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Jim Barrett 
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It’s June, so it’s Show Time! Our annual show at Descanso Gardens 
takes place Saturday, June 10 and Sunday, June 11 in Van de Kamp 
Hall. We and the public look forward to seeing our best efforts in pre-
senting displays of dwarfed trees with their accent plants. If you have-
n’t already done so, hurry to submit your entry form to Ellen 
Keneshea, so that there is adequate time to prepare the labels that 
will let your friends and family find your display.  

Of course, you will want to groom your trees to their show-ready per-
fection. Also consider which stand is best for each tree and what ac-
cent best speaks to the season, the location and the story of your 
tree. If you were at the May meeting, Kathy Benson gave us all great 
tips on how to do just that, and we had even more great ideas from 
Kathy Shaner in April. And don’t be shy about entering! This is a fan-
tastic way to learn about your trees by seeing them in a display along-
side others, to get the Judge’s comments, if you are still in the Novice 
category, and to ask questions of other members at the show. 

Our show setup is Friday June 9, starting at about 10 AM, and many 
hands are needed to make the work easier and faster. It is also fun to 
share the experience with other members, and lunch will be provided 
to the crew. We still need folks to host during the show and to help 
out in the sales area. Then Saturday evening, we will have our recep-
tion, auction and raffle. There will be some terrific items available, and 
you will want to participate both by donation items and buying raffle 
tickets and bidding in the auction. It will be lots of fun. See you there! 

Meanwhile, I need to go do some grooming and check the moss situ-
ation, so it’s 

To the trees! 

Cesáreo 

 

 



 
 

 

 Don‘t forget to continue your fertilizing program, especially for black pine and juniper. 

Candle pruning programs will vary for ordinary black pine. It all depends on the age and health of the tree, and what your goals 
are. 

Candle pruning nursery stock can be started earlier than black pine that has been in a bonsai container for some time. For in-
stance, nursery stock may have their candles pruned this month from about mid-month on. The object is to produce shorter in-
ternodes and an abundance of branches. 

Bonsai black pine, depending again on maturity and health, may have the candle pruning program start as early as late May or 
as late as mid-July. The later you prune, the shorter the internodes. 

Needle plucking is a personal choice and, if done, should not be done on a weak, unhealthy tree. 

If you have questions regarding black pine maintenance, ask your instructor or a member of the club. 

Get your bonsai ready for the show, especially beginners. We always have great judges who make helpful comments, suggest-
ing ways they see to improve each tree. This is a rare opportunity to get expert advice for your tree. 

All trees should be groomed, trimmed and wayward branches wired and moved into position. 

Pots should be clean and, if possible, free of hard water scale. “Old English” lemon oil works very well on pots and will help 
some scale to be less noticeable. 

Clean trunks and roots, removing dirt and moss from trunks, main roots (nebari) and any low branches. 

If your tree has dead wood and branches that have been treated with lime sulphur, give it another treatment at least two weeks 
before the show. 

Juniper and pine color can be enhanced with an application of volck oil. To mix, add 1 to 2 teaspoons of volck oil to one quart of 
water and, using a spray bottle, spray this mixture on all foliage. Do this just before the show. 

Accent plants and stands should also be groomed and clean. 

Continue to watch for critters and fungus. Wait to fertilize azaleas until they are through blooming. 

You should be able to repot ficus, pomegranate and atlas cedar anytime now. If you need to repot elm and maple, make sure 
the new growth has hardened somewhat and try not to remove too many fine roots. You may find trident maples have developed 
a thick pad of roots on the bottom of the root ball. Add soil as needed and return the tree to its place. Save any major root prun-
ing for next January or February. 

 

June Tips  by Jim Barrett 



 

Pots to be auc-

 

 

Member Kathy Benson gave us many display tips at our May meeting. Clean pots with clear water. Scale  can 

be removed with a lemon cut in half. Rub  on scale, let sit, then remove with a grit block. Hold down wires can be 

removed it tree has grown into pot. Soil near rim of pot should be removed to depth of around a half inch. 

Moss can be kept in a flat under the bonsai bench. To apply on soil, remove dirt, and add worm scale to back of moss first. 

The accent should have different shaped leaves than the main tree. Accent can also be a stone, which may look like an ani-

mal etc., but should have its own stand. 

Descanso Show: June 10-11. Set up Friday June 9 at 10:00. Bring trees  11:00-7:00 Friday. Reception is Saturday 6:00, 

followed by auction. 

Conejo Valley Bonsai Society exhibit. June 24. Hillcrest center for the arts. 403 W Hillcrest  Dr. Thousand Oaks. Demos 9 
AM- 12 PM Reception 4 PM 
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