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Ted Matson Critiques a Tree  

Next Meeting 

Tuesday, August 16, 2016 

7:30 p.m. 

Van de Kamp Hall 

Descanso Gardens 

August Refreshments 

Fred Seeley,  Joe Galgoul, 

Corol McOwen , Keith Martin 

Niche: 

Unknown 

President’s Message 

By Michael Jonas 

AugustDemonstrator 

Frank Goya  

 Thank goodness the weather cooled down to reasonably hot 
and by the look of the growth on some of my trees, the bonsai 
are a lot happier.  I have been doing some work on my tropi-
cals:  ficus, Bougainvillea and olives for example and they are 
responding well.  I have also been working on junipers:  remov-
ing wire and reapplying new wire when needed.  That takes 
care of a good portion of the day and then there is watching the 
Olympics at night.  Life is good. 

That’s the wind up and here comes the pitch:  I am asking for 
members to step up and volunteer to show what you have 
been working on by signing up to show a tree in one of the 
niches at our next meeting.   Contact Jim Barrett and let him 
know that you want to get into the game. 

September’s meeting will feature our annual potluck and auc-
tion.  Start looking at what you can donate to the club via the 
auction and remember that what you donate enriches the 
treasury and makes it possible for us to present great demos 
from talented individuals and to put on an outstanding show 
weekend for the public and all of us.  We are also preparing to 
buy and install a Tuff Shed storage shed this winter, because 
Descanso Gardens has crowded us out of our current shed 
location, making access very difficult. 

Finally, Keith Martin has resigned from both of his positions on 
the board, Membership Chair and Recording Secretary.  We 
wish to thank him for his service and wish him well with his re-
cent appointment in position as Chairman of the GSBF Collec-
tion at the Huntington. 

We will be forming an election committee to create a slate of 

officers for next year and I want to encourage everyone to con-

sider running for office and to supporting Cesareo Perez as 

President in the coming year. 



 

 

August Tips 

By Jim Barrett 

 

 

Ahh! Good old summer. Between the heat and the not so good water, most maples (at  
least mine) look pretty tired.  
If the maples are healthy, consider leaf pruning them towards the end of this month.  
Remove every leaf - large, small, healthy or shriveled. Leaving some or pruning in  
stages only makes the tree try to survive on what is left. I don't recommend leaf  
pruning red or lace leaf varieties, but mountain or trident maples may be defoliated.  
This will help create a tighter inner ramification and allow the tree to develop another  
set of fine twigs. Also, with the first cold snap, the leaves should turn color. Though  
such defoliation is done in the spring in Japan, for us here in Southern California, leaf  
pruning then only leads to the new leaves browning out in summer. Always  
remember that defoliation is stressful for the tree, and should only be done if the tree  
is totally healthy.  
If you candle pruned your black pines in June or July, you should have many new  
shoots appearing at the base of the cut-off candles. Selectively remove those shoots  
that are growing vertically off horizontal branches, leaving one or two side shoots and  
one for the new terminal of each branch. What you want to promote is a fine network  
of twigs.  
On vertical branches in the upper areas and the top of the tree, remove the center  
candles, leaving one, two, or three side shoots. On more mature trees and more  
intricate networks of twigs and branches, leave fewer new shoots.  
In October or November, you will want to remove some of the new growth you left  
this summer. More about this next month.  
Think about rotating your trees - especially if they are displayed against a wall or  
fence. Turning them periodically will even out the growth and may prevent dieback.  
Some trees are entering a semi-dormant period now and, for this reason, seem to need  
less water. Don't think that something is wrong unless the tree shows signs of  
distress. Heat buildup in soil above 80 or 90 degrees tends to slow growth. This is  
natural. Do not water if the soil is still wet. It takes practice and knowledge of your  
plants' needs to keep them healthy and happy. Fortunately most plants survive most  
mistakes.  
If you fertilize this month, do so sparingly. I recommend a very diluted liquid  
fertilizer low in nitrogen if you must fertilize.  
Spraying fungicide to control powdery mildew or needle cast may also kill beneficial  
fungi present in soils. It's not a bad idea to cover soil surfaces with plastic or a  
portable shield to keep drips and spray off of the soil. 



 

 

JULY MEETING SUMMARY 

Thanks to Ted Matson for his constructive critique of the trees brought in by our members Some suggestions 
were made for members’ trees regarding branch placement,  wiring, and different pot selection.Ted also talked 
about repotting decisions, removing dead wood stubs, and defoliation.. 

 

UPCOMING SHOWS   

Nampukai – Downtown Los Angeles August 20 and 21. 

Santa Rosa – August 20 and 21. 

MEMBERSHIP  Annual Dues are  $25 for single, and  $30 doe couples. An officer can  assist you 



 

 

 

President Michael Jonas   (818) 776-0813  mjonas48@hotmail.com 

Past Pres.  Jim Barrett        (626) 445-4529 

1
st
 VP   Cesareo Perez   (626) 797-8227  cesareop@earthlink.net 

Raffle   Josh Miller                (818) 681-5308        joshemiller@mac.com 
 
Treasurer  Elizabeth Likes  (818) 352-3064  lizlikes@aol.com 
Advertising Vacant       

Officer   Kathy Benson   (626)798-0485  1benson99@charter.net 
Officer   Marge Blasingame (626)579-04  20  blasmrjr@aol.com 
Officer   James Pai    626) 614-8079   paijames@ymail.com 
Officer   Ellen  Keneshea        (818) 363-5752      Ekaneshea@socalrr.com 
Newsletter  Jim Pelling    (323) 255-9870  jimpell8@gmail.com 
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