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Hank Faucett niche  at March Meeting 

Next Meeting 

Tuesday, April 18, 2017 

7:30 P.M 

Van de Kamp Hall 

Descanso Gardens 

April  Refreshments 

Sonya Kobler, Peter Macasieb 

Steve Riley, Walter & Yoko Zipush 

Niche: Jim Barrett  and Jim Pelling 

  

President’s Message 

By Cesareo Perez 

April Demonstrator 

Kathy  Shaner Critique 
  

I   

Spring is now in full swing, and the amazing rains of this past Winter are 
pretty much over. Many of my trees are showing amazing growth and the 
blooming species are showing their appreciation for the cool, wet weather; 
even the quince that had not bloomed in fifteen years sent out a few snow-
white flowers at last. The rub, of course, is that now we need to take more 
care to water again, since we cannot know when the next rain will come. 
That task, however, makes us take the time to pay attention to the needs of 
our trees. Have we fertilized or repotted them as we should? Which ones 
are we planning to show this year? Are those in the most appropriate pot 
we own, or can we purchase or trade for that “perfect pot?” Descanso Bon-
sai Society’s annual show is coming up on June 10-11, so we need to real-
ly make some decisions now. 
 
As luck would have it, there is some expert help arriving at our doorstep 
this month, in the form of our critique program with California’s own Kathy 
Shaner, who has made time in her incredibly busy schedule to do our pro-
gram this month. We had a number of sign-ups for critiques, but there is 
room for more of us to bring a tree for critique, so bring your tree at whatev-
er level you are at for Kathy to give you her incisive comments. Please 
make sure it is in a bonsai pot and somewhat down the path of training; no 
raw material. If you prefer, you can bring a display setup, including stand 
and accent piece with its own stand, for a critique on your display. Sensei 
Kathy will help us all see with clearer vision what our trees can be. 
 
On another front, our new shed is complete, the shelves inside are built, 
and it has working lights both inside and out! No more wandering in the 
dark and maneuvering around “stuff” to get to our storage. The materials 
for our monthly meetings and our annual show will be easier to access; you 
can actually see what is there. I want to give a huge thank you to Joe 
Galgoul for showing up to help move the stuff from our old shed, staying all 
day to assist the carpenter, and then moving stuff back. It was a huge task, 
and we all owe Joe a debt of gratitude for stepping up to make Descanso 
Bonsai Society function better for all of us. Let’s all follow his example and 
give our time to our club. Come to a board meeting; volunteer to assist on a 
regular basis with one of the meeting setups; sign up to bring refreshments 
and to do a display niche, and especially, sign up to help with our show this 
June.Our joint efforts will make Descanso the best bonsai experience 
around! And so I’m off. . . 
 
To the trees! 
 
Cesareo 



 
 

 

  

 

Since our meetings are sometimes well past the middle of the month, we will attempt to include information that is important for the next 
month as well. 

This time of year can be a very busy one for those of us with deciduous trees. 

Deciduous trees need constant attention to keep upper growth in balance with the middle growth and the lower areas.  Cut long shoots in 
the tops of maples, elms and especially zelkova, to one or two nodes or leaves. Rub off unwanted sprouts before they develop into shoots. 

Prune for shape and remove large leaves that block sunlight to the interior of the tree. From now on our task should be to encourage rami-
fication, shape and health. 

Fertilize your trees with slow acting fertilizers or time-release plant food. It is better to feed a little more often than a lot once in awhile. 

Resist candle pruning your black pine bonsai until June or later. Black pine, in growing containers that need more development can be can-
dle pruned in May. 

Repotting—bonsai pot to Bonsai pot—can still be done safely, especially pomegranate, most ficus, elms, wisteria, junipers and azaleas. 
Olives can be potted, or if you wish, they can be worked on now. 

Watch for powdery mildew on maples, quince, crabapples and crepe myrtle. 

Watch for aphids and spider mites. They will be very active this year. If your trees are infested with black ants chances are you have aphids 
or scale. 

Keep after the trees you want to show in June. A little work often will save a lot of work later on and the tree will look super. 

Be on the lookout for quality display stands, slabs, etc. 

April Tips  by Jim Barrett 

April’s demonstrator, Kathy Shaner started her career in bonsai in 1983 and has become internationally 
known and recognized for her excellence in the art of bonsai. After studying under several of California’s 
most respected instructors, she apprenticed for several years in Japan with master Yasuo Mitsuya. She 
became the first non-Japanese citizen to be certified by the professional bonsai grower’s branch of the 
Nippon Bonsai Association.  

Kathy will be critiquing bonsai at our meeting. This is a fabulous chance for you to have a tree or two looked at 

by a master, so bring your bonsai! Find out how to make the good ones better, and get advice on fixing any 

problems a tree might have.  

http://wiki.bonsaitalk.com/index.php/Yasuo_Mitsuya


 

Pots to be auc-

 

 

 At our March meeting Mauro Stemberger did a second demo on Michael Jonas’ Juniper which he first worked 

on last year. Advised to let the branch extensions grow out    before styling. Use several branches for the apex, not just one. 

Wiring tips: have the branch pointing directly at you; don’t wire at a grafted branch junction,  prefers aluminum wire for decid-

uous trees, but copper wire is OK for Junipers. When potting the roots must breathe; Acadama is best. See the gorgeous 

finished tree iSn picture above! 

A donated ficus grove, and a special white pot were both won by Liz Likes in the drawing. 

Upcoming Shows 

April 22-23 Clark Bonsai Coll. Of Fresno. Woodward Park; huge auction and Vendor area; plus shohin workshops. Details 

contact Bob Hilvers Bonsaigui@Comcast.net. 

May 27-29 Santa Anita Bonsai show. LA Arboretum. Pots and some trees for sale. 

June 10-11 Descanso Bonsai show. Auction Saturday evening.  Large sales area! Lets all members enter a tree! Setup Fri-
day afternoon. 

Come join us: Single membership $25, couple $30.. See an officer at next meeting  

mailto:Bonsaigui@Comcast.net


Descanso Bonsai Officers 

 

President      Cesareo Perez      (626) 375-9424      cesareop2001@gmail.com 

Past Pres Michael Jonas   (818) 776-0813  mjonas48@hotmail.com 

 1st VP   Vacant 
Raffle   Josh Miller                (818) 681-5308        joshemiller@mac.com 
 
Treasurer  Elizabeth Likes  (818) 352-3064  lizlikes@aol.com 
Membership/webmasters  Ryan Wells Rwells627@gmail.com  

      and Jonathan Jee Jonathan.jee@gmail.com. 

Officer          Jim Barrett      (626) 445-4529.. 

Officer   Kathy Benson   (626)798-0485   1benson99@charter.net 
Officer   Marge Blasingame (626)579-04  20  blasmrjr@aol.com 
Officer   James Pai    626) 614-8079   paijames@ymail.com 
Officer   Ellen  Keneshea        (818) 363-5752      Ekaneshea@socalrr.com 
Newsletter  Jim Pelling    (323) 255-9870  jimpell8@gmail.com 

Refreshments     Debbie Rinehart       (661) 941- 7572 
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