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Ann Lofquist at August meeting 

Next Meeting 

Tuesday, September 19, 2017 

6:30 P.M 

Van de Kamp Hall 

Descanso Gardens 

 September Auction 

And Potluck. All Welcome 

Club provides main course. Bring sal-

ad side dish or desert. 

  

President’s Message 

By Cesareo Perez 

  

 

  I   Summer is coming to an end, and Wow! What a summer it has been! 
Record-breaking heat and a fire in the La Tuna canyon area really 
provide challenges for a Bonsai hobbyist. The flames came really 
close to Elizabeth Likes’ home, but no harm was done there. It has 
been a challenge keeping my trees and myself sufficiently hydrated in 
this crazy weather. Knowing that we’re not done with it yet, and that it 
can last through October certainly reminds us to double down on the 
care of our trees. Water, water, water! 

And yet . . . this is also the month for Descanso Bonsai Society’s 
fundraising auction and potluck. This is a hugely fun event, where we 
share a meal, and members bring items that no longer fit their bonsai 
goals to donate to be auctioned to raise money for our club. It is op 
Lofquisten to club members, as well as guests from any of the other 
clubs in the area, so be sure to let your friends know about this event. 
It takes place at our usual place, Van de Kamp Hall at Descanso Gar-
dens, La Cañada, on Tuesday, September 19, starting at 6:30 p.m. 
Bring your auction item(s) and a salad, side dish or dessert to share. 
The club will provide the meat (rumors of Carne Asada are going 
around) and drinks. We will feature some pots from the estate of 
Bruce Hisayasu, and a large decorative piece from longtime member 
Marty Mann, now in assisted living. We thank Bruce’s family and 
Marty for their generosity. 

I was sad to learn of the passing of another longtime member this 
month, Gloria Downey. She had been in poor health for some time. 
Our condolences go to her family; this lovely lady will be missed! I 
also want to note the passing of another longtime member earlier this 
year: Hal Rosenfeld. He, too, was a wonderful, gentle presence in our 
club who is gone too soon. Still, this serves to remind us that the 
friendship and fellowship of an organization like DBS enlarges the joy 
we get from our bonsai. Come to the Auction and Potluck to share the 
fun and the memories. Meanwhile, hose in hand, I’m heading back . . 
. 

To the trees! 

Cesáreo 



 
 

 

Although fall is approaching, hot, dry days are still a good possibility. 

Watering properly should be top priority. If a plant begins to show stress because of lack of water, you may want to place the 
tree in full shade for 2 or 3 weeks. Return it to partial sun when new growth looks strong and healthy. 

September and October are clean-up and pruning months. Fall pruning of quince or crabapples can wait until leaves fall or you 
can prune for shape now, removing all long summer growth. 

Black pines should also be pruned, leaving 1, 2 or 3 of the new candles that have grown from the terminals left when they were 
pruned in June or July. What candles you choose to keep will be determined by your design goal for each tree. If you have an 
instructor, have him or her explain the procedure. Remove old needles, especially those hanging down. 

Junipers may be trimmed to maintain their shape. Within reason, they may be trimmed rather drastically this month so that the 
new growth fills in to take the old growth’s place---a good practice once or twice a year to keep the bonsai shape we strive for. 

Pruning hard will also give you an opportunity to wire the secondary and tertiary branches, a tedious but important task. 

However, try not to prune shimpaku too hard. They do not respond well to drastic foliage removal. 

The next two months are important ones. What you do to your trees now will reflect favorably or unfavorably on your design next 
spring. 

Watch for heavy top growth on elms, zelkova and trident maples. Remove thick vertical and horizontal branches now so they 
have time to start healing before the trees go into dormancy. 

Remember to watch for signs of disease and pests. 

Start choosing your spring exhibition trees, making sure to pick one or two more than you will show.   

September Tips  by Jim Barrett 



 

Pots to be auc-

 

 

Our August demonstrator was Ann Lofquist, who taught about tanukis and brought ten for examples. A Tanuki in bonsai  is a 

live tree (whip) potted next to a dead stump so they appear growing together.  Best stumps are California Juniper, which is 

very hard. Shimpaku and femina are often used as the whips. Her examples were varied, well presented, and inspiring 

Ann advises planting the stump above ground to avoid rotting, and spraying with semigloss interior polyurethane,  making 
sure stump is completely dry first. She carefully cut a grove for the whip, then put some Quick 

Wood in the grove to hold the whip.  Quick Wood can also be used to patch, and will also adhere 
to itself. It is a 2 part product, with hardener inside, and it is kneaded to combine, hard in 10-15 

min . 

 

Niches  above  Jim Pelling  and  Michael Jonas 
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