
DESCANSO BONSAI SOCIETY 

NEWSLETTER 

JULY 2017 

  
  

 

Walter Zipusch Niche May meeting  

Next Meeting 

Tuesday, July 18, 2017 

7:30 P.M 

Van de Kamp Hall 

Descanso Gardens 

July Refreshments 

  Kathy Benson, , Jack Honch 

Vahe Zakarian,, Ed Henjyoji 

Niche:  Nathan Simmons 

  

President’s Message 

By Cesareo Perez 

 July Demonstrator 

Ken Fuentes 

  I    

 

Great show! Our annual show last month featured such beautiful 
trees! What a great pleasure to be part of a club that can present an 
exhibit like that. And congratulations to the prizewinners, especially 
Rick Nabers for Best in Show. A full list of the awards will be included 
next newsletter. 

Ah, the doldrums of summer! Or should I say Ay! The doldrums of 
summer! It is hot, hot, hot. The challenge of keeping ourselves, our 
pets and our trees cool and hydrated is a big one. For my trees, the 
most helpful difference is shade cloth. I use a frame from one of those 
modular carports to support the 50% shade cloth. It makes an incredi-
ble difference; the temperature is about 15 degrees cooler in the 
shade. A related project, though, is to drill holes and bolt it together, 
and then weight the whole thing down using patio umbrella weights 
bout at yard sales. Why go to this trouble? To combat on of our other 
challenges: Santa Ana winds. The shade cloth provides enough lift 
that the winds pulled down the structure onto my trees a few years 
ago, causing some serious damage. I guess this goes to show that 
we need to consider all factors in solving any problem. Sounds like a 
life lesson? 

A happier lesson can be had at our meeting this month, when Ken 
Fuentes will bring his expertise on Ficus species to our meeting. In 
addition to discussing general principles of Ficus cultivation, he has 
invited members to bring in trees that we have questions about so he 
can give you specific answers. Let’s have a great turnout and learn 
about a group of species that are really useful for bonsai in our cli-
mate.  

A reminder: we will be starting at our new/old start time of 7:00 P.M. 
We have been approved for this earlier start time because the con-
flicting activities have moved days or locations. This means that once 
again members can bring in trees that they have questions on for 
help from more experienced members, or someone who has seen a 
similar problem with his or her trees. It will also provide additional 
time to catch up with our friends in the club. I really look forward to it! 
In the meantime, the heat demands that I water again, so I’m off… 

To the trees! 

Cesáreo 



 
 

 

This month we can expect a slowing down of both roots and top growth. 

Deciduous trees, especially Japanese maples, may need protection from direct sun and drying winds. Home Depot sells shade cloth in vary-
ing strength, if you feel ambitious and want to build a shade frame over your more tender trees. 

Make sure your watering program is not neglected. It may be that you will have to water more than once a day. Shohin bonsai will need an 
extra amount of care in terms of water, shade and maintaining a cool humid atmosphere. 

It is becoming more and more common to see shohin collections imbedded in a tray of damp sand. This not only provides humidity and 
moisture but also keeps the pot cool. If your trees are placed against a wall or fence, be sure to rotate them every week or so. This evens 
out the tree’s form by exposing all sides to the elements. Trees left against a fence or wall tend to develop flat areas, stunted branches and 
even dead branches on the wall side. 

Except for emergency potting, wait until early fall for this chore. 

Crab apples and ume should be left to grow wild until late September – the same with wisteria. Try stripping the first 3 to 4 sets (closest to 
the trunk) leaving only a few leaves at branch terminals. Try this on crabapple and ume. Do this also on the compound leaves on wisteria, 
but just strip the first few sets of leaflets on each leaf. This procedure should cause the tree to set more buds for next year’s flowers. 

Fertilizers high in phosphorous and potash, low in nitrogen, should be used this summer. Do not over-fertilize. In fact, if you are using liquid 
or chemical fertilizers, cut the recommended dose in half. Over-fertilizing during this semi-dormant period could cause root rot and other 
undesirable conditions. 

If you are planning to add new plants to your collection or are just starting out, now is a good time to look for potentially good bonsai stock 
- especially deciduous material. You will find many bargains at the August potluck and auction.  

July Tips  by Jim Barrett 



 

Pots to be auc-

 

 The demo for our June meeting was by member Al Rivera. The tree was a prostrata juniper with one prostrata branch and 

another approach grafted with kishi shimpaku. Al set the tree at an angle to indicate final position. He then removed the pros-

trata branch. The grafted branch was then wired in detail. Rafia soaked in water was wrapped around that branch before 

wiring with heavy wire. Branch was then bent as desired. Result was unusual attractive tree,  won in drawing by Jonathan 

Jee. 

Upcoming Events. 

 August 20-21 Nan Pu Kai show JACCD gallery Little Tokyo (www.niseiweek.com) 
August 30-September 3 Kofu Bonsai Kai Bonsai Fest at Bowers Museum 2002 Main St. Santa Ana. 

GSBF Convention Riverside. October 25-29. See GSBF Convention 2017, can register online,   

And if you select a workshop and pay you are in! No waiting. 

 

Niches above, Rick Naber, Boxwod, and Jim Pelling, Shimpaku. 

http://www.niseiweek.com
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