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Auction browsers at September meeting 

Next Meeting 

Tuesday, October17, 2017 

7:00 tree advice; 7:30 meeting starts 

Van de Kamp Hall 

Descanso Gardens 

 October Refreshments: 

 Peter Macasieb, Wendy Tsai 

Clark Wiseman, Steve  Riley 

October Niche: Cesareo Perez 

President’s Message 

By Cesareo Perez 

 Octtober Demonstrator 

Roy Nagatoshi -Fuji Bonsai Nurs. 

  I   Amazing as it may seem, fall is actually making some headway here 
in Southern California. We can look forward to relatively frigid 85 de-
gree days!!! No, we really are getting some cooler weather, and the 
days are getting shorter. No rain yet, but we can hope. In the mean-
while, repotting season is starting and we can search for the perfect 
pot for trees we have been refining.  

A great place to find pots will be the GSBF convention, taking place in 
Riverside again this year, October 25-29. The raffles and auctions are 
always an exciting place to hunt for the elusive pots and unusual plan 
material for future creations. It is also a great place to catch up with 
friends in the Bonsai community and learn new techniques at the 
workshops. For more information, please visit gsbfconvention.org. 

Descanso Bonsai Society offers another learning opportunity with our 
demonstrator this month. Roy Nagatoshi, an eminent Bonsai artist 
and teacher here in Los Angeles County, has been a longtime friend 
of Descanso, and mentor and teacher to many of our members. Roy 
will style a juniper for us, and we look forward to his wry humor and 
depth of knowledge that he shares so generously in his presenta-
tions. 

A heads-up for November: We will be unable to meet at our regular 
location in Descanso Gardens due to their holiday light show event. 
We will instead meet at the studio of our November demonstrator and 
past president, Michael Jonas. In addition to his presentation and the 
chance to see Michael’s collection, we will have barbecue and a spe-
cial presentation. I’m hungry already! Till then, repotting calls, so I’m 
off. . . 

To the trees! 

Cesáreok 



 
 

 

October is a very good month to clean up Japanese black pine and junipers.  

If you have black pine bonsai, finish pruning the unwanted new growth leav-
ing one, two, or three new candles on the tips of each branch or twig that was 
pruned earlier this summer. How many candles you leave is determined by your 
design goals for the tree. Whether the new growth is on the outer limits of the tree 
or in the interior.  

Old needles (discolored) should be removed.  New or fresh needles should 
remain until December or January. Leaving these new healthy needles on through 
the fall should keep the tree at its best. Cutting long needles shorter will allow sun-
light to penetrate into the interior of the trees, and help to build stronger growth on 
the weak and stunted interior candles and twigs.  

Junipers may be cleaned of all dead or discolored foliage.  Prune the 
“hanger downers” and the “pointer uppers” unless you plan to wire them into a 
more horizontal position.  

October is also a good time to remove old wire and rewire for detail.  

You should be able to prune quince, apple, and ume for shape now and 
place them into their show pots, if this is a practice you follow.  

Fertilize azaleas and most flowering and fruiting bonsai with a low nitrogen, 
high phosphorous fertilizer. A 0-10-10 should work well.  

Remember to start choosing those show trees for next spring. Keep your 
eyes open for quality pots you may wish to use for these trees.  

Repotting and potting (from nursery container to bonsai pot) can be safely 
done at this time for black pine and most junipers. Repotting flowering and fruiting 
bonsai from bonsai pot to bonsai pot can be done, provided the root ball is not 
drastically disturbed and the tree is reasonably healthy.  

Pay attention to watering schedules this month and next. Keeping plants too 
wet may promote root rot, especially if the tree is not actively growing.  Watch for 
fungus, spider mites, and scale.  

September Tips  by Jim Barrett 



 

Pots to be auc-

 

 

Our September meeting was the annual potluck and auction A good time was had by all! 

Bidding was spirited for several pots and high-quality cascade stands from the Hysayasus Thanks to our auctioneer Ted 
Matson. 

 There were also  some worthy trees which went for reasonable prices Michael Jonas and Cesareo Perez are shown above 
as runners. All pictures except upper left are thanks to Ryan Wells. 

Our October demonstrator is Roy Nagatoshi of Fuji Bnsai Nursery. He has good classes for all skill levels They are on Thurs-
days and Saturdays at 13170 Glenoaks Blvd, Sylmar. (818) 367-5372. Classes priced per class-no contract. 

GSBF Convention October 25-29 Riverside. Put GSBF convention 2017 in Google to see workshops and prices, etc.  Single 
day registrations are available,  and you can be a silent observer at workshops. 



Descanso Bonsai Officers 

 

President      Cesareo Perez      (626) 375-9424      cesareop2001@gmail.com 

Past Pres Michael Jonas   (818) 776-0813  mjonas48@hotmail.com 

 1st VP   Vacant 
Raffle   Josh Miller                (818) 681-5308        joshemiller@mac.com 
 
Treasurer  Elizabeth Likes  (818) 352-3064  lizlikes@aol.com 
Membership/webmasters  Ryan Wells Rwells627@gmail.com  

      and Jonathan Jee Jonathan.jee@gmail.com. 

Officer          Jim Barrett      (626) 445-4529.. 

Officer   Kathy Benson   (626)798-0485   1benson99@charter.net 
Officer   Marge Blasingame (626)579-04  20  blasmrjr@aol.com 
Officer   James Pai    626) 614-8079   paijames@ymail.com 
Officer   Ellen  Keneshea        (818) 363-5752      Ekaneshea@socalrr.com 
Newsletter  Jim Pelling    (323) 255-9870  jimpell8@gmail.com 

Refreshments     Debbie Rinehart       (661) 941- 7572 

  

DBS Newsletter  

c/o  Jim Pelling  

944 Pine Grove Ave- 

Los Angeles, CA 90042 
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