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Happy New Year! It seems amazing that 2017 sped by so fast, and 
2018 has arrived! I hope all of you had wonderful holidays and that 
this will be a year of health and happiness for you and those you hold 
dear. And that this will be a year filled with great pleasure and much 
learning in the art of bonsai. Ellen Keneshea, our program chair, has 
done a great job scheduling demonstrators that have brought us fresh 
perspectives on bonsai, and I know she has more planned for the 
next several month. Lots to look forward to! Our regular meetings 
resume next month at Descanso Gardens, so you will want to come 
and learn something new for the new year. 

The immediate event to anticipate is our annual Banquet Luncheon, 
at the Angeles National Golf Club in Sunland. It is a fun event, with 
great food, a splendid exhibit, a super raffle and great company. If 
you haven’t made your reservation, contact Elizabeth Likes as soon 
as possible. I look forward to seeing you there! 

The other big event coming up is the GSBF Bonsai-a-thon at the Hun-
tington, at the end of February. The exhibits, the demos (I’ll be doing 
one of them!), the talks, the auction of the demo trees and the raffles, 
the raffles the raffles! Plus there’s the Huntington itself and, especial-
ly, the Golden State Bonsai Federation Collection South. Join us all 
there for an exciting weekend; remember, it’s all free!. 

Ahead of and around all this activity, I am repotting an trimming trees 
during the cool weather, since this is our best time to repot many of 
our trees. Hopefully your efforts will go smoothly and be realized in 
healthy, beautiful trees. Let’s share our triumphs and trials at the vari-
ous events in our bonsai community. Sharing helps me keep learning 
as I seek to improve my bonsai art. As I work on my trees, I think of 
knowledge shared and the good people I have met through bonsai. 
Here’s to another year of growth and friendship, and lots of time to 
return . . . 

To the trees! 

Cesáreo 



 
 

 

Most hardy evergreen bonsai such as Japanese black pine and junipers may be repotted at this time. 
Wait until next month to pot for the first time. (Nursery can to bonsai pot.) 

Now is the time to clean and groom most bonsai. Black pine needles that are discolored because of 
age or disease may be removed. Leave more needles on weak and low branch terminals, fewer on mid-
dle branches, and fewer yet on upper growth. How many you leave depends on the age and health of the 
tree. All terminal buds should be fat, healthy and beginning to grow this month. 

Slow release fertilizers such as one of the Osmocote formulas, bone meal, blood meal, cottonseed 
meal or any of the rapeseed pellets may be applied now. It takes awhile for the organic fertilizers to break 
down and become available to the plant. Wait another month or so before you use liquid chemical fertiliz-
ers. 

Blooming bonsai, such as ume, apple, plum and wisteria can be moved to show pots at this time, 
providing they are already in bonsai pots. 

Prune all deciduous trees, removing heavy overgrown branches and twigs – especially in the upper 
areas of the tree. Upper story branches tend to grow unnoticed during the year and now is a good time to 
trim or remove them. If you are into making cuttings, these older branches that are removed may take 
root. I use a rooting medium of 80% perlite (sponge rock) and 20% peat moss. Drench the rooting medi-
um with a good fungicide such as benomyl. 

Deciduous tree branches are fairly flexible now and can be wired. If you are using copper wire, make 
sure it has been annealed. Think about paper wrapping heavier wires before applying them to Japanese 
maple and other tender bark trees. 

When you are finished cleaning and pruning your trees, spray them with a good dormant oil spray 
such as Ortho’s volck oil. You may want to combine it with Ortho’s lime sulphur dormant spray.  One is for 
bugs; the other is basically a fungicide. Follow directions on the labels and cover your soil and pot with 
plastic or a towel. Lime sulphur will stain the pot if not washed off. 

 

 

Don’t forget to choose your show trees for this year’s show. 

Detail wiring is a tedious and boring chore, but is a must if you want your trees ready to exhibit in 
June. You’ll be glad you did it. 

We are coming into prime potting and re-potting time. From now until April, try to get all of your trees 
that need it repotted. If you need pots ask around, supply seems good for both used and new ones. 

If you haven’t done so, get your soil mix prepared and stored. I use a trash can with a tight lid. 

January  Tips  by Jim Barrett 



 

 

 

GSBF Riverside Convention Summary 

Many great workshops,  by members Ted Matson and Peter 

Macaseib. Also “bng your own tree” by David Nguy, who also led a Califor-

nia Juniper workshop. 

Many vendors showed a great variety of bonsai and pre bonsai material at 

reasonable prices. 

Member Nathan Simmons had over six tables with a great variety of fine 

pots for sale. You can contact Nathan by appointment to view his pots at 

www,customclassic@sbcglobal.net.   

The meals had good food, and great raffles with many good items. 

Headliner demo trees included thos above by Kunio Kobayashi (right) and David Nguy (left))  Each of these great examples 

of the bonsai art sold for over $2000 in the auctions! 

Upcoming Events: 

Baikoen “Winter Silhouettes” Jan 13-14, 2018. L.A. County Arboretum. Sales area, 10:00-4:330 each day. Demo each day at 

1:00 pm, Big Reception with great food at 6:30 pm Jan 13. 

February 2-4 California Shoin Society Seminar, Santa w, CA. See website for info, www.calshohin,org. 
 
February 24-25  Bonsai-A-Thon at the Huntington. 8 am to 5 pm. Get paper badge for free admission. Or tell Guard you are 

going to Floral center for the event. Breakfast and lunch, Round Robin demos of at least 5 people each day in main exhibit 
area downstairs. Great drawing, tickets good both days. Large Auction includes demo trees, and those from the Huntington 

collection. Highlight of the year! 

http://www.calshohin,org
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