Crab apples and ume should be left to grow wild until late September – the same with wisteria. Try stripping the first 3 to 4 sets 
(closest to the trunk) leaving only a few leaves at branch terminals. Try this on crabapple and ume. Do this also on the compound 
leaves on wisteria, but just strip the first few sets of leaflets on each leaf. This procedure should cause the tree to set more buds for 
next year’s flowers. 

Fertilizers high in phosphorous and potash, low in nitrogen, should be used this summer. Do not over-fertilize. In fact, if you are 
using liquid or chemical fertilizers, cut the recommended dose in half. Over-fertilizing during this semi-dormant period could cause 
root rot and other undesirable conditions. 

If you are planning to add new plants to your collection or are just starting out, now is a good time to look for potentially good bon-
sai stock - especially deciduous material. You will find many bargains at the September potluck and auction.  



Our June demo was by Ann Erb, a longtime CBS member from Nipomo. She showed us a California  Pepper, which 

resprouted from a compost pile. Also an Ume, a Nanking Cherry, and a Trident Maple. 

Ann’ s main demo was a small Korean Hornbeam which she had just defoliated. Her main objective was to make the 

trunk look old. She drilled holes with a battery drill with a brad-pointed bit. T he holes were filled with fine sphagnum 

moss (treated with warm water and a few drops of detergent). Raffia bound the holes to keep the moss in the holes. 

Over time the moss will rot the trunk naturally. Ann avoids the die-grinder (beaver) treatment for bonsai carving. 

Pictures above show Ann and lucky winner Debbie. Rinehart. 

Niches below are Jim Barrett, Korean Hornbeam, and Nathan Simmons, trident maple, 
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