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Jim Pelling niche at April meeting 

Next Meeting 

Tuesday, May 16, 2017 

7:30 P.M 

Van de Kamp Hall 

Descanso Gardens 

May Refreshments 

Emma Janza, Rick Naber 

Wendy Tsai,, Vahe Zackarian  

Niche:  Nathan Simmons ,   

               Yoko Yipusch 

President’s Message 

By Cesareo Perez 

May Demonstrator 

Kathy Benson 
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It’s May, mid-Spring and generally lovely, lots of flowers and longer 
days easing in. A young Bonsai artist’s heart turns to . . . the weath-
er? Some overcast days and even a bit of rain; all are great for our 
trees. There can also be days of heat and drying winds, so keep up 
your watering and watch for things that can fall onto your trees. This 
is a wonderful time to observe the development of new growth on our 
bonsai and put the suggestions from our guest demonstrators to use. 
I was really struck by Kathy Shaner’s suggestion in her demo last 
month on how to gently bend new growth to train it without wiring. I 
don’t recall ever hearing that before, and it has given me a whole new 
perspective on to treat deciduous trees.  

Tips like this are important as we consider which trees to prepare for 
our upcoming June show. It is just around the corner! This is our big 
event of the year and a great outreach to the wider community to pre-
sent the art of bonsai and attract new people to our club. Sign up to 
show a couple of trees and to help with setup, hosting, sales and 
teardown of the show. Working together makes it fun and much easi-
er and faster.  Our new storage shed will provide an easier path into 
the hall when we carry things in for the show. There are tasks for all 
levels of ability, so be sure to sign up at this month’s meeting.  

Our presenter this month is Kathy Benson, a past president Descan-
so Bonsai Society and long-time student of our sensei, Jim Barrett, 
and of the late John Naka. Kathy has also been a member of Califor-
nia Bonsai Society and Nanpu-Kai Bonsai. We’ve all seen her beauti-
ful work and her fine show displays, and this month she will talk about 
setting up displays that bring out the best in our trees. Be prepared 
for an absorbing talk with great tips for display from a real expert on 
the subject. This will be a very useful lead-up to our show next month, 
so don’t miss it! 

The chores of watering, fertilizing, weeding, trimming, etc. call, so I’m 
off 

 

To the trees! 

Cesáreo 

 



 
 

 

  

 

Don‘t forget to continue your fertilizing program, especially for black pine and juniper. 

Candle pruning programs will vary for ordinary black pine. It all depends on the age and health of the tree, and what your goals 
are. 

Candle pruning nursery stock can be started earlier than black pine that has been in a bonsai container for some time. For in-
stance, nursery stock may have their candles pruned this month from about mid-month on. The object is to produce shorter in-
ternodes and an abundance of branches. 

Bonsai black pine, depending again on maturity and health, may have the candle pruning program start as early as late May or 
as late as mid-July. The later you prune, the shorter the internodes. 

Needle plucking is a personal choice and, if done, should not be done on a weak, unhealthy tree. 

If you have questions regarding black pine maintenance, ask your instructor or a member of the club. 

Get your bonsai ready for the show, especially beginners. We always have great judges who make helpful comments, suggest-
ing ways they see to improve each tree. This is a rare opportunity to get expert advice for your tree. 

All trees should be groomed, trimmed and wayward branches wired and moved into position. 

Pots should be clean and, if possible, free of hard water scale. “Old English” lemon oil works very well on pots and will help 
some scale to be less noticeable. 

Clean trunks and roots, removing dirt and moss from trunks, main roots (nebari) and any low branches. 

If your tree has dead wood and branches that have been treated with lime sulphur, give it another treatment at least two weeks 
before the show. 

Juniper and pine color can be enhanced with an application of volck oil. To mix, add 1 to 2 teaspoons of volck oil to one quart of 
water and, using a spray bottle, spray this mixture on all foliage. Do this just before the show. 

Accent plants and stands should also be groomed and clean. 

Continue to watch for critters and fungus. Wait to fertilize azaleas until they are through blooming. 

You should be able to repot ficus, pomegranate and atlas cedar anytime now. If you need to repot elm and maple, make sure 
the new growth has hardened somewhat and try not to remove too many fine roots. You may find trident maples have developed 
a thick pad of roots on the bottom of the root ball. Add soil as needed and return the tree to its place. Save any major root prun-
ing for next January or February.l 

April Tips  by Jim Barrett 



 

Pots to be auc-

 

 

Kathy Shaner, the sensei of the Lake Merrit collection in Oakland, led a critique at our April meeting. She has a wide variety 

of experience, and gave us many useful tips! For instance, in your show display, try not to have the pot the same color as 

your stand. Nor should the pot be the same height as the stand. Crown of a tree should not be too small, or so large that it 

blocks the sun. When wiring, if the branch moves only part way, let it sit 2 months, then move again. Wiring may not be 

needed on deciduous trees, such as maples and elms. Branch can be gently bent to desired position; let sit overnight, then 

rebend tomorrow if necessary .  Be witty with accent plants. Move your trees around in your yard. It’s also good to get others’ 

opinions of your trees. Thanks  to Ryan Wells for these pictures showing Kathy working with our members on their trees! 

Upcoming Events  

May 27-29 Santa Anita   Show, Arboretum. Vendor June and David Nguy will have pots and supplies. Some tree sales by 

club members.  

June 3-4  California Sansui Kai Show & sale. Tillman reclamation center, 6100 Woodley Ave, Van Nuys 10-4 both daysJack 

Reynolds, (805) 368-0110… 

.. 

June 10-11 Descanso Show. Bring trees Friday June 9 for setup. Reception 6:00 Saturday, Auction and r0affle at 7:30 Satur-
day. Entry form and rules are attached. All Descanso members are encouraged to bring one or two trees to show! Make our 

show a success!  
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