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Rick Nabers Niche  June Neeting 

Next Meeting 

Tuesday, July 17, 2018 

7:00 tree advice; 7:30 meeting starts 

Van de Kamp Hall 

Descanso Gardens 

July Refreshments: 

 Joe Galgoul, Michael Jonas 

Rick Naber 

July Niche: Peter Macasieb,   

Jim Barrett 

Presidents Letter 

By Cesareo Perez 

July Demonstrator 

Marcus Juniel 
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Wow! What a show! Our annual exhibition at Descanso Gardens was 
beautiful! Everyone did a great job prepping their trees. The individual 
displays were well thought out, and stands and accents were well 
chosen. Congratulations to the winners of the various awards; they 
are listed elsewhere in this newsletter. And thank you to everyone 
who helped set up, host and take down the show. You made it hap-
pen, and we had lots of great comments from the public. Thanks also 
to our sensei, Jim Barrett, who was our judge, and to the proctors 
Mary Morissey and Ellend Keneshea. Of special note, people liked 
the variety of trees we displayed. There were some spectacular juni-
pers, but lots of other species were represented, and it made for a 
spectacular show! 

Now Summer is here, and it’s too darn hot! May Gray and June 
Gloom are over, and the temperature is climbing. I put up the shade 
cloth and take extra care to water sufficiently, so my trees have opti-
mum growing conditions to go with the longer days this season 
brings. Vacations are coming, so we must make sure to find that utter-
ly reliable person to water our trees while we are away, or at least 
check on them if we have an automatic system. How much nicer to 
travel and know that our trees are safe.  

Speaking of vacations, I will be away at meeting time this month. My 
family and I will be in Maui, for a long-planned family trip. Past Presi-
dent Michael Jonas will lead the meeting. Our own Marcus Juniel will 
be the demonstrator; his work on California Junipers is always a spe-
cial treat, not to be missed! 

The summer sun is shining fiercely, and watering must be done, so I’ll 
be off . .  . 

To the trees! 
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This month we can expect a slowing down of both roots and top growth. 

Deciduous trees, especially Japanese maples, may need protection from direct sun and drying winds. Home Depot sells shade cloth in vary-
ing strength, if you feel ambitious and want to build a shade frame over your more tender trees. 

Make sure your watering program is not neglected. It may be that you will have to water more than once a day. Shohin bonsai will need an 
extra amount of care in terms of water, shade and maintaining a cool humid atmosphere. 

It is becoming more and more common to see shohin collections imbedded in a tray of damp sand. This not only provides humidity and 
moisture but also keeps the pot cool. If your trees are placed against a wall or fence, be sure to rotate them every week or so. This evens 
out the tree’s form by exposing all sides to the elements. Trees left against a fence or wall tend to develop flat areas, stunted branches and 
even dead branches on the wall side. 

Except for emergency potting, wait until early fall for this chore. 

Crab apples and ume should be left to grow wild until late September – the same with wisteria. Try stripping the first 3 to 4 sets (closest to 
the trunk) leaving only a few leaves at branch terminals. Try this on crabapple and ume. Do this also on the compound leaves on wisteria, 
but just strip the first few sets of leaflets on each leaf. This procedure should cause the tree to set more buds for next year’s flowers. 

Fertilizers high in phosphorous and potash, low in nitrogen, should be used this summer. Do not over-fertilize. In fact, if you are using liquid 
or chemical fertilizers, cut the recommended dose in half. Over-fertilizing during this semi-dormant period could cause root rot and other 
undesirable conditions. 

If you are planning to add new plants to your collection or are just starting out, now is a good time to look for potentially good bonsai stock 
- especially deciduous material. You will find many bargains at the September potluck and auction.  

July Tips  by Jim Barrett 

 

 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Descanso Show Winners June 2018   

Class #3 Evergreen Under 24" Tree Awards 

Joe Galgoul Boxwood Group 3rd 

Mitchell Matsey  Juniper 1st 

Mel Carillo Juniper 2nd 

Ryan Wells Elm 2nd 

Class #1 Evergreen Over 24"   

Mitchell Matsey  Foemina 1st ;  Best of Novice 

Class #5 Shohin Evergreen Under 10"   

Mel Carillo Juniper 1st 

Class #2 Deciduous over 24"   

Mitchell Matsey  Ficus 1st 

Class #4 Deciduous Under 24"   

Mitchell Matsey  Elm 1st 

   

Advanced Awards   

Rick Naber Elm Forest Best of Advanced 

David Nguy Cork Oak Second Place 

Nelson Sanabna Bouganvillea Third Place 

Nelson Sanabna Bouganvillea Most Artistic Display 

   



 

 

 

 Our June demonstration was by Tom and Hiromi Elias. Tom has founded and is head of several Viewing Stones  organiza-

tions; while Hiromi has written many articles on Viewing Stones 

Slides were presented with stone evaluation criteria; most important are summarized above. Then stones were passed out to 

each pair of attendees, and Tom asked their opinion, and then elaborated on their answers. Next the bases to the same stones 

were passed out and the questioning dialog repeated. A great handson learning experience for everyone! 

Niche was Rick Naber’s Catlin Elm forest in Tufa rock in an oval pot; this was also Best of Advanced winner in our June show 

 

 



Descanso Bonsai Officers 

 

President      Cesareo Perez      (626) 375-9424      cesareop2001@gmail.com 

Past Pres Michael Jonas   (818) 776-0813  mjonas48@hotmail.com 

 1st VP   Vacant 
Raffle   Josh Miller                (818) 681-5308        joshemiller@mac.com 
Programs        Vacant       
Treasurer  Elizabeth Likes  (818) 352-3064  lizlikes@aol.com 
Membership/webmasters  Ryan Wells Rwells627@gmail.com  

      and Jonathan Jee Jonathan.jee@gmail.com. 

Officer          Jim Barrett      (626) 445-4529.. 

Officer   Kathy Benson   (626)798-0485   1benson99@charter.net 
Officer   Marge Blasingame (626)579-04  20  blasmrjr@aol.com 
Officer   James Pai    626) 614-8079   paijames@ymail.com 
Officer   Ellen  Keneshea        (818) 363-5752      Ekaneshea@socalrr.com 
Newsletter  Jim Pelling    (323) 255-9870  jimpell8@gmail.com 

Refreshments     Debbie Rinehart       (661) 941- 7572 
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