
The Nisei Week l;

Happy	New	Year	everyone.	We’re	off	to	a	great	
start	with	rain	occurring	for	the	last	three	
weekends	and	a	big	storm	due	to	hit	us	this	
week.	Hopefully	it	will	help	to	mi?gate	the	

drought	that	has	been	affec?ng	California	for	the	last	six	years.	
For	many	of	us	it’s	a	nice	break	from	our	watering	du?es	and	the	
trees	seem	to	enjoy	the	benefits	of	the	rain,	looking	vibrant	aFer	
the	showers.	I	just	hope	that	our	Annual	Banquet	Luncheon	on	
Sunday	the	29th	will	be	one	of	the	days	when	it	isn’t	raining.	

Speaking	about	the	Banquet,	Elizabeth	needs	to	hear	from	
you	that	you	will	be	aQending	and	how	many	guests	will	be	with	
you	by	January	23rd	and	let	her	know	what	your	choice	of	entrée	
will	be.	We	have	guaranteed	the	restaurant	that	we	will	have	at	
least	35	aQendees	and	I	hope	that	most	of	our	members	will	
come	out	and	enjoy	the	aFernoon	with	us	while	we	install	our	
new	club	officers	and	acknowledge	some	of	our	hard-working	
members.	Please	bring	something	for	what	is	always	a	great	raffle	
and	it	is	a	wonderful	day	to	pay	your	dues.	Last	year	the	food	was	
excellent	and	this	year	the	menu	remains	the	same.	

We	might	see	the	restaurant	finishing	up	reseZng	the	room	
when	we	get	there	as	there	is	a	previous	group	mee?ng	before	
us.	Hopefully	it	won’t	inconvenience	anybody.	

Jim	Pelling	is	s?ll	recovering	and	a	big	thank	you	for	Ellen	
Keneshea	for	helping	us	out	with	this	month’s	newsleQer.	We	
eagerly	look	forward	to	Jim’s	return	to	health	and	seeing	him	
again	at	our	regular	mee?ngs.	

We	are	looking	at	installing	a	more	convenient	storage	shed	
on	the	side	of	Van	de	Kamp	Hall	and	hope	to	move	forward	with	
that	before	our	first	regular	mee?ng	in	February.	

March	brings	a	return	of	Mauro	Stemberger	to	the	club	for	
the	second	part	of	his	demo	on	the	crea?on	of	a	bonsai	from	
graFed	shimpaku	material.	

The	Baikoen	Winter	SilhoueQes	show	is	January	21	to	22	with	
a	recep?on	on	Saturday	night	beginning	at	6:30.	This	is	a	must	
see	show	and	kicks	off	another	year	of	bonsai	fun.	The	show	at	
the	Arboretum	also	is	a	great	place	to	pick	up	new	plant	materials	
and	for	stocking	up	on	tools,	wiring	and	repoZng	supplies	from	
our	great	vendors.	

Hey	the	sun	just	came	out	and	I’m	going	out	to	work	on	
comple?ng	my	greenhouse	and	give	some	aQen?on	to	my	bonsai	
before	the	next	storm.	

See	you	at	the	Luncheon,	

Your	future	Past	President	

Descanso Bonsai Society 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
by Michael Jonas

Our first club Meeting of the Year is 
Tuesday, February 17, 2017

7:30 p.m.
Van de Camp Hall, Descanso Gardens 

1418 Descanso Drive, La Canada Flintridge

Sunday, January  29th,  2017
DBS Banquet

No Tuesday night meeting in January

Bruce and Yaeko Hisayasu, Korean Hornbeam, 
2008 Winter Silhouette Show



	

Most hardy evergreen bonsai such as Japanese black pine and junipers may  be 
repotted at this time. Wait until next month to pot for the first time. (Nursery  can to 
bonsai pot.)

Now is the time to clean and groom most bonsai. Black pine needles that are 
discolored because of age or disease may be removed. Leave more needles on weak 
and low branch terminals, fewer on middle branches, and fewer yet on upper growth. 
How many you leave depends on the age and health of the tree. All terminal buds 
should be fat, healthy and beginning to grow this month.

Slow release fertilizers such as one of the Osmocote formulas, bone meal, blood meal, cottonseed meal or a n y 
of the rapeseed pellets may be applied now. It takes awhile for the organic fertilizers to break down and become 
available to the plant. Wait another month or so before you use liquid chemical fertilizers.

Blooming bonsai, such as ume, apple, plum and wisteria can be moved to show pots at this time, providing they 
are already in bonsai pots.

Prune all deciduous trees, removing heavy  overgrown branches and twigs – especially  in the upper areas of the 
tree. Upper story  branches tend to grow unnoticed during the year and now is a good time to trim or remove them. If 
you are into making cuttings, these older branches that are removed may take root. I use a rooting medium of 80% 
perlite (sponge rock) and 20% peat moss. Drench the rooting medium with a good fungicide such as benomyl.

Deciduous tree branches are fairly  flexible now and can be wired. If you are using copper wire, make sure it has 
been annealed. Think about paper wrapping heavier wires before applying them to Japanese maple and other tender 
bark trees.

When you are finished cleaning and pruning your trees, spray  them with a good dormant oil spray such as 
Ortho’s volck oil. You may want to combine it with Ortho’s lime sulphur dormant spray.  One is for bugs; the other is 
basically  a fungicide. Follow directions on the labels and cover your soil and pot with plastic or a towel. Lime sulphur 
will stain the pot if not washed off.

Don’t forget to choose your show trees for this year’s show.
Detail wiring is a tedious and boring chore, but is a must if you want your trees ready  to exhibit in June. You’ll be 

glad you did it.
We are coming into prime potting and re-potting time. From now until April, try  to get all of your trees that need it 

repotted. If you need pots ask around, supply seems good for both used and new ones.
If you haven’t done so, get your soil mix prepared and stored. I use a trash can with a tight lid.

January Tips    

January 21-22, 2017  Los Angeles, CA
Baikoen Bonsai Kenkyukai: Winter Silhouette Show, Location: Los Angeles 
Arboretum, 10:30am to 4:30pm Baikoen Bonsai Kenkyukai will be conducting its 
annual Winter Silhouette show were trees will be displayed in their leafless form 
during Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday Weekend at the Los Angeles Arboretum. 
There will be a benefit dinner and auction on Saturday January 21, 2017. It is one of 
the oldest show running in the Southern California region and has been a tradition 
for 50 plus years. For more information, contact Lindsay Shiba at (626) 806-0937

Marge Blasingame, Liquidambar Orientalis, 
2010 Winter Silhouettes Show i

by Jim Barrett

February 18 - 19, 2017 Oakland, California
GSBF Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt: The annual Mammoth Auction and Sale 
Fund Raiser will be held at 666 Bellevue Ave. (Garden Center Building). Saturday: 
Auction preview at noon with Auction starting at 1 PM. Sunday: Vendor Sales start 
at 9 AM, Plant Sales start at 10 AM, and demonstrations at 1 PM.  You are 
encouraged to submit your bonsai for consideration to be included in the 
Mammoth Auction as soon as possible. Items will be considered on a first-come-
first-considered basis. The Bonsai Garden will be open 10 AM to 4 PM on 
Saturday and Noon to 4 PM on Sunday, so you can check out the many changes 
that have been made this year. For more information or to sell trees, email 
bonsailakemerritt@gmail.com and visit www.gsbf-lakemerritt.org.
Feb. 25 – 26, 2017 San Marino, California
Bonsai-A-Thon XXI at the Huntington Library and Botanical Gardens, 1151 
Oxford Road. This is the annual fundraiser for the GSBF Collection at The 
Huntington. Event admission is free with Bonsai-A-Thon “early bird” registration 
between 8 AM -9 AM. Event hours are 8 AM - 4:30 PM both days. Pancake 
breakfast, demonstrations, lunch, bonsai exhibits, large sales area, raffle and 
auction. For more information visit www.gsbfhuntington.com

mailto:bonsailakemerritt@gmail.com
mailto:bonsailakemerritt@gmail.com
http://www.gsbf-lakemerritt.org./
http://www.gsbf-lakemerritt.org./
http://www.gsbfhuntington.com/
http://www.gsbfhuntington.com/


Make Your Reservations For

Descanso Bonsai Society’s
2017 BANQUET

SUNDAY, JANUARY 29, 2017
1:00 p.m.          Raffle begins at 3 p.m.

The Angeles National Golf Club 
9401 Foothill Blvd. 

Sunland, CA 91040
www.angelesnational.com    818.951.8771

The golf club and restaurant are located two minutes off the Interstate 210 between the 
Sunland Boulevard and Wheatland Avenue exits.

Click here for directions from MapQuest
From Downtown Los Angeles

110 Freeway  North to the I-5 Sacramento to the 2 Freeway 

North to the 210 Freeway  West, exit at Sunland Blvd. Go 

straight through the traffic light  onto Fenwick. Turn left on 

Foothill Blvd. 

From West Los Angeles

10 Freeway  East to the 405 Freeway  North to the 118 

Freeway  East to the 210 Freeway  East, exit at Wheatland 

Ave. Turn left and proceed to Foothill Blvd. Turn right. 

From the San Gabriel Valley 

210 Freeway  West, exit at Sunland Blvd.  Go straight 

through the traffic light onto Fenwick. Turn left on Foothill 

Blvd. 

$30.00 per person 
Please choose  Tri Tip, Salmon, or Vegetarian meal.
Call or email Elizabeth Likes with your food preference by 
MONDAY JAN. 23, 2017 and pay at the door. Or, mail checks and 
food choice to:

Elizabeth Likes
9916 Rancho Caballo Dr., Sunland CA 91040
Phone 818.352.3064
Email: LizLikes@aol.com



DBS NEWSLETTER
℅ Jim Pelling
944 Pine Grove Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90042-1354

DESCANSO BONSAI SOCIETY OFFICERS

President Cesareo Perez	 	 (626) 797-8227
Past Pres. Michael Jonas	 	 (818) 776-0813    Mjonas48@hotmail.com
1st VP	 	
Secretary Keith Martin	  	 (310) 927-0199	 keithemartini@gmail.com
Treasurer	 Elizabeth Likes	 	 (818) 352-3064	 Lizlikes@aol.com
Newsletter Jim Pelling	 	 (323) 255-9870    jimpell8@gmail.com
Raffle   Josh Miller  (818) 681-5308	 joshemiller@mac.com
Officer	 	 Kathy Benson	 	 (626)798-0485	 1benson99@charter.net
Officer	 	 Marge Blasingame	 (626)579-0420	 Blasmrjr@aol.com 
Officer  James Pai	 	 (626) 614-8079	 paijames@ymail.com
Officer	 	 Jim Barrett	 	 (626) 445-4529
Officer  Ellen Keneshea	 	 (818) 363-5752	 ekeneshea@socal.rr.com

DBS WEBSITE                www.descanso-bonsai.com

TIME TO RENEW 
YOUR DBS 

MEMBERSHIP FOR 
THE NEW YEAR!!

Descanso Bonsai Society
$25 - Single     $30 - Couples

Payable to:  
Descanso Bonsai Society
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