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Cesareo Perez California Juniper 

Next Meeting 

Tuesday, September 20, 2016 

6:00 P.M. (see Pres. Letter) 

Van de Kamp Hall 

Descanso Gardens 

September Refreshments 

Pot Luck 

Niche: 

None 

 

President’s Message 

By Michael Jonas 

September Auction  

 

  

It’s that wonderful time of the year.  Kids go back to school?  Labor Day 
tires and bedding sales days?  Finally, a break in the heat? 

Noooooooo.  It our annual Pot Luck and Auction meeting and it is finally 
here.  All you got to remember is to bring a food dish:  salad, appetizer, 
side dish or dessert that can feed at least 8 hungry people and the club 
will provide the chicken, soda, wine, etc.  We start getting things set up 
around 5:30, with appetizers and wine starting at 6:00 and will probably 
eat around 7:00, with the auction getting started around 8:00.  Please lend 
a hand with the setup if you can. 

The second thing you need to remember is to bring at least one item for 
the auction, more than one is always appreciated, as this is one of the 
most enjoyable and important meetings of the year.  It provides the club 
(you) with funds to hire the demonstrators, pay for the newsletters that 
need to be mailed to some of our members, fund the raffle table, pay the 
rent on the rooms for us at Descanso Gardens ($2,700.00/yr.), fund our 
annual show expenses and pay for our soon to be acquired new storage 
shed.  The club accepts cash and checks for payment, no IOU’s or credit 
cards. 

This is the fun way to help our club to meet the financial needs of your 
club.  Let’s see what we can collectively earn for our own benefit. 

Just before our meeting, September 17 – 18 from 9:00 to 5:00 the Viet 
Bonsai Today Society is putting on their first bonsai show at the Bao 
Quang Temple, 713 N. Newhope St., Santa Ana 92703.  Contact Tom 
Vuong (714) 878-8004 or Dinh Nguyen (949) 302-3048 for additional infor-
mation.  Let’s support them and I know you’ll enjoy seeing their remarka-
ble bonsai on display.  The show is free of cost. 



 

 

August Tips 

By Jim Barrett 

 

Although fall is approaching, hot, dry days are still a good  

possibility .  

Watering properly should be top priority. If a plant begins to show  

stress because of lack of water, you may want to place the tree in  

full shade for 2 or 3 weeks. Return it to partial sun when new  

growth looks strong and healthy.  

 

September and October are clean-up and pruning months. Fall  

pruning of quince or crabapples can wait until leaves fall or you  

can prune for shape now, removing all long summer growth.  

Black pines should also be pruned, leaving 1,2 or 3 of the new  

candles that have grown from the terminals left when they were  

pruned in June or July. What candles you choose to keep will be  

determined by your design goal for each tree. If you have an  

instructor, have him or her explain the procedure. Remove old  

needles, especially those hanging down.  

 

Junipers may be trimmed to maintain their shape. Within reason,  

they may be trimmed rather drastically this month so that the new  

growth fills in to take the old growth's place---a good practice  

once or twice a year to keep the bonsai shape we strive for.  

Pruning hard will also give you an opportunity to wire the  

secondary and tertiary branches, a tedious but important task.  

However, try not to prune shimpaku too hard. They do not respond  

well to drastic foliage removal.  

 

The next two months are important ones. What you do to your  

trees now will reflect favorably or unfavorably on your design next 

spring  

 

Watch for heavy top growth on elms, zelkova and trident maples.  

Remove thick vertical and horizontal branches now so they have  

time to start healing before the trees go into dormancy.  

Remember to watch for signs of disease and pests.  

 

Start choosing your spring exhibition trees, making sure to pick  

one or two more than you will show.  



 

Our August Demo was by Frank Goya, who prepared a Saikei, which he described as creating a scene, instead 

of a single tree. Use small trees, such as procumbens nana or kingswood boxwood. Rocks used should be 

same shape and type. 

He placed the rocks first, then the trees, with some roots going under the rocks, creating two islands of rocks 

and trees, with a sandy loam river between (see picture). Advised to avoid direct sun; use morning 

sun, shade cloth, or place in container filled with wet sand. Lucky winner was Cesareo Perez, and Jerry Banue-

los won the second Saikei. 

UPCOMING SHOWS: 

Viet Bonsai Today Sept 17-18 (see Pres. Letter) 

San Diego Bonsai Society Fall Show September 24 – 25. 

Conejo Valley Bonsai Society Annual Exhibition (Thousand Oaks) October 1 – 2. 
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